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THE LI FE THAT W NS

There is only one life that
wins; and that is the life of Jesus
Christ. Every man may have that life;
every man may live that life.

| do not mean that every man nmay
be Christlike; |I mean something very
much better than that. | do not nean
that a man may al ways have Christ's
hel p; | mean sonething better than that.
I do not mean that a nman may have power
fromChrist; | mean sonething very nuch
better than power. And | do not mnean
that a man shall be nmerely saved from
his sins and kept fromsinning; | nean
somet hing better than even that victory.

To explain what | do nean, |
must sinply tell you a very personal and
recent experience of nmy own. | think
am correct when | say that | have known
nore than nost nen know about failure,
about betrayal s and di shonori ngs of
Christ, about disobedience to heavenly
vi si ons, about conscious fallings short
of that which I saw other nen attai ning,
and which I knew Christ was expecting of
me. Not a great while ago | shoul d have
had to stop just there, and only say |
hoped that sonme day | would be | ed out
of all that into sonmething better. If
you had asked me how, | woul d have had
to say | did not know. But, thanks be to
H s long-suffering patience and infinite
| ove and mercy, | do NOT have to stop
there, but I can go on to speak of
somet hing nore than a mserable story of
personal failure and di sappoi nt nent.

The conscious needs of ny life,
before there cane the new experience of
Christ of which | would tell you, were
definite enough. Three stand out.



1. There were great fluctuations
inm spiritual life, in ny conscious
cl oseness of fellowship with Cod.
Sonetimes | would be on the heights
spiritually; sometines | would be in the
depths. A strong, arousing convention, a
stirring, searching address from sone
consecrated, victorious Christian |eader
of men; a searching, Spirit-filled book,
or the obligation to do a difficult
pi ece of Christian service nyself, with
the preparation in prayer that it
i nvol ved, would lift me up; and I would
stay up -- for a while -- and God woul d
seemvery close and ny spiritual life
deep. But it wouldn't |ast. Sonetinmes by
some single failure before tenptation
sometines by a gradual downhill process,
nmy best experiences would be lost, and
woul d find nyself back on the | ower
levels. And a lower level is a perilous
pl ace for a Christian to be, as the
Devil showed ne over and over again.

It seemed to ne that it ought to
be possible for me to live habitually on
a high plane of close fellowship with
God, as | saw certain other nen doing,
and as | was not doing. Those nen were
exceptional, to be sure; they were in
the mnority anong the Christians whom |
knew. But | wanted to be in that
mnority. Wy shouldn't we all be, and
turn it into a majority?

2. Anot her conscious |ack of ny
life was in the matter of failure before
besetting sins. | was not fighting a
winning fight in certain lines. Yet if
Christ was not equal to a w nning fight,
what were ny Christian beliefs and
pr of essi ons good for? | did not |ook for
perfection. But | did believe that I
could be enabled to win in certain
directions habitually, yes, always,

i nstead of uncertainly and
interruptedly, the victories

i nterspersed with crushing and

hum liating defeats. Yet | had prayed,
oh, so earnestly, for deliverance; and
t he habi tual deliverance had not cone.

3. Athird conscious |lack was in
the matter of dynam c, convincing
spiritual power that would work mracle
changes in other nen's lives. | was
doing a lot of Christian work -- had



been at it ever since | was a boy of
fifteen. I was going through the notions
- -- oh, yes. So can anybody. | was even
doi ng personal work -- the hardest kind
of all; talking with people, one by one,
about giving thenselves to ny Savior!
BUT | WASN T SEEI NG RESULTS. Once in a
great while | would see a little in the
way of result, of course; but not nuch.

I didn't see |lives made over by Christ,
revol utioni zed, turned into firebrands
for Christ thensel ves, because of ny
work; and it seened to ne | ought to.

O her men did, why not 1?1 conforted
nyself with the old assurance (so nuch
used by the Devil) that it wasn't for ne
to see results; that I could safely

| eave that to the Lord if | did ny part.
But this didn't satisfy nme, and | was
someti nes heartsick over the spiritua
barrenness of ny Christian service.

About a year before, | had
begun, in various ways, to get
intimations that certain nmen to whoml
| ooked up as conspicuously blessed in
their Christian service seened to have a
conception or consciousness of Chri st
that I did not have -- that was beyond,
bi gger, deeper than any thought of
Christ | had ever had. | rebelled at the
suggestion when it first cane to nme. How
COULD anyone have a better idea of
Christ than I? (I amjust laying bare to
you the blind, self-satisfied workings
of nmy sin-stunted mind and heart.) D d |
not believe in Christ and worship H m as
the Son of God and one with God? Had I
not accepted H m as ny personal Savi or
nore than twenty years before? Did | not
believe that in H mal one was eternal
life, and was | not trying to live in
H s service, giving ny whole life to
Hn? Did | not ask H s hel p and gui dance
constantly, and believe that in H m was
nmy only hope? Was | not chanpi oni ng the
very cause of the highest possible
conception of Christ, by conducting in
the colums of "The Sunday School Tinmes"
a synposiumon the Deity of Christ, in
whi ch the | eading Bible scholars of the
world were testifying to their persona
belief in Christ as God? All this | was
doi ng; how could a higher or better
conception of Christ than m ne be
possi bl e? | knew that | needed to SERVE
H mfar better than | had ever done; but



that I needed a new conception of H m]
woul d not admit.

And yet it kept com ng at ne,
fromdirections that I could not ignore.
| heard froma preacher of power a
sernon on Ephesians 4:12-13; "Unto the
buil di ng up of the body of Christ; till
we all attain unto the unity of the
faith, and of the know edge of the Son
of God, unto a fullgrown nman, unto the
neasure of the stature of the ful ness of
Christ”; and as | followed it I was
amazed, bewildered. | couldn't follow
him He was beyond nmy depth. He was
tal ki ng about Christ, unfolding Christ,
inawy that | admtted was utterly
unknown to nme. \Wether he was right or
wong | wasn't quite ready to say that
night; but if he WAS right, then I was
wWr ong.

Later | read another sernon by
this same man on "Paul's Conception of
the Lord Jesus Christ." As | read it, |
was consci ous of the sane uneasy
realization that he and Paul were
tal king about a Christ whom!| sinply did
not know. Could they be right? If they
were right, how could | get their
know edge?

One day | cane to know anot her
m ni ster whose work anong nen had been
greatly blessed. | |earned from himthat
what he counted his greatest spiritua
asset was his habitual consciousness of
t he actual presence of Jesus. Nothing so
bore himup, he said, as the realization
that Jesus was ALWAYS with himin actua
presence; and that this was so,
i ndependent of his own feelings,
i ndependent of his deserts, and
i ndependent of his own notions as to how
Jesus woul d mani fest Hi s presence.
Mor eover, he said that Christ was the
hone of his thoughts. Whenever his mnd
was free fromother matters, it would
turn to Christ; and he would tal k al oud
to Christ when he was alone -- on the
street, anywhere -- as easily and
naturally as to a human friend. So rea
to himwas Jesus' actual presence.

Sone nonths later | was in
Edi nburgh, attending the Wrld
M ssi onary Conference, and | saw that



one whose witings had hel ped ne greatly
was to speak to nen Sunday afternoon on
"The Resources of the Christian Life."

| went eagerly to hear him | expected
himto give us a series of definite
things that we could do to strengthen
our Christian life; and I knew | needed
them But his opening words showed ne ny
m st ake, while they made ny heart |eap
with a new joy. Wat he said was

sonmet hing like this:

"The resources of the Christian
life, nmy friends, are just-- Jesus
Christ."

That was all. But that was
enough. | hadn't grasped it yet; but it
was what all these nmen had been trying
totell nme. Later, as | talked with the
speaker about ny personal needs and
difficulties, he said, earnestly and
simply, "Ch, M. Trunbull, if we would
only step out upon Christ in a nore
daring faith, He could do so nmuch nore
for us."

Before | eaving Great Britain, |
was confronted once nore with the
t hought that was beyond ne, a Chri st
whom | did not yet know, in a sernon
that a friend of mine preached in his
London church on a Sunday evening in
June. H s text was Philippians 1:21, "To
me to liveis Christ.” It was the sane
thene -- the unfolding of "the life that
is Christ," Christ as the whole Iife and
the only Iife. I did not understand al
that he said, and | knew vaguely that |
did not have as ny own what he was
telling us about. But | wanted to read
the sernmon again, and | brought the
manuscript away with me when | left him

It was about the mddle of
August that a crisis came with me. | was
attendi ng a young people's m ssionary
conference, and was faced by a week of
daily work there for which I knew | was
m serably, hopelessly unfit and
i nconpetent. For the few weeks previous
had been one of mny periods of spiritua
| et-down, not uplift, with all the |oss
and failure and defeat that such a tine
is sure to record

The first evening that | was



there, a missionary bishop spoke to us
on the Water of Life. He told us that it
was Christ's wi sh and purpose that every
follower of His should be a wellspring
of living, gushing water of life ALL THE
TIME to others, not intermttently, not
interruptedly, but with continuous and
irresistible flow W have Christ's own
word for it, he said, as he quoted, "He
that believeth on ne, fromw thin him
shall flow RIVERS of living water." He
told how sonme have a little of the water
of life, bringing it up in snal
bucketfuls and at intervals, like the
irrigating water-wheel of India, with a
good deal of creaking and grindi ng;
while fromthe lives of others it flows
all the time in a life-bringing,

abundant streamthat nothing can stop
And he described a little old native
woman in the East whose narvel ous
mnistry in witnessing for Christ put to
shame those of us who listened. Yet she
had known Christ for only a year

The next norning, Sunday, al one
inm room | prayed it out with God, as
| asked Hmto show nme the way out. If
there was a conception of Christ that |
did not have, and that | needed because
it was the secret of sone of these other
lives | had seen or heard of, a
conception better than any | had yet
had, and beyond nme, | asked God to give
it tonme. | had with nme the sernon | had
heard, "TO ME TOLIVE IS CHRI ST," and
rose fromny knees and studied it. Then
| prayed again. And God, in H's
| ong-suffering patience, forgiveness,
and | ove, gave ne what | asked for. He
gave nme a new Christ -- wholly newin
t he conception and consci ousness of
Christ that now becanme nine.

VWerein was the change? It is
hard to put it into words, and yet it
is, oh, so new, and real, and wonderful
and mracle-working in both ny own life
and the lives of others.

To begin with, | realized for
the first time that the nmany references
t hr oughout the New Testanent to Chri st
in you --and you in Christ, Christ our
life, and abiding in Christ-- are
literal, actual, blessed fact, and not
figures of speech. How the 15th chapter



of John thrilled with newlife as | read
it now And the 3rd of Ephesians 14 to
21. And Gal atians 2:20. And Philippi ans
1: 21.

VWhat | nmean is this: | had
al ways known that Christ was mny Savior
but I had | ooked upon H m as an externa
Savi or, one who did a saving work FOR ne
fromoutside, as it were; one who was
ready to come cl ose al ongsi de and stay
by me, helping ne in all that | needed,
gi ving ne power and strength and
sal vation. But now | knew sonet hi ng
better than that. At last | realized
that Jesus Christ was actually and
literally within nme; and even nore than
that: that He had constituted Hi nself ny
very life, taking nme into union wth
H nself -- ny body, mnd, and spirit --
while | still had ny owmn identity and
free will and full noral responsibility.
Was not this better than having Hmas a
hel per, or even than having H mas an
external Savior: to have H m Jesus
Christ, God the Son, as ny own very
[ife? It meant that | need never again
ask Hmto help nme as though He were one
and | another; but rather sinply to do
Hs work, Hs will, in ne, and with ne,
and through ne. My body was H's, ny nmnd
Hs, ny will H's, ny spirit H's; and not
merely His, but literally a part of H m
what He asked me to recognize was, "I
have been crucified with Christ, and it
is no longer | that live, but Christ
l[iveth in nme." Jesus Christ had
constituted Hnself ny life -- not as a
figure of speech, remenber, but as a
literal, actual fact, as literal as the
fact that a certain tree has been made
into this desk on which nmy hand rests.
For "your bodies are nmenbers of Christ"”;
and "ye are the body of Christ."

Do you wonder that Paul could
say with tingling joy and exultation
"To me to live is Christ"? He did not
say, as | had m stakenly been supposing
I must say, "To ne to live is to be
Christlike,” nor, "To ne to liveis to
have Christ's help,” nor, "To nme to live
is to serve Christ." No; he plunged
t hrough and beyond all that in the bold,
gl orious, mysterious claim "To ne to
l[ive IS Christ.” | had never understood
that verse before. Now, thanks to Hs



gift of Hnmself, | am beginning to enter
into a glinpse of its wonderful meaning.

And that is how |l know for
nysel f that there is a life that wns:
that it is the life of Jesus Christ: and
that it may be our life for the asking,
if welet Hm-- in absol ute,
uncondi ti onal surrender of ourselves to
Hm our wills to Hs will, nmaking H m
the Master of our lives as well as our
Savior -- enter in, occupy us, overwhelm
us with Hnself, yea, fill us with
Hi nsel f "unto all the ful ness of CGod."

VWhat has the result been? Did
this experience give nme only a new
i ntell ectual conception of Christ, nore
i nteresting and satisfying than before?
If it were only that, | should have
little to tell you today. No; it neant a
revol uti oni zed, fundanentally changed
life, within and without. If any man be
IN CHRI ST you know, there is a new
creation.

Do not think that | am
suggesting any m staken, unbal anced
theory that, when a man receives Chri st
as the fullness of his Iife, he cannot
sin again. The "life that is Christ"
still leaves us our free will; wth that
free will we can resist Christ; and ny
life, since the new experience of which
| speak, has recorded sins of such
resi stance. But | have |earned that the
restoration after failure can be
supernatural ly bl essed, instantaneous,
and conplete. | have learned that, as I
trust Christ in surrender, there need be
no fighting against sin, but conplete
freedomfromthe power and even the
desire of sin. | have learned that this
freedom this nore than conquering, is
sust ai ned i n unbroken continuance as |
sinmply recognize that Christ is ny
cleansing, reigning life.

The three great |acks or needs
of which I spoke at the opening have
been miracul ously net.

1. There has been a fellowship
with God utterly differing from and
infinitely better than anything | had
ever known in all nmy life before.



2. There has been an utterly new
ki nd of victory, victory-by-freedom
over certain besetting sins -- the old
ones that used to throttle and weck ne
- -- when | have trusted Christ for this
freedom

3. And, lastly, the spiritua
results in service have given nme such a
sharing of the joy of Heaven as | never
knew was possible on earth. Six of ny
nost intimate friends, nost of them
mature Christians, soon had their |ives
conpletely revol utionized by Christ,
laying hold on Hmin this new way and
receiving Hmunto all the full ness of
God. Two of these were a nother and a
son, the son a young busi nessman
twenty-five years old. Another was the
general manager of one of the large
busi ness houses i n Phil adel phia. Though
consecrated and active as a Christian
for years, he began letting Christ work
out through himin a new way into the
lives of his many associ ates, and of his
sal esmen all over the country. A
whi t e-hai red man of over seventy found a
peace in life and a joy in prayer that
he had | ong ago given up as inpossible
for him Life fairly teens with the
m racl e-evi dences of what Christ is
willing and able to do for other lives
t hrough anyone who just turns over the
keys to Hi s conplete indwelling.

Jesus Christ does not want to be
our hel per; He wants to be our life. He
does not want us to work for Hm He
wants us to let HHmdo Hi s work through
us, using us as we use a pencil to wite
with -- better still, using us as one of
the fingers on H s hand.

VWhen our life is not only
Christ's but Christ, our life will be a
winning life; for He cannot fail. And a
winning life is a fruit-bearing life, a
serving life. It is after all only a
small part of life, and a wholly
negative part, that we need to to
"overcone"; we nust also bear fruit in
character and in service if Christ is
our life. And we shall -- because Chri st
is our life. "He cannot deny hinself";
He "came not to be mnistered unto, but
to mnister." An utterly new kind of
service will be ours now, as we |et



Christ serve others through us, using
us. And this fruit-bearing and service,
habi tual and constant, nust all be by
faith in Hm our works are the result
of His Life in us; not the condition, or
the secret, or the cause of that Life.

The conditions of thus receiving
Christ as the fullness of the life are

simply two -- after, of course, our
personal acceptance of Christ as our
Savior -- through H's shed bl ood and

death as our Substitute and Sin-Bearer
- -- fromthe guilt and consequences of
our sin.

1. Surrender absolutely and
unconditionally to Christ as Master of
all that we are and all that we have,
telling God that we are now ready to
have His whole will done in our entire
life, at every point, no matter what it
costs.

2. Believe that God has set us
wholly free fromthe | aw of sin (Romans
8:2) -- not WLL do this, but HAS done
it. Upon this second step, the quiet act
of faith, all now depends. Faith nust
believe God in entire absence of any
feeling or evidence. For God's word is
safer, better, and surer than any
EVI DENCE of His word. W are to say, in
blind, cold faith if need be, "I KNOW
that nmy Lord Jesus IS neeting ALL ny
needs NOW (even ny need of faith),
because His grace IS sufficient for M ™

And renmenber that Christ Hi nself
is better than any of Hi s bl essings;
better than the power, or the victory,
or the service, that He grants. Chri st
creates spiritual power; but Christ is
better than that power. He is God's
best; He is God; and we may have this
best: we may have Christ, yielding to
H min such conpl et eness and abandonnent
of self that it is no |onger we that
live, but Christ liveth in us. WII you
t hus take Hi n?
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