Pr ef ace

For nmore than a century, Charles Haddon Spurgeon's sernobns have been
consi stently recogni zed, and their useful ness and i npact have
continued to the present day, even in the outdated English of the
aut hor's own day.

VWhy then shoul d expositions al ready so successful and of such
stature and proven useful ness require adaptation, revision, rewite
or even editing? The answer is obvious. To increase its useful ness
to today's reader, the language in which it was originally witten
needs updati ng.

Though hi s sernons have served other generations well, just as they
came fromthe pen of the author in the nineteenth century, they
still could be lost to present and future generations, sinmply

because, to them the language is neither readily nor fully
under st andabl e.

My goal, however, has not been to reduce the original witing to the
vernacul ar of our day. It is designed primarily for you who desire
to read and study confortably and at ease in the |anguage of our
time. Only obviously archaic term nol ogy and passages obscured by
expressions not totally famliar in our day have been revised.
However, neither Spurgeon's neaning nor intent have been tanpered
wit h.

Tony Capocci a

Al Scripture references are taken fromthe HOLY BI BLE: NEW
| NTERNATI ONAL VERSION (C) 1978 by the New York Bible Society, used
by perm ssion of Zondervan Bi bl e Publishers.

[ Slight typographical corrections made in May 1993 by dyde Price,
76616. 3452@onpuserve. com for inclusion in "The Text Project”.]

TEACH NG CHI LDREN

by
Char | es Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892)

"Conme, ny children, listen to ne; | will teach you the fear of the
LORD. "--Psal m 34: 11

It is a noteworthy thing that good nmen frequently di scover their
duty when they are placed in nost humliating situations. Never in
David's Iife was he in a worse dilenma than that situation which
suggested this Psalmbe witten. It is, as you can read at the

begi nni ng, "A Psal mof David, when he faked insanity before

Abi nel ech, who drove himaway, and he left." David was carried

bef ore King Achish, the Abinelech of Philistia, and in order to nmake
his escape, he pretended to be insane by acting in very degradi ng
ways which easily gave the inpression that he had certainly lost his
mnd. He was driven away fromthe pal ace, and as usual, when such



men are in the street, a nunber of children gather around him

Later, when he sang songs of praise to God, renenbering how he had
beconme the | aughing- stock of little children, he seened to say, "I
have caused the future generations to think | ess of ne because of ny
foolishness in the streets in front of the children; now | wll
endeavor to undo the m schief. Come, ny children, listen to ne; |
will teach you the fear of the LORD."

It is very possible, that if David had never been in such a
position, he would never have thought of this duty; for I do not

di scover in any other Psal mthat David said, "Cone, my children
listen to ne." He had the worries of the cities and his nation
pressing upon him and he paid very little attention to the
education of the youth; but here, being brought into the nost
difficult position which a man could possibly be in, acting the part
of a man wi thout reason, he renenbers his responsibility. The

exal ted, or wealthy Christian, does not always renenber their
responsibility to the |anbs.

Departing, however, fromthis thought, let nme address nyself to the

text, "Conme, ny children, listen to nme; | will teach you the fear of
the LORD. "

1. | shall give you one Doctrine

2. | shall give you two Encouragenents

3. | shall give you three Adnonitions

4. 1 shall give you four Instructions

5. | shall give you five Subjects for children

Al of these will be taken fromour text.

. ONE DOCTRI NE
"Conme, ny children, listen to ne; | will teach you the fear of the
LORD. "

The doctrine is, that children are capabl e of being taught the fear
of the Lord.

Men are generally wi sest after they have been the npbst foolish.
Davi d had been extrenely foolish, and now becane extrenely w se; and
being so it was not likely that he would utter foolish sentinents,

or give directions such as would be dictated by a weak m nd.

We have heard it said by some that children cannot understand the
great nysteries of religion. W even know sonme Sunday Schoo
teachers who cautiously avoid nentioning the great doctrines of the
gospel, because they think the children are not prepared to receive
them The same m stake has crept into the pulpit, for it is
currently believed, anong a certain class of preachers, that many of
the doctrines of the Wwrd of God, although true, are not fit to be
taught to the people, since they would misapply themto their own
downfall. Away with such ideas, as this is one of the errors of the
Roman Cat hol i ¢ Church

VWhat ever nmy God has reveal ed nust be preached. Watever He has
revealed, if | amnot capable of understanding it, I wll still



bel i eve, and preach it. | do hold that there is no doctrine of the
Wrd of God which a child, if he be capable of salvation, is not

capabl e of receiving. | would have children taught all the great
doctrines of truth without a solitary exception, that they may in
later life hold firmy to them | can bear witness that children

can understand the Scriptures, for I amsure that when | was a child
I could have di scussed many a conplicated point of controversi al

t heol ogy, having heard both sides of the question freely stated
anong ny father's circle of friends. |In fact, children are capable
of understanding sonme things in early life, which we hardly
understand in |later years.

Children have a sinmplicity of faith. Sinplicity is anal ogous to the
hi ghest know edge; indeed, we are not aware that there little

di fference between the sinplicity of a child and the genius of the
pr of oundest m nd. He who receives things sinply, as a child, wll

of ten have ideas which the man who is prone to use deductive
reasoni ng coul d never discover.

If you wish to know whet her children can be taught, | point you to
many in our churches, and in godly famlies--not geniuses, but the
nmore common chil dren--Ti nmot hys and Samuels, and little girls too,
who have cone to know a Savior's love. As soon as a child is
capabl e of being damed it is capable of being saved. As soon as a
child can sin, that child can, if God's grace helps it, believe and
receive the Wrd of God. As soon as children can learn evil, be
assured that they are capable, under the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, to learn good.

Never go to your Sunday School class with the thought that the

chil dren cannot understand you; for if you do not make them
understand, it is because you do not understand it yourselves; if
you do not teach children what you wish, it is because you are not
fit for the task: you should use sinpler words nore fitted for their
capacity, and then you woul d di scover that it was not the fault of
the child, but the fault of the teacher, if he did not learn. |
hold that children are capable of salvation. He who in divine
sovereignty redeens the gray haired sinner fromthe error of his
ways, can turn a little child fromhis youthful lusts. He who in
the el eventh hour finds some standing idle in the marketplace, and
sends theminto the vineyard, can call nmen at the dawni ng of the day
to work for Hm

He who can change the course of the river when it has rolled onward
and becone a mighty flood, can control a newborn river |eaping from
its cradle fountain, and make it run in the channel He desires. He
can do all things; He can work on children's hearts as He pl eases,
for all of themare under H's control

I will not delay to establish the doctrine, because | do not

consi der any of you are so foolish as to doubt it. But although you
believe it, | fear many of you don't expect to hear of children
bei ng saved. Throughout the churches | have noticed a kind of
abhorrence of any thing like early chil dhood godliness. W are
afraid of the idea of a little boy loving Christ; and if we hear of
alittle girl following the Savior, we say it is a youthful fancy,
and early inpression that will die away. M dear friends, | ask



you, never to treat the godliness of a young child w th suspicion
It is a tender plant--don't brush it too hard.

| heard of a story sone tine ago, which | believe to be conpletely
true. A dear little girl, sone five or six years old, a true |over
of Jesus, requested of her nother that she m ght join the church

The nother told her she was too young. The poor little thing was
grieved exceedingly; and after a awhile the nother, who saw that
godliness was in the little girl's heart, spoke to the mnister on
the subject. The mnister talked to the child, and said to the

nmot her, "1 am thoroughly convinced of her salvation and godli ness,
but I cannot take her into the church, because she is too young."
VWhen the child heard that, a strange gl oom passed over her face; and
t he next norni ng when her nother went to her little bed, she saw the
little girl laying there with a pearly tear or two on each eye, dead
because of her grief; her heart was broken, because she coul d not
foll ow her Savior, and do as He had conmanded her

I would not have nurdered that child for all the world! Take care
how you treat young devotion to Christ. Treat it very tenderly.
Bel i eve that children can be saved as nuch as yourselves. Wen you
see the young heart brought to the Savior, don't stand by and speak
harshly, mstrusting everything. It is better sonetines to be
decei ved than to be the one who causes a young child to be ruined.
May God send to his people a nore firmbelief that little buds of
grace are worthy of all of our care.

1.  TWO ENCOURAGEMENTS

Now, secondly, | will give you two encouragenents, both of which you
will find in the text.

The first is that of godly exanple. David said, "Cone, ny children
listen to ne; | will teach you the fear of the LORD." You are not
ashaned to walk in the footsteps of David, are you? You won't
object to follow the exanple of one who was first notably holy, and
then notably great. Shall the shepherd boy, the giant killer, the
psal mi st of Israel, and the king, walk in footsteps which you are
too proud to follow? Ah! no; you will be happy, | amsure, to be as
David was. If you want, however, a higher exanple, even than that
of David, listen to the Son of David while fromhis |ips the sweet
words flow, "Let the little children come to nme, and do not hinder
them for the ki ngdom of heaven bel ongs to such as these." | am
sure it would encourage you if you always thought of these exanples.

You teach children--you are not dishonored by it. Sone say you are
not hi ng but a Sunday School teacher, but you are a noble person
hol di ng an honorabl e office, and having illustrious predecessors.

W | ove to see persons of some standing in society take an interest

i n Sunday Schools. One great fault in many of our churches is that
the children are left to the young people to take care of--the ol der
menbers, who have nore wi sdom take very little notice of them and
very often the wealthier nmenbers of the church stand aside as if the
teaching of the poor were not (as indeed it is) the special business
of the rich.

| hope for the day when the mighty nmen of Israel shall be found



hel ping in this great warfare against the enenmy. 1In the United
States we have heard of presidents, of judges, nmen of Congress, and
persons in the highest positions--not condescending, for |I hate to
use such a term but honoring thensel ves by teaching little children
in Sunday School. He who teaches a class in Sunday School has
earned a good degree. | had rather received the title of S.S. T.,
than MA., B.A, or any other honor that ever was conferred. Let ne
beg of you then to take heart, because your duties are so honorable.
Let the royal exanple of David, let the noble, the godly exanple of
Jesus Christ inspire you with fresh diligence and increasing |ove,

wi th confident and enduring perseverance, still to go on in your

m ghty work, saying, as David did, "Conme, my children, listen to ne;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD."

The second encouragenment | will give is the encouragenent of great

success. David said, "Cone, nmy children, listen to ne;" he did not
add, "Perhaps | will teach you the fear of the Lord" but "I wll
teach you." He had success; or if he had not, others have. The
success of Sunday Schools! |If | begin to speak of that I wll have

an endl ess thene; therefore I will not begin. Many books m ght be
witten on it, and then when all were witten, we m ght say, "I
suppose that even the world itself could not contain all that m ght
be witten."

Up above where the starry hosts perpetually sing H's high praise--up
where the white-robed throng continually throw their crowns before
H s feet--we may behold the success of Sunday Schools. There, too,
where voices of those taken home to heaven early in their young
lives, gather Sunday after Sunday, to sing, "CGentle Jesus, neek and
mld," we see with joy the success of Sunday Schools. And in al nost
every pulpit of our land, and there in the pews where the deacons
sit, and godly menmbers join in worship--there is the success of
Sunday School s.

And far across the broad ocean in the islands of the south, in |ands
where those |ive who bow down before bl ocks of wood and stone--there
are m ssionaries saved by Sunday Schools, whose thousands, redeened
by their labors, contribute to swell the m ghty stream of the
tremendous, incalculable, I had alnost said infinite success of
Sunday School instruction. Go on! go on! So rmuch has been done;
nmore will be done. Let all your past victories inflame you with

| ove; let the remenbrance of canpaigns of triunph, and of

battl efields, won for your Savior in the realnms of salvation and
peace, be your encouragenent for fresh duty.

[11. THREE ADMONI TI ONS
Now, thirdly, | give you three adnonitions.

The first is, renenber who you are teaching. "Come, ny children."

I think we ought always to have respect to our audience, not that we
need care that we are preaching to M. So-an-so, Sir WIlliam This,

or My Lord That--because in God's sight that is a small matter; but
we are to renenber that we are preaching to nen and wonen who have
soul s, so that we should not waste their time with things that are
not worth their hearing. But when you teach in Sunday Schools, you
are, if it be possible, in a nore responsible situation even than a



m ni ster.

He preaches to grownup peopl e--nen of judgnment, who, if they do not
i ke what he preaches, have the option of going somewhere el se; you
teach children who have no option to go el sewhere. |If you teach the
child wongly, he believes you; if you teach him heresies he will
recei ve them what you teach himnow, he will never forget. You are
not sowi ng, as some say, on virgin soil, for it has |ong been
occupi ed by the devil; but you are sowing on a soil nore fertile
than it ever will be--that will produce fruit now far better than it
will do in the later years of its life; you are sowi ng on a young
heart, and what you sow will be pretty sure to abide there,
especially if you teach evil, for that will never be forgotten

You are beginning with the child; take care what you do with him
Don't spoil him Many a child has been treated like the Indian

chil dren, who have copper plates put upon their foreheads, so that
they may never grow. There are many who know thensel ves to be

si nmpl etons now, just because those who had the care of them when
young gave them no opportunities of getting know edge, so that when
t hey becane old they cared nothing about it. Have a care what you
are after; you are teaching children; mnd what you are doing. Put
poison in the spring, and it will inpregnate the whole stream Take
care what you are after, sir! You are twisting the sapling, and the
old oak will be therefore bent. Have a care! It is a child s sou
you are tanpering with, if you are tanpering at all; it is a child's
soul you are preparing for eternity, if God is with you. | give you
a solem adnonition on every child' s behalf. Surely, if it be
treachery to adm nister poison to the dying, it nust be far nore
crimnal to give poison to the young life. If it be evil to m slead
those who are gray headed, it nust be far nore so to turn aside the
young heart to a road of error in which he may forever wal k. Ah! it
is a solem adnonition--you are teaching children

The second is, renmenber that you are teaching for God. "Conme, ny
children, listen to ne; | will teach you the fear of the Lord." If
you, as teachers, were only assenbled to teach geography, | am sure

I should not interfere if you were to tell the children that the
north pole was close to the equator; if you were to say that the
extremty of South Anerica lay right next to the coast of Europe; |
woul d smile at your error, and perhaps should even retain it as a
joke, if I heard you assure themthat England was in the niddle of
Africa. But you are, not teaching geography or astronony, nor are
you teaching for business or for the world; but you are teaching
themto the best of your ability for God.

You say to them "Children, you conme here to be taught the Wrd of
God; you cone here, if it is possible, that we may be the neans of
savi ng your souls." Have a care what you are after when you pretend
to be teaching themfor God. Wund the child s hand if you like,
but, for God's sake, don't touch his heart. Say what you |ike about
tenmporal matters, but | beg you, in spiritual matters, take care how
you lead him Oh! be careful that it is the truth which you convey,
and only that. And now how sol emm your work becomes! He who is
doing a work for hinself, let himdo it as he |likes; but he who in

| aboring for another, let himbe careful how he does his work; he
who is now enpl oyed by a governor, |et himbeware how he perforns



his duty; but he who labors for God, let himtrenble at the thought
of doing carel ess work! Renmenber you are laboring for God. | say
this, because you profess to be. | fear many, even anong you, are
far fromhaving this view of the matter

The third admonition is--renenber that your children need teaching.
The text inplies that, when it says, "Cone, ny children, listen to
me; | will teach you the fear of the Lord." That makes your work
all the nore solemm. If children did not need teaching, | would not
be so extremely anxi ous that you should teach themright; for works
that are not necessary, nen may do as they please. But here the
work is necessary. Your child needs teaching! He was born in sin;
in sin did his nother conceive him He has an evil heart; he does
not know God, and he never will unless he is taught. He is not like
some ground of which we have heard, that has good seed |ying hidden
inits very heart; but, instead he has evil seed within his heart.
God can place good seed there. You profess to be H s instruments to
scatter seed upon that child' s heart; renenber, if that seed is not
sown, he will be lost forever, he life will be a life of alienation
from God, and, at his death, everlasting fire will be his lot.

Be careful, then, how you teach, renenbering the urgent necessity of
the case. This is not a house on fire needing your assistance with
a fire hose, nor is it an accident at sea, demandi ng your oar in the
lifeboat, but it is a deathless spirit calling aloud to you, "Cone
over and help us."” | beg you, teach "the fear of the Lord," and
that only; be very anxious to say, and say truly, "I will teach you
the fear of the Lord."

V. That brings ne, in the fourth place, to FOUR I NSTRUCTI ONS, and
they are all in the text.

The first is--"Get the children to cone to your school." "Cone, ny
children.” The great conplaint with sone is that they cannot get
children. Go and get themto come. |In London we are canvassing the

city; that is a good idea, and you ought to canvass every vill age,
and every town, and get every child you can; for David says, "Cone,
my children.” M advice then, is, get the children to cone, and do
any thing to make it happen. Don't bribe them- that is the only
plan we object to; it is only adopted in Sunday Schools of the

| owest order; Sunday Schools so bad that, even the fathers and

not hers of the children have too nuch sense to send themthere; but
then farmer Brown won't enploy the parents when they need work, or
the I ocal Judge will ignore their situations; or if the children
don't go to the school on Sundays, they won't be allowed to attend
grammar school during the week. GCh, that beggarly trick of bribing!
| wish there were an end of it; it only shows the weakness and
degradati on, and abomi nation of a sect that cannot succeed wi thout
using so degrading a system But, except that, don't be very
particul ar how you get the children to school

Why, if | could only get people to cone to nmy place by preaching in
a black coat, I would have on a tuxedo tonorrow. | would have a
congregati on sonehow. Better to do strange things than have an
enpty chapel, or an enpty school room When | was in Scotland, we
sent one of our workers around a village to secure an audi ence, and
his efforts were em nently successful. Spare no neans. Go and get



the children in. | have known mnisters who have gone out in the
streets on Sunday afternoon, and talked to the children who were
playing in the street, so as to induce themto cone to the school
This is what an earnest teacher will do. He will say, "Cone to our
school ; you cannot believe what a nice school it is" Then he gets
the children in, and, in his kind, winning manner, he tells them
some stories and anecdotes about girls and boys, and so on. And in
this way the school is filled. Go and catch them any way possible.
There is no |l aw against it. You may do what you like in battle

Al is fair against the devil. M first instruction then is, get
children, and get them any way possible.

The next is, "Get the children to love you," if you can. That also
isinthe text. "Cone, ny children, listen to nme." You know how we
used to be taught in our private schools, how we stood up with our
hands behind us to repeat our |essons. That was not David's plan
"Conme, ny children--cone here, and sit upon nmy knee." "Ch!" thinks
the child, "how nice to have such a teacher! A teacher that wll
et me come near him a teacher that does not say 'go' but 'cone.
The fault of many teachers is, that they do not let their children
near them but endeavor to foster a kind of awful respect. Before
you can teach children you nmust get the silver key of kindness to
unl ock their hearts, and get their attention. Say, "Come, ny
children."

We have known sone good nen who are objects of abhorrence to
children. You renenber the story of two little boys who were one
day asked if they would like to go to heaven, and who, rmuch to their
teacher's astoni shnent, said they really would not. Wen they were

asked "why not," one of themsaid, "I would not like to go to heaven
because grandpa would be there, and would be sure to say, 'get along
boys, get along boys.” | would not like to be along with grandpa."”

If a boy has a teacher who al ways wears a sour | ook, but who talks
to hi mabout Jesus, what does the boy think? "I wonder whether
Jesus was like you; if He was, | wouldn't like H mvery nuch.” Then
there is another teacher who, if he is provoked ever so little,
spanks the child; and, at the sane tine, teaches himthat he should

forgive others, and how ki nd he ought to be. "Well," thinks the
child, "that is no doubt the way to be, but nmy teacher does not show
me howto do it.” |If you drive a boy fromyou, your power is gone,
for you won't be able to teach himanything. It is a waste of tine
to attenpt teaching those who do not |ove you. Try and nmake them

| ove you, and then they will |earn anything from you.

The next instruction is, "Get the children's attention.”™ That is in
the text. "Cone, ny children, listen to ne." |If they do not

listen, you may talk, but you will waste your words. |If they do not

listen, you go through your |abors as an unmeani ng drudgery to
your sel ves and you scholars too. You can do nothing w thout
securing their attention. "That is just what | cannot do," says
one. \Well, that depends upon yourself. |If you give them sonething
worth listening to, they will be sure to listen. @Gve them

somet hing worth hearing, and they will certainly listen. This rule
may not be universal, but it is very nearly so. Don't forget to
give them a few anecdotes. Anecdotes are very much objected to by
critics of sernons, who say they ought not to be used in the pulpit.



But sonme of us know better than that; we know what will wake a
congregati on up; we can speak from experience, that a few anecdotes
here and there are first rate things to get the attention of persons
who won't listen to dry doctrine.

Try to learn as many short interesting stories, in the week before
cl ass, as possible. Werever you go, if you are really a good
teacher, you can always find sonmething to make into a story to tel
your children. Then, when your class gets dull, and you cannot get
their attention, say to them "Do you know the Five Bells?" and then
they all open their eyes at once, if there is such a place in the
village; or, "Do you know the turning against the Red Lion?" and
then tell them sonething you may have read or heard just to secure
their attention.

A dear child once said: "Father, | like to hear M. So-and-so
preach, because be puts sone 'likes' into his sernon--'like this,
and like that.'" Yes, children always |ove those "likes." Make

par abl es, pictures, figures, for them and you will always get their
attention. | amsure if | were a boy listening to sone of you,

unl ess you told me a story now and then, you would as often see the
back of nmy head as nmy face; and | don't know, if | sat in a hot

cl assroom but that ny head would nod, and I should go to sleep, or
be playing with Tomon ny left, and do as many strange things as the
rest, if you did not strive to interest ne. Renmenber to nake them
listen.

The fourth adnmonition is, "Care about what you teach the children.”
"Conme, ny children, listen to ne; | will teach you the fear of the
Lord." Not to weary you, however, | only hint at that, and pass on

V. In the fifth place, to give you FI VE SUNDAY- SCHOOL LESSONS--five
subj ects to teach your children--and these you will find in the
verses follow ng the text:

1. "Come, ny children, listen to ne; I will teach you the fear of
the Lord." The first thing to teach is "norality."” "Woever of you
loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from
evil and your lips fromspeaking lies. Turn fromevil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it."

2. The second is "godliness, and a constant belief in God's
oversight." "The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears
are attentive to their cry."

3. The third thing is "the evil of sin:"™ "The face of the LORD is
agai nst those who do evil, to cut off the menmory of themfromthe
earth. The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them he delivers
themfromall their troubles.”

4. The fourth thing is, "the necessity of a broken heart:" "The
LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed
inspirit.”

5. The fifth thing is "the inestimable bl essedness of being a child
of God:" "A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD
delivers himfromthemall; he protects all his bones, not one of



themw || be broken. The LORD redeens his servants; no one will be
condemed who takes refuge in Hm"

I have given you these divisions, and now let me refer to them one
by one. Here, then, is a nodel |esson for you: "Conme, ny children
listen to ne: | will teach you the fear of the Lord." David begins
with a question, "Who of you loves life and desires to see many good
days?" The children like that thought; they would like to live to
be old. Wth this introduction he begins and teaches themnorality:
"Keep your tongue fromevil and your lips fromspeaking lies. Turn
fromevil and do good; seek peace and pursue it."

Now, we never teach norality as the way of salvation. God forbid
that we should ever mix up man's works in any way with the road to
heaven; "For it is by grace we have been saved, through faith--and

this not fromourselves, it is the gift of God." But yet we teach
nmorality, while we teach spirituality; and I have always found that
t he gospel produces the best norality in all the world. | would

have t he Sunday School teacher take care of the norals of the boys
and girls, speaking to themvery particularly of those sins which
are nost comon to youth. He nmay honestly and conveniently say nmany
things to his children which no one el se can say, especially when
rem nding them of the sin of lying, so conmon with children; the sin
of little petty thefts, of disobedience to parents, of breaking the
Sabbath day. | would have the teacher be very particular in
mentioni ng these things, one by one; for it is of little help
talking to them about sins in the mass: you nust take them one by
one, just as David did.

First |ook after the tongue: "Keep your tongue fromevil and your
lips fromspeaking lies.” Then |ook after the whole conduct: "Turn
fromevil and do good; seek peace and pursue it." If the child's
soul is not saved by other parts of the teaching, this part may have
a beneficial effect upon his life; and so far so good. Mrality,
however, is conparatively a small thing.

The best part of what you teach is "godliness,"” a constant belief in
God--1 said, not religion, but godliness. Mny people are religions
wi t hout being godly. Many have all the externals of godliness, all

t he outside of piety--such nen we call religious--but they have no

t hought about God. They think about their place of worship, their
Sunday, their books, but nothing about God; and he who does not
respect God, pray to God, love God, is an ungodly man with all his
external religion, however good that may be. Labor to teach the
child always to have an eye to God; wite on his brow, "You, God,
see ne;" stanmp on his books, "You, God, see ne;" beg himto remenber
t hat ,

"Wthin the enbracing arns of God
He forever will dwell;"

that the arns of Jehovah enconpass hi maround while his every act
and thought is under the eye of God. No Sunday School teacher

di scharges his duty unless he constantly |ays stress upon the fact
that there is a God who notices everything. OCh! that we were nore
godly ourselves, that we nore of godliness, and that we loved it
better!



The third [esson is--"the evil of sin." |If the child does not |earn
that, he will never learn the way to heaven. None of us ever knew
what a Saviour Christ was till we knew what an evil thing sin was.

If the Holy Spirit does not teach us "the exceedi ng sinful ness of
sin," we shall never know the bl essedness of salvation. Let us ask
for H's grace, then, we nmay forever be able to fight against the

abomi nabl e nature of sin. "The face of the LORD is agai nst those
who do evil, to cut off the menory of themfromthe earth.” Don't
spare your child; let himknow what sin |eads to; don't, like sonme

peopl e, be afraid of speaking the consequences of sin clearly and
unbi ased.

I have heard of a father, one of whose sons, a very ungodly young
man, died suddenly. He did not, as some would do, say to his
famly: "We hope your brother has gone to heaven." No; but,
overcom ng his natural feelings, he was enabl ed, by divine grace, to
gat her the older children, and say: "My sons and daughters, your
brother is dead; | fear he is in hell; you knew his life and
conduct, you saw how he behaved: God snatched himaway." Then he
sol emmly warned them of the place to which he believed, and al nost
knew he had gone, begging themto avoid it; and then he was the
means of bringing themto serious thought. But had he acted, as
some woul d have done, with tenderness of heart, but not with honesty
of purpose, and said he hoped his son had gone to heaven, what woul d
the others have said? "If he is gone to heaven, there is no need for
us to fear, we may live as we like."

No, no; | hold that it is not unchristian to say of sone nen that
they are gone to hell, when we have seen that their |ives have been
hellish lives. But it is said: "Can you judge your fell ow
creatures?" No, but | can "know' themby their fruits; | do not
judge themor condemm them they judge thenselves. | have seen
their sins go before themto judgment, and | do not doubt that they
shall follow after. "But couldn't they have been saved at the

el eventh hour?" | do not know that they can. | have heard of one

who was, but | do not know that there ever was another, and | cannot
tell that there ever will be. Be honest then, with your children
and teach them by the help of God, that evil will kill the w cked.

But you will not have done half enough unless you teach carefully
the fourth point--"the absolute necessity of a change of heart.”

Ch, may CGod enable us to keep this constantly before the m nds of
the children--that there nmust be a broken heart and a repentant
spirit, that good works will be of no use unless there be a new
nature, that the nost |aborious duties, and the nost earnest prayers
will all be nothing, unless there be a true and thorough repentance
of sin, and an entire forsaking of it through the nmercy of God. Ah!
you be sure, whatever you | eave out, that you tell themof the three
Rs, Ruin, Regeneration, and Redenption. Tell themthat they are
ruined by the fall, and that if they are redeenmed by Christ they
never can know it until they are regenerated by the Spirit. Keep
bef ore them these things; and then you will have the pleasing task
of telling them

In the fifth place, the "joy and bl essedness of being a Christian."
Vll, | need not tell you howto talk about that, for if you know



what it is to be a Christian you will never be short of words. Ah!
bel oved, when we get on this subject, our mnd |oves to speak, for

it goes crazy with joy, and frolics in its bliss. OCh! truly was it
said: "Blessed is the man whose sin is forgiven, and whose sin is
pardoned."” Truly was it said: "But blessed is the man who trusts in
the LORD, whose confidence is in Hm" Always stress this point,
that the righteous are a bl essed people--that God's chosen fanmly
redeened by bl ood and saved by power, are a bl essed people here

bel ow, and will be a bl essed peopl e above. Let your children see
that you are blessed. |If they know you are in trouble, cone with a
smling face, if it be possible, so that they may say: "Qur teacher
is a blessed man, although he is bowed down with his troubles.”

Al ways seek to keep a joyous face that they may know religion to be
a blessed thing; and let this be one main point of your teaching, "A
ri ghteous nman may have nmany troubles, but the LORD delivers himfrom
themall; He protects all his bones, not one of themw | be broken
The LORD redeens Hi s servants; no one will be condemmed who takes
refuge in Hm"

Thus | have given you these five |l essons; and now, in conclusion

let me solemly say, with all the instruction you may give to your
children, you nust be deeply conscious that you are not capable of
doing any thing in the child s salvation, but that it is God H nself
who fromthe first to the last nust effect it all. You are a pen
God may wite with you, but you can not wite yourself. You are a
sword; God may with you slay the child' s sin, but you cannot slay it
yoursel f. Therefore be always mndful of this, that you rmust first
be taught of God yourself, and then you nmust ask God to teach, for
unl ess a higher teacher than you instruct the child, that child nust
perish. It is not all your instruction that saves his soul: it is
the bl essing of God resting on it.

May God bl ess your labors! He will do it if you are instant in
prayer, constant in supplication; for never yet did the earnest
preacher or teacher, l|abor in vain, and never yet has it been found
that the bread cast upon the water has been |ost.

Transcri bed by:

Tony Capocci a

Bl BLE BULLETI N BOARD

BOX 130

SHREVEPORT, LA 71110

MODEM ( 318) - 949- 1456

300/ 1200/ 2400/ 9600/ 19200/ 38400 DS HST

[end of CHI LDREN. TXT]

[FILE_I D. DI Z]

C. H Spurgeon on Ps34:11, on mnistry to
CHI LDREN



