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"Etext" Editor's Note

Early in nmy Christian life (probably still in ny teens),
read this little book, and was deeply affected by it. Some of its
truth, such as the principle of Time, | didn't want to hear, but
needed (that was over twenty years ago). | think that this book is a
very valuable mnistry-resource for dealing with new Christians, sone
time early between "i mediate foll ow up" and "ongoi ng di sci pl eshi p",
and al so for dealing with teenaged or nearly-teenaged Covenant
children who are facing inportant life-transitions and decisions that
will chart the course of their lives. | consider it VERY inportant
that a nore experienced Christian be available to talk over the
concepts of the book with the young Christian, but a lack of this
shoul d not cause fear of wi de distribution

I amunconfortable with sone of M. Stanford' s di spensationa
term nol ogy, but as editor (or "librarian") haven't changed it. In
this edition, |'ve expanded abbreviated Bible references, and | have
chosen to ignore the printed edition's page nunbers. If you're
interested in republishing this work (in print nmedia) or translating
i nto anot her | anguage, | recomrend contacting Back to the Bible to
find out how many copies are still avail able.

No copyright was clainmed in the book, and | have done no
further perm ssion-seeking or "copyright search”. | do not assert any
claimof editor's copyright for the digital edition. Since
proliferation of digital textfiles ("etexts" or electronic texts) is
so easy, by disk or various fornms of transm ssion, | exhort you to
share this valuable material wi dely and prayerfully. | recomrend
using several or all of "The Geen Letters" for multiple short
sessions on a church retreat, especially for teens or singles
(preferably using the printed book): to read a | esson, discuss it,
and have a time of group prayer. (I can imagine printing out on a
personal printer for such a use as this only if somehow print-nedia
copi es are unavail able.)

Conmputer-using witers, speakers and preachers will find in
these files a rich store of emnently quotable material. The ASCI
edition will be very useful for cutting out quotes and pasting into
your manuscript or printing directly onto your notecards. (Even if |
were inclined to nitpick a few fine doctrinal points, this
"enbarrassment of riches" for a speaker was a personal notivation for
me to retype this work on ny conputer.)

ON G VI NG AND RECEI VI NG

I have worked hard producing this and other etexts which
have issued freely in digital media, with little or no real hope of
earthly return.

Instead of requiring royalties, | ask for your prayers:

-that God will continue working in ny heart to convict nme of
the sins in my own heart, enable nme to experience H s victory over
them and sovereignly gift ne with the desire to do the things He has
called ne to, the wisdomto recogni ze what He has NOT called ne to
do, and Jesus Christ Hinself living in and through ne powerfully to



bear fruit for Hs glory, fruit that will remain;

-that God will npbve to mnimze and resolve conflicts with
ot her believers, and maxinm ze ny fellowship with others who are truly
committed to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Wrd of God;

-that God will order ny path and gi ve ne persona
opportunities to mnister to individuals, groups, and many scattered
readers, and that He will give H's wi sdom and insight to address the
probl enrs and neet the needs of the noment by applying to the
situations at hand the truths of Hi s eternal Wrd;

-that God will neet ny financial needs in ways that honor H m
and that will free me to serve Hmin projects and fields that may
not necessarily support me directly.

-that God will bless the production and distribution of these
Christian "etexts" and use themto evangelize and build up H's chosen
peopl e.

To Hmbe all the glory!

Hi s,

--Clyde C. Price, Jr.
February 1995

tel ephone: check Metro Atlanta |istings.
Internet: 76616.3452@onpuserve. com
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FOREWORD

Sonme tinme back a friend handed me a copy of a book
entitled THE GREEN LETTERS, witten by Mles J. Stanford. After
reading the first few pages, | knew | had sonething in nmy hand
that was extraordinary. Day by day in nmy devotional period | read
at least one section and found the book to contain one of the
nost practical approaches to the various spiritual activities of
nmy soul that | have ever read. | asked others to read it, and
they confirned nmy inpressions.

Set forth in this book are basic principles pertaining to
the Christian's spiritual exercises. These principles are stated
in such practical formthat you will find it rewarding to read
and reread them and, of course, to put theminto practice. Sone
aspects of the Christian's life and wal k which may have been
puzzling to you will beconme clear as the Spirit of God is able to
make thema reality in your daily life.

The various parts of the book were originally prepared as
short letters and were sent to a nunber of interested friends.
Then they were conpiled into this book. These letters were known
as "The Green Letters,” but in order to make this new printing
meani ngful to a new audi ence, the title has been changed to
PRI NCl PLES OF SPI RI TUAL GROMH. We are thankful for perm ssion
fromthe author to publish this book for the benefit of a |arger
group of friends.

VWile certain sections may be of such interest as to
entice one to read themfirst, it would be best to read the
sections in the order they appear. They are in a |ogical sequence
and precept is laid upon precept. We trust there will be a w de
distribution of these truths.

-- Theodore H Epp Founder and Director Back to the Bible
Br oadcast
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FAI TH

The aimof this book is to carefully bring out sone of the
nore inportant principles of spiritual growh, in order to help build
upon a sound Biblical foundation in Christ. He can honor no other

The Holy Spirit has Paul wite to each of us, "Exam ne
your sel ves, whether ye be in the faith" (2_Corinthians 13:5a), and
the recomendation is certainly not out of order at the very

i nception of this series of studies. First of all, we nust rem nd
ourselves that "without faith it is inpossible to please hint
(Hebrews 11:6a). Mreover, and this is all-inportant, true faith nust

be based sol ely upon scriptural FACTS, for "faith coneth by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). Unless our faith is
est abl i shed upon facts, it is no nore than conjecture, superstition,
specul ation, or presunption

Hebrews 11:1 | eaves no question about this: "Faith is the
subst ance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Faith standing on the FACTS of the Woird of God substantiates and
gi ves evidence of things not seen. And everyone knows that evidence
nmust be founded upon facts. Al of us started on this principle when
we were born again -- our belief stood directly upon the eternal fact
of the redeem ng death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ (1_Corinthians 15:1-4). This is the faith by which we began,
and it is the sanme faith by which we are to "stand" (1_Corinthians
16: 13); and "wal k" (2_Corinthians 5:7); and "live" (Galatians 2:20b).
"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
hi nf (Col ossi ans 2:6).

Since true faith is anchored upon scriptural facts, we are
certainly not to be influenced by | MPRESSI ONS. George Mueller said
"I nmpressi ons have neither one thing nor the other to do with faith.
Faith has to do with the Wird of God. It is not inpressions, strong
or weak, which will make the difference. W have to do with the
Witten Wrd and not ourselves or our inpressions.”

Then, too, PROBABILITIES are the big tenptation when it cones
to exercising faith. Too often the attitude is, "It doesn't seem
probabl e that he will ever be saved."” "The way things are going, |
wonder if the Lord really loves ne."” But Mieller wote: "Muny people
are willing to believe regarding those things that seem probable to
them Faith has nothing to do with probabilities. The province of
faith begins where probabilities cease and sight and sense fail
Appear ances are not to be taken into account. The question is --
whet her God has spoken it in H's Wrd.

Al exander R Hay adds to this by saying, "Faith nmust be based
upon CERTAI NTY. There nust be definite know edge of God's purpose and
will. Wthout that there can be no true faith. For faith is not a
force that we exercise or a striving to believe that sonething shal
be, thinking that if we believe hard enough it will conme to pass.”
That may be positive thinking, but certainly not Biblical faith.

Evan Hopkins wites: "Faith needs facts to REST upon
Presunption can take fancy instead of fact. God in His Wrd reveal s



to us the facts with which faith has to deal."” It is upon this basis
that J.B.Stoney can say, "Real faith is always increased by
opposition, while false confidence is damaged and di scouraged by it."
There can be no steadfastness apart fromimovable facts. Peter's
burden was, "That the trial of your faith, being nuch nore precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, mght be
found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ" (1 _Peter 1:7).

Once we begin to reckon (count) on facts, our Father begins
to build us up in the faith. Fromhis profoundly sinple trust in CGod,
Muel l er was able to say that "God delights to increase the faith of
H's children. W ought, instead of wanting no trials before victory,
no exercise for patience, to be willing to take themfrom God' s hand
as a nmeans. | say -- and say it deliberately -- trials, obstacles,
difficulties, and sonetinmes defeats, are the very food of faith.”

On this same subject, James McConkey wote: "Faith is
DEPENDENCE upon God. And this God-dependence only begi ns when
sel f - dependence ends. And sel f-dependence only cones to its end, with
some of us, when sorrow, suffering, affliction, broken plans and
hopes bring us to that place of self-help-lessness and defeat. And
only then do we find that we have | earned the | esson of faith; to
find our tiny craft of life rushing onward to a bl essed victory of
life and power and service undreamt of in the days of our fleshly
strength and self-reliance.”

J.B. Stoney agrees by saying, "It is a great thing to LEARN
faith: that is, sinple dependence upon God. It will confort you nuch
to be assured that the Lord is teaching you dependence upon Hi nself,
and it is very remarkable that faith is necessary in EVERYTH NG ' The
just shall live by faith,' not only in your circunstances, but in
everything. | believe the Lord allows nmany things to happen on
purpose to make us feel our need of Hm The nore you find Hmin
your sorrows or wants, the nore you will be attached to H m and drawn
away fromthis place where the sorrows are, to Hmin the place where
He is.” "Set your affection on things above" (Col ossians 3:2a).

Actual ly, we cannot trust anyone further than we know him So
we nust not only learn the facts involved, but ever nore intimately
cone to know the One who presents and upholds them "And this is life
eternal, that they mght know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whomthou hast sent” (John 17:3). "G&Gace and peace be
mul tiplied unto you through the know edge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the know edge of him
that hath called us to glory and virtue: Wereby are given unto us
exceedi ng great and precious prom ses: that by these ye m ght be
partakers of the divine nature" (2_Peter 1:2-4).

#



TI ME

It seens that nost believers have difficulty in realizing and
facing up to the inexorable fact that God does not hurry in Hs
devel opnent of our Christian life. He is working fromand for
eternity! So many feel they are not making progress unless they are
swiftly and constantly forging ahead. Now it is true that the new
convert often begins and continues for sone tine at a fast rate. But
this will not continue if there is to be healthy growh and ultimte
maturity. God hinmself will nodify the pace. This is inmportant to see,
since in nost instances when seem ng decl ension begins to set in, it
is not, as so many think, a matter of backsliding.

John Darby nakes it plain that "it is God's way to set people
aside after their first start, that self-confidence may di e down.
Thus Moses was forty years. On his first start he had to run away.
Paul was three years also, after his first testinmony. Not that Cod
did not approve the first earnest testinony. W nust get to know
oursel ves and that we have no strength. Thus we nust |earn, and then
| eaning on the Lord we can with nore maturity, and nore
experientially, deal with souls.”

Since the Christian |ife matures and becones fruitful by the
principle of growmth (2_Peter 3:18), rather than by struggle and
"experiences,” much tine is involved. Unless we see and acqui esce to
this, there is bound to be constant frustration, to say nothing of
resi stance to our Father's devel opment processes for us. Dr.

A-H Strong illustrates for us: "A student asked the President of his
school whether he could not take a shorter course than the one
prescribed. 'Ch yes,' replied the President, 'but then it depends
upon what you want to be. Wen God wants to nake an oak, He takes an
hundred years, but when He wants to nake a squash, He takes six
months.'" Strong also wisely points out to us that "growth is not a
uniformthing in the tree or in the Christian, In sone single nonths
there is nore growth than in all the year besides. During the rest of
the year, however, there is solidification, wthout which the green
ti mber woul d be usel ess. The period of rapid growth, when woody fibre
is actually deposited between the bark and the trunk, occupies but
four to six weeks in May, June and July."

Let's settle it once and for all -- there are no shortcuts to
reality! A meteor is on a shortcut as it proceeds to burn out, but
not a star, with its steady light so often depended upon by
navi gators. Unless the tine factor is acknow edged fromthe heart,
there is always danger of turning to the false enticenent of a
shortcut via the neans of "experiences," and "bl essings," where one
beconmes pathetically enneshed in the vortex of ever-changing
"feelings,"” adrift fromthe noorings of scriptural facts.

In regard to this subject George Goodman wites: "Sone have
been betrayed into professing perfection or full deliverance, because
at the tine they speak they are happy and confident in the Lord. They
forget that it is not a present experience that ensures fruit unto
maturity, but a patient continuance in well doing. To taste of the
grace of God is one thing; to be established in it and manifest it
in character, habit, and regular life, is another. Experiences and



bl essi ngs, though real gracious visitations fromthe Lord, are not
sufficient to rest upon, nor should they lead us to glory in
ourselves, as if we had a store of grace for time to conme, or were
yet at the end of the conflict. No. Fruit ripens slowy; days of
sunshi ne and days of storm each add their share. Blessing wll
succeed bl essing, and stormfollow stormbefore the fruit is ful
grown or comes to maturity."”

In that the Husbandman's method for true spiritual growh
i nvol ves pain as well as joy, suffering as well as happiness, failure
as well as success, inactivity as well as service, death as well as
life, the tenptation to shortcut is especially strong unless we see
the value and subnmit to the necessity of the tinme elenent; in sinple
trust resting in H's hands, "Being confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good work in you will performit until the day
of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6). And, dear friends, it will take
that |long! But since God is working for eternity, why should we be
concerned about the tine involved?

Graham Scroggi e affirmed: "Spiritual renewal is a gradua
process. Al growh is progressive, and the finer the organism the
| onger the process. It is fromneasure to neasure: thirtyfold,
sixtyfold, an hundredfold. It is fromstage to stage: 'first the
bl ade, then the ear, and after that, the full corn in the ear.' And
it is fromday to day. How varied these are! There are great days,
days of decisive battles, days of crisis in spiritual history, days
of triunph in Christian service, days of the right hand of God upon
us. But there are also idle days, days apparently usel ess, when even
prayer and holy service seema burden. Are we, in any sense, renewed
in these days? Yes, for any experience which makes us nore aware of
our need of God nust contribute to spiritual progress, unless we deny
the Lord who bought us."

We night consider sonme familiar nanes of believers whom God
obvi ously brought to maturity and used for His glory -- such as
Pi erson, Chapman, Taul er, Mody, CGoforth, Mieller, Taylor, Watt,
Trunbul |, Meyer, Murray, Havergal, Guyon, ©Mabie, Cordon, Hyde
Mant| e, McCheyne, MConkey, Deck, Paxson, Stoney, Saphir, Carm chael
and Hopki ns. The average for these was fifteen years after they
entered their life work before they began to know the Lord Jesus as
their Life, and ceased trying to work for Hi mand began allowi ng H m
to be their Al in all and do H's work through them This is not to
di scourage us in any way, but to help us to settle down with our
sights on eternity, by faith "apprehending that for which also | am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. Pressing toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3;12b, 14).

Certainly this is not to discount a Spirit-fostered
experience, blessing, or even a crisis; but it is to be renenbered
that these sinply contribute to the overall, and all-inportant
process. It takes tine to get to know ourselves; it takes tinme and
eternity to get to know our Infinite Lord Jesus Christ. Today is the
day to put our hand to the plow, and irrevocably set our heart on H's
goal for us -- that we "may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being nmade
conformabl e unto his death"” (Philippians 3:10).



"So often in the battle," says Austin-Sparks, "we go to the
Lord, and pray, and plead, and appeal for victory, for ascendency,
for mastery over the forces of evil and death, and our thought is
that in some way the Lord is going to cone in with a m ghty exercise
of power and put us into a place of victory and spiritual ascendency
as in an act. W nust have this nmentality corrected. What the Lord
does is to enlarge us to possess. He pets us through sonme exercise,
t hrough sonme experience, takes us by sone way which nmeans our
spiritual expansion, and exercise of spirituality so we occupy the
| arger place spontaneously. 'I will not drive themout from before
thee in one year; lest the | and beconme desol ate, and the beast of the
field nmultiply against thee. By little and little I will drive them
out before thee, until thou be increased.'" (Exodus 23:29-30)

"One day in the House of Commons, British Prime M nister

Disraeli made a brilliant speech on the spur of the nonent. That
night a friend said to him 'l nust tell you how nuch I enjoyed your
ext enporaneous talk. It's been on ny mind all day.' 'Madam
confessed Disraeli, 'that extenporaneous talk has been on ny mnd for

twenty years!'"

#



ACCEPTANCE

There are two questions that every believer nust settle as
soon as possible. The one is, Does God fully accept ne? and, If so,
upon what basis does He do so? This is crucial. Wat devastation
often perneates the Iife of one, young or old, rich or poor, saved or
unsaved, who is not sure of being accepted, even on the human | evel.

Yet so many believers, whether "strugglers" or "vegetators,"
nmove through life without this precious fact to rest and build upon
"Havi ng predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to hinself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the
prai se of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath nmade us accepted in
t he bel oved" (Ephesians 1:5-6).

Every believer is accepted by the Father, in Christ. "Being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Romans 5:1). The peace is God's toward us, through H's
Bel oved Son -- upon this, our peace is to be based. God is able to be
at peace with us through our Lord Jesus Christ, "having nade peace by
the bl ood of his cross" (Colossians 1:20). And we nust never forget
that Hi s peace is founded solely on the work of the cross, totally
apart from anythi ng whatsoever in or fromus, since "God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us" (Romans 5:8).

Qur faith becones a fixed attitude, once it begins to rest in
this wonderful fact. Then it can be, if necessary, "rejected indeed
of men, but chosen of God, and precious"” (1_Peter 2:4 ASV). This is
t he steadying influence nost believers are in need of today. A
century ago, J.B.Stoney wote: "The bl essed God never alters nor
di verges fromthe acceptance in which He has received us because of
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Al as! we diverge fromthe
state in which God can ever be toward us as recorded i n Romans
5:1-11. Many suppose that because they are conscious of sins, that
hence they nmust renew their acceptance w th God.

"The truth is that God has not altered. His eye rests on the
wor k acconplished by Christ for the believer. When you are not
wal king in the Spirit you are in the flesh: you have turned to the
old man which was crucified on the cross (Romans 6:6). You have to be
restored to fell owship, and when you are, you find your acceptance
wi th God unchanged and unchangeabl e. Wen sins are introduced there
is a fear that God has changed. He has not changed, but you have. You
are not walking in the Spirit but in the flesh. You have to judge
yourself in order to be restored. 'For this is ny blood of the new
testanment which is shed for many for the rem ssion of sins' (Matthew
26:28). But if your sins are not net there, where can they be net?
"Now where rem ssion of sinis, there is no nore offering for sin'
(Hebrews 10:18). God has effected the reconciliation; He always
remains true to it. Alas! we diverge fromit; and the tendency is to
suppose that the blessed God has altered toward us. He certainly wll
judge the flesh if we do not, but He never departs fromthe | ove
whi ch He has expressed to the prodigal, and we find that when the
cl oud, which walking in the flesh produced has passed away, H s
| ove, bl essed be Hi s Nane, had never changed.™



God' s basis nust be our basis for acceptance. There is none
other. We are "accepted in the Beloved." Qur Father is fully
satisfied with H s Bel oved Son on our behalf, and there is no reason
for us not to be. Qur satisfaction can only spring fromand rest in
H s satisfaction. It is fromGod to us, not fromus to God. J. N
Darby was very clear on this: "Wen the Holy Spirit reasons with man
He does not reason fromwhat man is for God, but fromwhat God is to
man. Soul s reason fromwhat they are in thensel ves as to whet her God
can accept them He cannot accept you thus; you are | ooking for
ri ghteousness in yourself as a ground of acceptance with Hm You
cannot get peace whilst reasoning in that way.

"The Holy Spirit always reasons down fromwhat CGod is, and
this produces a total change in ny soul. It is not that | abhor ny
sins; indeed | may have been wal king very well; but it is 'l abhor
nmyself.' This is howthe Holy Spirit reasons; He shows us what we
are, and that is one reason why He often seens to be very hard and
does not give peace to the soul, as we are not relieved until we
experientially, fromour hearts, acknow edge what we are.

"Until the soul comes to that point He does not give it peace
-- He could not; it would be healing the wound slightly. The soul has
to go on until it finds there is nothing to rest on but the abstract
goodness of God; and then, 'If God be for us, who can be agai nst us?
(Romans 8: 31b).?

Sad today, nost believers actually reason just the opposite
-- fromthensel ves to God. When all is going well, and God seens to
be blessing, then it is that they feel He | oves and accepts them But
when they are stunbling, and everything seens dry and hard, then they
feel that He does not |ove and accept them How can this be? There is
not hi ng about us to commend us to God, our acceptance being in
Christ, plus the fact that nost of our true spiritual devel opnent
conmes through the dry and hard tines. Thank God, He has accepted us
in Hs Son, and upon this FACT we must rest our faith. As in
justification, our acceptance is by GRACE alone. In his classic,
ROVANS, VERSE BY VERSE, Wn R Newell| presents sone penetrating
t houghts regarding this grace:

"There being no cause in the creature why grace should be
shown, the creature must be brought off fromtrying to give cause to
CGod for H's care.” "He has been accepted in Christ, who is his
standing!™ "He is not on probation." "As to his life past, it does
not exist before God: he died at the cross, and Christ is his Life"
"Grace, once bestowed, is not withdraws: for God knew all the human
exi genci es beforehand: H's action was independent of them not
dependent upon them™

"To believe, and to consent to be |loved while unworthy, is
the great secret.”

"To refuse to make 'resolutions' and 'vows'; for that is to

trust in the flesh."

"To expect to be bl essed, though realizing nore and nore | ack
of worth."



"To rely on God's chastening (child training) hand as a mark
of H's kindness."

"To 'hope to be better' (hence acceptable) is to fail to see
yourself in Christ only."

"To be disappointed with yourself is to have believed in
yoursel f."

"To be discouraged is unbelief -- as to God's purpose and
pl an of bl essing for you."

To be proud, is to be blind! For we have no standi ng before
God, in ourselves."

"The | ack of Divine blessing, therefore, cones from unbeli ef,
and not fromfailure of devotion."

"To preach devotion first, and bl essing second, is to reverse
CGod' s order, and preach law, not grace. The Law nade nman's bl essing
depend on devotion; Grace confers undeserved, unconditional blessing
our devotion may follow, but does not always do so -- in proper
measure. "

Have we been afraid to really believe God? Have sonme even
been afraid to allow others to really believe H n? W nust never
forget that "CGod's ways are not always man's ways. To some men
constant peril is the only spur to action, and many religi ons and
psychol ogi es are dependent on fear to keep their disciples in |ine.
Fear, too, has a place in Christianity, but God has higher and nore
effective notivations than fear, and one of these is love. Oten fear
after a while produces only nunbness, but |love thrives on |ove. To
prom se a man the certainty of his destiny may seem on the human
level, like playing with fire; but this | eaves God out of the
pi cture. Those who have the deepest appreciation of grace do not
continue in sin. Mreover, fear produces the obedi ence of slaves;
| ove engenders the obedience of sons.” --J. W Sanderson, Jr

"For if the trunpet gave an uncertain sound, who shal
prepare hinself to the battle?" (1_Corinthians 14:8). Until the
Christian is absolutely and scripturally sure of his standing, he is
not going to do much standing." "Stand therefore" (Ephesians 6:14a).

"Now our Lord Jesus Christ hinmself, and God, even our Father
whi ch hath [ oved us, and hath given us everlasting consol ati on and
good hope through grace, Confort your hearts, and stablish you in
every good word and work" (2_Thessal onians 2:16-17).
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PURPCSE

How wonderful and encouraging it is to know that our Heavenly
Fat her has made it crystal clear in Hs Wrd exactly what H s purpose
is for each one of us. Nowis the tine, right in these next few
nmonents, to make sure, on the authority of His eternal Wrd, as to
H s purpose for your personal life.

"And CGod said, Let us nake man in our inmage" (Genesis 1:26).
The first Adam the head of the human race, was nade in God's inmage

in the real mof personality, intellect, enotions, will, etc., so that
t here coul d be conmmuni on, fellowship, and cooperation between them
wi th God Sovereign, and man subject -- subject to Hs will, which is

perfect freedom But we know that Adam was beguil ed into choosing his
own way in preference to God's way, relying upon hinself only, |oving
just hinself. As a result, he inmedi ately becane sel f-centered

i nstead of God-centered; dead to God who is the Source of all Life,
dead in trespasses and sins. In this condition Adam "begat a son in
his own |ikeness, after his [fallen] imge" (Genesis 5:2). Thus he
brought forth a sinful, ungodly, self-centered race, born "dead in
trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1).

"God ... hath in these | ast days spoken unto us by H's son
VWho being the brightness of his glory, and the express inmage of
his person” (Hebrews 1:3). Here is the image of God back on earth,
this time in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, God's instrunment in
the Father's hand for conformng us to the inmage of H s Son

Failure where self is concerned in our Christian life and
service, is allowed and often engineered by God in order to turn us
conpletely fromourselves unto H's Source for our life -- Christ
Jesus, who never fails. Rejoice, dear friend, in your need and hunger
of heart, for God says, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6). As we,
in our abject need, consistently and | ovingly | ook upon our Lord
Jesus revealed to us in the Wrd, the Holy Spirit will quietly and
effortl essly change the center and source of our lives fromself to
Christ -- hence for each of us it will be, "Not I, but Christ."

God has a natural lawin force to the effect that we are
conformed to that upon which we center our interest and | ove.
Hawt hor ne brought out this fact in "The Great Stone Face." Then too
t hi nk of Germany sone years ago, full of little Htlers all because
of fanatical devotion to a second-rate paper hanger! Here in our
country com c books, radio, T.V. and novies have all contributed in
giving us a rising generation of young Davey Crocketts, cowboys,
gangsters, etc. And what of the believer? If we are attracted to this
present evil world, we becone increasingly worldly; if we panper and
live for self, we becone nore and nore self-centered; but when we
| ook unto Jesus Christ, we becone nore and nore |ike H m

Norman Douty wites, "If | amto be like Hm then God in H's
grace nmust do it, and the sooner | conme to recognize it the sooner
will be delivered from another form of bondage. Throw down every
endeavor and say, | cannot do it, the nore | try the farther | get
fromH s |ikeness. Wat shall | do? Ah, the Holy Spirit says, You



cannot do it; just withdraw, come out of it. You have been in the
arena, you have been endeavoring, you are a failure, come out and sit
down, and as you sit there behold Hm look at Hm Don't try to be
like Hm just look at Hm Just be occupied with Hm Forget about
trying to be like Hm Instead of letting that fill your mnd and
heart, let Hmfill it. Just behold Hm | ook upon H mthrough the
Wrd. Cone to the Wird for one purpose and that is to neet the Lord.
Not to get your mind crammed full of things about the sacred Wrd,
but conme to it to neet the Lord. Make it to be a medium not of

Bi bl i cal schol arship, but of fellowship with Christ. Behold the
Lord. "

"Thou sayest, Fit me, fashion ne for Thee. Stretch forth
thine enpty hands, and be thou still: Oh restless soul, thou dost but
hi nder Me By valiant purpose and by steadfast will. Behold the sunmer
flowers beneath the sun, In stillness his great glory they behol d;
And sweetly thus his mighty work is done, And resting in his gl adness
they unfold. So are the sweetness and the joy D vine Thine, O
bel oved, and the work is Mne." --Ter Steegen

"For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of
his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). And what is H s "good
pl easure” He is "performing” in us? He is working everything together
for this one purpose: "That the |life al so of Jesus m ght be nade
mani fest in our nortal flesh” (2_Corinthians 4:11). This is life:
"For me to live is Christ" (Philippians 1:21). This is service: "And
there were certain G eeks ... saying ... Sir, we would see Jesus"
(John 12: 20-21).

#



PREPARATI ON

Once we know Hi s eternal plan and purpose for us, plus H's
met hod of preparation and process to that end, there is rest and
confidence. Now it so happens that God's basic ingredient for growh
is need. Wthout personal needs, we would get nowhere in our
Christian life. The reason our Father creates and all ows needs in our
lives is to turn us fromall that is outside of Christ, centering us
in Hmalone. "Not I, but Christ."

For both our growh and service it is all-essential that we
see and understand this principle, which J. B. Stoney sets forth in a
sentence: "The soul never inbibes the truth in living power but as it
requires it." As for our growth, needs cause us to reach out and
appropriate by faith, fromour Lord Jesus, that which we require. And
in the mtter of service, in wtnessing and hel ping others, we mnust
watch and wait for the hungry, the needy heart, if there is to be
abiding fruit. Again M. Stoney says, "The true value of anything is

known only when it is wanted.” M. Darby makes this double clear by
witing, "Wsdomand phil osophy never found out God; He makes Hinself
known to us through our needs; necessity finds Hmout. | doubt nuch

if we have ever |earned anything solidly except we have learnt it
thus."

In this light, our needs are invaluable! W nust face up to
the fact that without spiritual hanger, we cannot feed upon the Lord
Jesus Christ. From our personal experience, Matthew 5:6 should nean
much to every one of us -- "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” Al to often
bel i evers are exhorted and even pressured to grow before there is an
acute awareness of need, before there is true spiritual hunger. And,
sad to say, in nost instances when there is real heart-hunger, very
little spiritual food is offered. One of the main reasons for so nuch
evangel istic effort and personal work coming to little or nothing is
that truths are forced upon the "victin to be saved before he is
aware that he is lost. The work will soon conme to naught unless an
over powering conviction of sin causes the lost to reach out with the
grip of personal faith, and find their need fully nmet in the Savior

Wat chman Nee puts first things first in saying, "The Lord
does not set us here first of all to preach, or to do any work for
Hm The first thing for which He sets us here is to create hunger in
others. No true work will ever begin w thout a sense of need being
created. W cannot inject that into others; we cannot drive people to
be hungry. That hunger is to be created, and that hunger can be
created only through those who carry the inpressions of God."

In preparation, there is a tearing down before there can be a
buil ding up. "Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath
torn, and he will heal us; he hath smtten, and he will bind us up"
(Hosea 6:1). This applies to both growh and service. J. C Mtcalfe
faithfully wites: "It is nore than conforting to realize that it is
t hose who have pl unbed the depths of failure to whom God invariably
gives the call to shepherd others. This is not a call given to the
gifted, the highly trained, or the polished as such



"Wthout a bitter experience of their own inadequacy and
poverty they are quite unfitted to bear the burden of spiritua
mnistry. It takes a man who has di scovered sonet hing of the nmeasures
of his own weakness to be patient with the foibles of others. Such a
man al so has a first-hand know edge of the loving care of the Chief
Shepherd, and His ability to heal one who has cone hunbly to trust in
H m and H m al one. Therefore he does not easily despair of others,
but | ooks beyond sinful ness, willfulness, and stupidity, to the m ght
of unchangi ng | ove. The Lord Jesus does not give the charge, 'Be a
shepherd to My lanbs ... to My sheep,’ on hearing Peter's
self-confident affirmati on of undying loyalty, but He gives it after
he has utterly failed to keep his vows and has wept bitterly in the
streets of Jerusalem"”

Yes, there is going to be deep, thorough, and | ong
preparation if there is to be reality; if our life is to be
Christ-centered, our walk controlled by the Holy Spirit, and our
service glorifying to God. Sooner or later the Holy Spirit begins to
make us aware of our basic problemas believers -- the infinite
di fference between self and Christ. "There are other |aborers besides
those who are seeking for pardon -- for justification. There are
| aborers for sanctification -- after personal holiness -- after
ri ddance of the power of the old Adam and to such, as well as to
those who are seeking after salvation, Christ promses, with this
great 'l will' (Matthew 11:28-30). It is highly possible for a man,
after having found justifying rest in Christ, to enter upon a state
of deep need as regards sanctifying rest. W think we shall not go
far wong if we say that this has been the experience of al nost every
believer that has ever lived." --P. B. Power

Much of His preparation in our |lives consists of setting up
this struggle -- our seeing self for what it is, and then attenpting
to get free fromits evil power and influence. For there is no hope
of consistent abiding in the Lord Jesus as |long as we are under the
dom nion of the self-life, in which "dwelleth no good thing" (Ronmans
7:18a). "Not in babyhood are we able to continually abide in H's
presence, regardl ess of our surroundings and that which we are
doi ng. Not when we serve Hmwth intermttent zeal does our own sou
grow and thrive; not when we are indifferent are we watered fromthe
presence of the Lord. It is after we have been subdued, refined, and
chast ened; when love of self and the world is gone, that we learn to
abide in touch with Hmat all tines, and in all places or
surroundi ngs." --Macllravy

The val ue of both the struggle to free ourselves fromthe old
Adam |life, and the equally fruitless efforts to experience the new
Adamlife, the Christ-life, is to finally realize that it is utterly
futile. Qur personal, heart-breaking failure in every phase of our
Christian life is our Father's preparation for H s success on our
behal f. This negative processing of Hs, finally brings us into H s
positive prom se of Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very
thi ng, that he which hath begun a good work in you will performit
until the day of Jesus Christ." H's "good work™ in us is begun
through failure, and this includes our strongest points, which
continues on into H's success, by H s performance, and not ours. "For
it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pl easure™ (Philippians 2:13). There is no question but that we all



began in sheer grace, and we must continue and arrive on the very
same basis: "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Chri st
hath nmade us free" (Galatians 5:1).

Charles Trunbull said, "The effortless Iife is not the
will-less life. W use our will to believe, to receive, but not to
exert effort in trying to acconplish what only God can do. Qur hope
for victory over sinis not 'Christ plus nmy efforts,’ but 'Christ
plus ny receiving.' To receive victory fromH mis to believe H's
Wrd that solely by His grace He is, this nonent, freeing us fromthe
dom nion of sin. And to believe on Hmin this way is to recogni ze
that He is doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves."” W | earned
this principle at the tine of our spiritual birth, and it seens that
nmost of us have to learn it all over again for our spiritual growh
and service. Fear not, dear friend; just hold firmto the fact of H's
purpose for you in Christ, and He will faithfully take you step by
step into all the necessary preparation -- He will do it. Once you
are sure of the purpose, you can be equally positive of the
preparation. Sinply renmenber that Ronmans 8:28 and 29 go together, and
thank H mfor Philippians 1:6."

"The Lord is glorified in a people whose heart is set at any
cost, by any road, upon the goal which is God hinself. A man who is
t hus m nded says, 'By any road!' Here is a very difficult road, a
road beset by enemes, but the passionate desire for the goal wll
hold himsteadfast in the way. It is the nan who | acks the yearning
to know Hmthat will easily be turned aside. Al ong that road the Man
Christ Jesus has already gone before, and at every point has overcone
for us. W have not clinb up; we are to be brought through in the
train of His triunph. Every eneny has been net; every foe has been
overcone; there remmins nothing that has not been put potentially
beneath His feet, and there remains nothing in this universe that is
able to overcone the least child of God who has taken the hand of the
Lord and said: 'Lord, bring ne through to the place where Thou art,
in virtue of the blood which Thou hast already taken through in
victory.' There is great glory to the Lord in a quiet, confident walk
in a day of adversity, a day of dread, when things about us are
shaking and trenbling." --GP.

#



COWPLETE IN H M

We continue to deal with foundational facts, since the life
can be no better than its root, its source. Youth and immuaturity tend
to act first and think later, if at all. Maturity has | earned to take
time to assess the facts. Qur patient Husbandman is willing for us to
take tinme and learn the eternal facts, w thout which we cannot be
brought to maturity.

Qur Lord Jesus so often uses natural facts in order to teach
t he deepest spiritual truths. He first teaches us about our natural
Adanmic life before we can understand and appreci ate our new
spiritual, Christ-life. This involves the vital source principle:
"after its kind." Every believer first learns that he is conplete in
Adam -- he sprang fromhim he is like him "For as by one man's
di sobedi ence many were made sinners” (Romans 5:19a). "For | know that
inme (that is, in nmy flesh), dwelleth no good thing" (Ronans 7:18a).
VWhen, through our failures and struggles, He has taught us about the
natural, we will be ready to |learn of our spiritual Source. "By the
obedi ence of one shall many be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). "For in
himdwelleth all the ful ness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are
conplete in hinmt (Col ossians 2:9-10a).

There are two main aspects to this source principle. First,

the Lord Jesus is the Source of our Christian life -- we were born
into Hm God has nade us conplete in Hm This truth we are to hold
by faith; it is true of each of us. "If any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature ..." (2_Corinthians 5:17a). Second, as we hold to this

fact by faith, we are brought into the practical reality of it day by
day in our experience. Little by little we receive that which is

al ready ours. The inportant thing to know and be sure of is that al
is ours, we are conplete in Hm NOW This fact enables us to hold
still while He patiently works into our character that life of ours
which is hid with Christ in God.

"Progress is only advancing in the know edge, the spiritua
know edge, of what we really possess at the outset. It is like
ascending a | adder. The | adder is grace. The first step is, we
believe that the Lord Jesus was sent of God; second, that in the
fulness of Hs work we are justified; third, we nake H s
acquai ntance; fourth, we cone to see H min heaven; we know our
association with Hmthere, and H s power here; fifth, we learn the
nmystery, the great things we are entitled to because of being H s
body; sixth, that we are seated in heavenly places in Christ;
seventh, lost in wonder and in praise in the know edge of Hi nself."
--J. B. Stoney

Since we are conplete in our Lord Jesus, it will not do to
try and add to that finished work. It is now a matter of wal ki ng by
faith and receiving, appropriating, fromthe ever-abundant Source
within. Walter Marshall is concise here: "Christ's resurrection was
our resurrection to a life of holiness, as Adanmis fall was our fal
into spiritual death. And we are not ourselves the first nmakers and
fornmers of our new holy nature, any nore than of our origina
corruption, but both are fornmed ready for us to partake of them And
by union with Christ, we partake of that spiritual life that He took



possession of for us at H s resurrection, and thereby we are enabl ed
to bring forth the fruits of it; as the Scripture showeth by the
simlitude of a marriage union. Romans 7:4: 'Married to another, even
to himwho is raised fromthe dead, that we should bring forth fruit
unto God."'"

Qur part is not production, but reception of our life in
Christ. This entails Bible-based fact finding; explicit faith in Hm
and H's purpose for us in Christ; and patient trust while He takes us
t hrough the necessary processing involved. No believer ever fell into
maturity, even though he is conplete in Christ. Spiritual growh
necessitates heart-hunger for the Lord Jesus; determ nation, based
upon assurance, to have that which is ours in Hm plus neditation
and thought. We will never cone into the know edge of our spiritua
possessi ons through a superficial understanding of the Wrd. How can
we ever expect to have intimate fellowship with One we know little
of ?

The following truth by J. T. Beck may be a good opportunity
to exerci se and devel op sonme of that neditation and thought. "Wat is
needed is a neditation, in which God concentrates H s own peculiar
Spirit and Life as a principle in a human individual to be personally
appropriated. In a revelation, which is really to translate the
Divine into man's individual personal life, in truth, to formnen of
God, the Divine as such -- that is, as a personal life -- nmust first
be enbodied in a personal center in humanity. For this reason; as
soon as sonething strictly new is concerned, sonething that inits
peculiarity has not yet existed, every new type of life, before it
can nultiply itself to a nunber of specinens, nust first have its
full contents conbined in perfect unity, in an adequate new
principle. And so, for the making personal of the D vine anong mnen,
the first thing needed is one in whomthe principle of the D vine
life has beconme personal

"Christianity concentrates the whole ful ness of revelation in

t he one human personality of Jesus Christ as Mediator -- that is, as
the mediating central principle of the new Divine organism inits
fulness of Spirit and Life, in and for the human personal life. Wth

the entrance of Christ into the human individual, the Divine life
becones imminent in us, not in its universal world-relation, but as a
personal principle, so that man is not only a being nade of God, but
a being begotten of God. And with the growi ng transformation of the
individual into the life-type of Christ there is perfected the

devel opnent of the personal life out of God, in God, and to God --

t he devel opnent not only of a noral or theocratic communion, but a
comuni on of nature!”

A seed enbodies in full the reproduction of the life from
which it canme. That nmuch is conplete, and can never be added to.
"Bei ng born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible"
(1_Peter 1:23a). "Thou shalt not sowthy field with m ngled seed"
(Leviticus 19:19). It is to be "not I, but Christ."” The Seed has been
inplanted -- now the entire question is one of growh and maturity.
This alone will bring forth fruit that abides. "The devel opnent of
the divine life in the Christian is like the natural growth in the
vegetable world. W do not need to make any special effort, only
pl ace oursel ves under the conditions favorable to such growth."



Only those who have sought to grow by effort and failed are
in the position to appreciate the fact that God is the aggressor in
the real mof development. "All the powers of Deity which have al ready
wr ought together in the acconplishnent of the first part of the
eternal purpose, the revealing of the Father's perfect |ikeness in
the Man Christ Jesus, are equally engaged to acconplish the second
part, and work that |ikeness in each of God's children.” Wn Law
agrees: "Aroot set in the finest soil, in the best climte, and
bl essed with all that sun and air and rain can do for it, is not so
sure a way of its growh to perfection, as every man may be whose
spirit aspires after all that which God is ready and infinitely
desirous to give him For the sun neets not the springing bud that
stretches toward himwith half that certainty as God, the Source of
all good, conmunicates Hinself to the soul that |ongs to partake of
Hm"

Not only is our life conplete in Hm but |ikew se the
essential victory in all the many exigencies of that life. "Wen you
fight to get victory, then you have lost the battle at the very
out set. Suppose the Eneny assaults you in your home or in your
busi ness. He creates a situation with which you cannot possibly deal
VWhat do you do? Your first instinct is to prepare yourself for a big
battle and then pray to God to give you the victory in it. But if you
do so defeat is sure, for you have given up the ground that is yours
in Christ. By the attitude you have taken you have relinquished it to
t he Eneny. \Wat then should you do when he attacks? You should sinmply
| ook up and praise the Lord. 'Lord, | amfaced with a situation that
| cannot possibly neet. Thine eneny the Devil has brought it about to
conpass ny downfall, but | praise Thee that Thy victory is an
all-inclusive victory. It covers this situation, too. | praise Thee
that I have already full victory in this matter." --Watchman Nee

P.S. Don't rush -- He won't. "The Japanese artist, Hokkusai
said, 'Fromthe age of six | had a mania for drawing the fornms of
things. By the time | was fifty | had published an infinity of
designs; but nothing | produced before seventy is worth considering.'
He died at eighty-nine, declaring that if he could have only anot her
five years he woul d have becone a great artist."

#



APPRCPRI ATI ON

Here is an inportant subject that has to do with faith, and
the practical reception of that which we are able to trust H mfor
Appropriation does not necessarily mean to gain sonething new, but to
set aside for our practical possession sonething that already bel ongs
to us.

In order to appropriate sonething for our daily walk in
Christ, there are two essentials: to see what is already ours in
Christ; and to be aware of our need for it. Upon these two factors
rests the ability to appropriate, to reach out in steadfast faith and
recei ve that which belongs to us in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Regarding the first essential, to SEE that which is already
ours, Wn R Newell wote: "Paul does not ask a thing of the saints
inthe first three chapters of Ephesians but just to listen while he
procl ai ns that wondrous series of great and eternal FACTS concerning
them and not until he has conpleted this catal ogue of realities
about them does he ask themto do anything at all

"And when he does open his plea for their high walk as
saints, everything is based on the revel ation before given the facts
of their high character and destiny as saints: '|I therefore ..
beseech you that ye wal k worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
call ed" (Ephesians 4:1). Let us cease laying dowmn to the saints |ong
lists of 'conditions' of entering into the blessed life in Christ;
and instead, as the primal preparation for |leading theminto the
experience of this life, show themwhat their position, possessions,
and privileges in Christ already are. Thus shall we truly work with
the Holy Spirit, and thus shall we have nore, and nuch nore abi ding
fruit of our |labors anong the people of God."

Once we see that which is ours in Christ Jesus, practica
need will cause us to appropriate, to receive the answer to that
need. "There was a 'supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ' for Paul
and that nmade it possible for Christ to be magnified in him It was a
supply which was al ways avail able, but only appreciated and
appropriated as and when the Apostle came to know his need. Life is
meant to bring a succession of discoveries of our need of Christ, and
wi th every such discovery the way is opened for a new inflow of the
supply. This is the explanation of so much that we cannot otherw se
understand -- this plunging of us into new tests where only a fresh
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ will nmeet our need. And as our
need is nmet, as we prove the sufficiency of Christ to neet our inward
need, so there can be a new showing forth of Hs glory through us."
--H F.

These two realities of seeing and needing bring us from
chil di sh neandering into a responsible, specific walk of faith. They
take us fromthe "help nme" attitude to that of giving thanks; from
beggi ng to appropriation. Notice what L. L. Letgers, co-founder of
Wcliffe Bible Translators, has to say about this: "'Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 1:3 RV). If you run over in your nmnd and find one single



bl essing with which God mght bless us today, with which He has not

al ready bl essed us, then what He told Paul was not true at all,
because He said, 'Cod hath.' It is all done. "It is finished." Cod
hath bl essed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies! The
great pity of it all is that we are saying, 'O God bl ess us, bless us
inthis, bless us in that!' and it is all done. He has bl essed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies.” As C. A Coates
said, "It is appropriation that test us. How often we stop at

adm ration.”

Fromtine to tine the Holy Spirit will bring to our attention
a certain aspect of the Wrd in a striking nmanner, and we wil|l
rejoice to see and believe that it is ours in Christ. It may be, for
i nstance, the truths of Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me, all ye that
| abor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest." Besides the
usual personal situations, the uncertainty, strife and tensions of
worl d conditions provide just what is needed for the believer to
abide, to rest in the Lord Jesus. The need exists, and when he sees
the rest in Hm all there remains to do is appropriatel!

So far so good. The believer sees what he possesses in
Christ, and the need enables himto reach out and confidently
appropriate and accept the required rest. This appropriation nmust be
a case of clear, scriptural, specific trust. W are not to "ask

am ss.” And now comes the critical phase, the key to it all. In nost
i nstances of appropriation, there is a waiting period between the
acceptance and the receiving -- often of years. Qur responsibility is

to patiently wait upon HHmduring the tine necessary for Hmto work
into our character, our life, that which we have appropriated in
Christ -- in this instance, H's rest, steadiness, assurance,
security. "A God ... who worketh for himthat waiteth for hini
(Isai ah 64:4b ASV).

M. T. Austin-Sparks gives us two val uabl e thoughts regarding
this all-inportant gap -- usually a matter of years -- between the
actual appropriation, and the practical experience. "Every bit of
truth we receive, if we receive it livingly, will take us into
conflict and will be established through conflict. It will be
wort hl ess until there has been a battle over it. Take any position
the Lord calls you to take, and, if you are taking it with Hm you
are going through things in it, and there will be an el enent added by
reason of the battle. You have taken a position -- yes, but you have
not really got it yet, the real value of it has not been proved. You
have not come into the real significance of it until there has been
sone sore conflict inrelationtoit.”

"As the result of the work of H's cross, and as the grand
issue of His resurrection, eternal life is received already by those
who believe. But while that life is itself victorious, incorruptible,
i ndestructible, the believer has to come by faith to prove it, to
live by it, to learnits laws, to be conformed to it. There is a
deposit in the believer, which in itself needs no addition, so far as
its quality is concerned. So far as its victory, its power, its
glory, its potentialities are concerned nothing can be added to it.
But the course of spiritual experience, of spiritual life, is to
di scover, to appropriate, and to live by all that the life represents
and neans." --T.A-S.



Now we have seen a third el enent involved in our
appropriation. After we have seen our possessions in Christ, and
beconme aware of our need, then we must give H mthe necessary tine to
work the appropriation into our everyday wal k. If we are | ooking for
our needs to be nmet in the next interview the next devotional book
the next series of special neetings, the next hoped for "revival,K"
then reality will never cone.

In this matter of Christian devel opnment, there is no
shortcut, no quick and easy way. The Husbandman builds into the
bel i ever that which He intends to mnister through himto others. In
order to mnister Life to others, what one does and says mnust flow
fromwhat he is. "For it pleased the Father that in him][Christ
Jesus] should all the fulness dwell"; "For we are made partakers of
Christ"; "That ye might be filled with all the ful ness of God"; "For
your life is hid with Christ in God"; "That the life also of Jesus
m ght be made mani fest in our nortal flesh" (Col ossians 1:19; Hebrews
3:14; Ephesians 3:19; Col ossians 3:3; 2 _Corinthians 4:11b).

How often we sinply admre and tal k about truths the Holy
Spirit reveals to us in the Wrd, whereas H s primary purpose in
giving themto us is that we mght stand upon themin faith, waiting
confidently for Hmto make theman integral part of our life. "A
prophet is one who has a history, one who has been dealt with by God,
one who has experienced the formative work of the Spirit. W are
somet i nes asked by woul d-be preachers how many days shoul d be spent
in preparation of a sernon. The answer is: At |east ten years, and
probably nearer twenty! For the preacher matters to God at |east as
much as the thing preached. God chooses as Hi s prophets those in whom
He has al ready worked what He intends to use as Hi s nessage for
today." --W Nee

#



| DENTI FI CATI ON

As our thinking noves along fromthe Substitutionary (birth)
truths, on to the lIdentification (growh) truths, it m ght be good to
consi der briefly what |eaders, honored of God through the years, have
to say about identification, as centered in Romans siX.

Evan H Hopkins: "The trouble of the believer who knows
Christ as his justification is not sin as to its guilt, but sin as to
its ruling power. In other words, it is not fromsin as a |oad, or an
of fence, that he seeks to be freed -- for he sees that God has
conpletely acquitted himfromthe charge and penalty of sin -- but it
is fromsin as a master. To know God's way of deliverance fromsin as
a master he nust apprehend the truth contained in the sixth chapter
of Romans. There we see what Cod has done, not with our sins -- that
qguestion the Apostle dealt with in the preceding chapters -- but with
oursel ves, the agents and slaves of sin. He has pet our old man --
our original self -- where He put our sins, nanely, on the cross with
Christ. "Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with hin
(Romans 6:6). The believer there sees not only that Christ died for
him-- substitution -- but that he died with Christ --
identification" (_Thoughts on Life and Godliness,_ p.50).

Andrew Murray: "Like Christ, the believer too has died to
sin; he is one with Christ, in the |ikeness of H s death (Romans
6:5). And as the knowl edge that Christ died for sin as our atonenent
i s indispensable to our justification; so the know edge that Chri st
and we with HHmin the Iikeness of H's death, are dead to sin, is
i ndi spensable to our sanctification" (_Like Christ,_ p.176).

J. Hudson Taylor: "Since Christ has thus dwelt in ny heart by

faith, how happy | have been! | am dead and buried with Christ -- ay,
and risen too! And now Christ lives in me, and "the life which | now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who | oved

me, and gave hinself for nme.' Nor should we | ook upon this
experience, these truths, as for the few They are the birthright of
every child of God, and no one can dispense with them w t hout

di shonoring our Lord" (_Spiritual Secret,_ p.116).

Wn R Newell: "To those who refuse or neglect to reckon
t hensel ves dead to sin as God conmands, we press the question, How
are you able to believe that Christ really bare the guilt of your
sins and that you will not neet themat the judgnent day? It is only
God's Wrd that tells you that Christ bare your sins in H's own body
on the tree. And it is the same Wrd that tells you that you as
connected with Adam died with Christ, that your old man was
crucified, that since you are in Christ you shared H's death unto
sin, and are thus to reckon your present relation to sin in Christ --
as one who is dead to it, and alive unto God" (_Romans, Verse by
Verse, _ p.227).

Lewi s Sperry Chafer: "The theme under consideration is
concerned with the death of Christ as that death is related to the
di vine judgnments of the sin nature in the child of God. The necessity
for such judgments and the subline revelation that these judgnents
are now fully acconplished for us is unfolded in Romans 6:1-10. This



passage is the foundation as well as the key to the possibility of a
"walk in the Spirit'" (_He That Is Spiritual,_ p.154).

Rut h Paxson: "The old '"I' in you and me was judicially
crucified with Christ. 'Ye died and your death dates fromthe death
of Christ. 'The old man,' the old "self' in God s reckoning was taken
to the cross with Christ and crucified and taken into the tonb with
Christ and buried. Assurance of deliverance fromthe sphere of the
"flesh’ and of the de-thronenment of 'the old man' rests upon the
appr ehensi on and acceptance of this fact of co-crucifixion" (_Life on
t he H ghest Plane, _ Vol.Il,pp.78,79).

Wat chman Nee: "Qur sins were dealt with by the bl ood, we
ourselves are dealt with by the cross. The bl ood procures our pardon,
the cross procures deliverance fromwhat we are in Adam The bl ood

can wash away ny sins, but it cannot wash away ny old man: | need the
cross to crucify ne -- the sinner” (_The Normal Christian Life_).
L. EE Maxwell: "Believers in Christ were joined to Hmat the

cross, united to Hmin death and resurrection. W died with Christ.
He died for us, and we died with Hm This is a great fact, true of
all believers" (_Christian Victory_, p.11)

Norman B. Harrison: "This is the distinctive mark of the
Christian -- the experience of the cross. Not nerely that Christ died
for us, but that we died with Hm 'Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with himi (Romans 6:6)" (_H s Side Versus Qur Side_, p.40).

F. J. Huegel: "If the great Luther, with his stirring nessage
of justification by faith, had with Paul noved on from Romans 5 to
Romans 6 with its amazing decl arati ons concerning the now justified
sinner's position of identification with his crucified Lord, would
not a stifled Protestanti smbe on higher ground today? Mght it not
be free fromits ulcerous fleshiness?" (_The Cross of Christ,_ p.84).

Al exander R Hay: "The believer has been united with Chri st
in Hs death. In this union with Christ, the flesh, '"the body of sin’
-- the entire fallen, sin-ruined being with its intelligence, wll
and desires -- is judged and crucified. By faith, the believer
reckons (counts) hinmself 'dead unto sin' (Romans 6:3-14)" (_N T.Order
for Church & M ssionary, _ p.310).

T. Austin-Sparks: "The first phase of our spiritual
experi ence may be a great and overflowi ng joy, with a marvel ous sense
of emanci pation. In this phase extravagant things are often said as
to total deliverance and final victory. Then there may, and often
does, conme a phase of which inward conflict is the chief feature. It
may be very nuch of a Romans seven experience. This will |ead, under
the Lord's hand, to the fuller know edge of the neani ng of
identification with Christ, as in Ronans six. Happy the man who has
been instructed in this fromthe beginning” (_Wat Is Man?_ p.61).

Jesse Penn-Lewis: "If the difference between ' Christ dying
for us,'" and 'our dying with Hm' has not been recogni zed,
acknow edged, and applied, it may safely be affirnmed that the self is
still the dom nating factor in the life" (_Menoir,_ p.26).



Wn Cul bertson: "Wo died on the cross? O course, our
bl essed Lord died on the cross; but who el se died there? ' Know ng
this, that our old man is crucified with him that the body of sin
m ght be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. Now if
we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with H m
(Romans 6:6-8)" (_God's Provision for Holy Living, _ p.46).

Reginald Wallis: "God says in effect, 'My child, as you
reckoned on the substitutionary work of the Lord Jesus Christ for
your salvation, now go a step farther and reckon on H's
representative work for your victory day by day.' You believe the
Lord Jesus died for your sins because God said so. Now take the next
step. Accept by faith the further fact that you died with Hm i.e.
that your 'old man was crucified with Hm" (_The New Life, _ p.51).

James R MConkey: "Because He died 'death hath no nore
domi nion over HHm' and because of our union with H m'sin shall not
have dom nion over you,' even though it is present in you. CQur
'reckoni ng' ourselves dead to sin in Jesus Christ does not nake it a
fact -- it is already a fact through our union with Hm CQur
reckoning it to be true only makes us begin to realize the fact in
experi ence" (_The Way of Victory, p.16).

#



CONSECRATI ON

It might be good to stress several points just here. (1)
Never was a believer brought into healthy spiritual maturity by neans
of pressure neetings, and constant exhortation, nor before he was
prepared by the Spirit. (2) Healthy progress is based upon the
appr ehensi on, understandi ng and appropriation of the truths in Christ
that make for real growth. (3) The experiential aspect of all truth,
and especially these so-called deeper truths, is closed to all but
the needy heart. Until one is aware of his need to progress
spiritually, he will never be brought beyond the birth truths -- a
mere babe in Christ. "Therefore |leaving the elenmentary instruction
about the Christ, |let us advance to mature manhood and not be
continually re-laying a foundati on of repentance fromlifel ess works
and of faith in God" (Hebrews 6:1, Anplified).

Thi s subject of consecration seens to be badly m sunderstood
by so many believers. Many, especially those young in the Lord, have
been victimzed tine and tinme again in this matter of surrender, or
commitment. The bl udgeon nost comonly used is: "The Lord Jesus gave
Hs all for you, nowthe |east you can do is give your all for Hmn"
The believer is exhorted and pressured to consecrate, surrender
commit his life to Christ on the basis of his Iove and gratitude for
what has been done on his behalf at Calvary.

How often the average congregation is put through this
routine. How often the individual believer is maneuvered down front
to consecrate and reconsecrate, surrender and re-surrender, conmit
and re-conmt hinself to Christ! Wiy is it that after awhile the
bel i ever comes to dread such neetings and nmessages? Well, there are a
nunber of reasons for all this frustration, floundering and failure;
and, praise the Lord, there are scriptural answers available to al
who need and want them

First of all, it is utterly futile to expect a believer, by
means of consecration, surrender, or conmtnment, to step fromhis
ground of substitution (Romans 3-5), on to that of the deeper truths
in Romans 8 and 12:1.

There is the all-inportant area of identification truth in
Romans 6 and 7 that cannot be skipped over. Every hungry-hearted
Christian yearns to be fully consecrated and conditioned for
effective life and service. And fromthe very outset, until hard
experi ence teaches himotherw se, the well-neani ng believer thinks
that since he has the will to obey God and to be what He intends for
him he should attenpt to carry it out through personal consecrated
effort with H's help. He seeks to struggle forward via the | ove
notive, i.e., He did for me, so | nust do for H m

The following two thoughts by Andrew Murray will help here
"A superficial acquaintance with God's plan |l eads to the view that
while justification is God's work, by faith in Christ, sanctification
(growth) is our work, to be performed under the influence of the
gratitude we feel for the deliverance we have experienced, and by the
aid of the Holy Spirit. But the earnest Christian soon finds how
little gratitude can supply the power. Wen he thinks that nore



prayer will supply it, he finds that, indispensable as prayer is, it
is not enough. Often the believer struggles hopelessly for years,
until he listens to the teaching of the Spirit, as He glorifies
Christ again, and reveals Christ, our Sanctification, to be
appropriated by faith al one.™

"God works to will, and He is ready to work to do
(Philippians 2:13), but, alas! many Christians m sunderstand this.
They thi nk because they have the will it is enough, and that now they
are able to do. This is not so. The neww Il is a permanent gift, an

attribute of the new nature. The power to do is not a permanent gift,
but must be each nmonment received fromthe Holy Spirit. It is the man
who is conscious of his own inpotence as a believer who will learn
that by the Holy Spirit he can lead a holy Iife." Now and then one is
call ed upon to speak out against sonething that is good, in order to
present His best. The love-notive fromwhich to live the Christian
life and serve the Lord is good, it is high, but it is not adequate
-- especially because it is not the notivation underwitten by H m

As growing Christians, it is tinme for us to see the necessity
of goi ng beyond the |ove-notive to the life motive. "For to nme to
live is Christ" (Philippians 1:21a). Qur consecration, surrender, or
commitment will never hold up if it is our responding to H mfrom any
other notivation than the response of Hs life in us. Yielding to Hm
on any different basis will sinply anmobunt to our trying to live for
Hmin the self-life. And even if that were possible He could never
accept it, since in that realmthere dwelleth no good thing (Romans
7:18); plus the fact that He has already taken the old life to the
cross and crucified it (Romans 6:6; Galatians 2:20; 2_Tinothy 2:11
1 Peter 2:24, etc.).

J. C. Metcalfe sees both the problem and the answer: "The
noder n teachi ng of consecration, which is tantanount to the
consecration of the 'old man,' seeks to bypass the death sentence
and, therefore, only leads to frustration and failure. Wen, however,
you and | are prepared, in sinple humlity, to nake the FACT of our
death with Christ our daily basis of life and service, there is
not hi ng that can prevent the uprising and outflow of new life, and
meet the need of thirsty souls around us."

Here is the crux of the matter. The question is, Wiich life
is to be consecrated to Hm the old self-life, or the new
Christ-life? God can accept absolutely nothing fromthe old -- He
sees and acknow edges only that which is centered in Hs son, W is
our Life. Hence God has but one stipulation for consecration: "Yield
yoursel ves unto God, as those that are alive fromthe dead" (Romans
6:13). This is our only ground, and fromthis platformwe are to
count ourselves dead unto sin, self, the law, the world, and alive
unto God in Christ Risen -- to walk in "newness of life," "risen
l[ife" (Romans 6: 11, 4b).

"'Present yourselves unto God as alive fromthe dead' (Romans
6:13 RV). This is the true place of consecration. For believers to
'consecrate thenselves to God' ere they have learnt their union wth
Christ in death and resurrection (identification) is only to present
to God the nenbers of the natural man, which He cannot accept. Only
those 'alive fromthe dead' -- that is, having appropriated fully



their likeness with Hmin death -- are bidden to present their
menbers as instruments unto God." --J.P-L

"God asks us to present our bodies as living sacrifices to
H m (Romans 12:1). Until we have done this, there is nothing el se we
can do. Notice this exhortation cones after Romans six. There is a
reason for this order -- crucifixion cones before consecration
Uncrucified self refuses to be consecrated. This is why so many
people with all sincerity wal k down the aisles again and agai n,
consecrating uncrucified self to God." --H Duncan. This is why the
identification truths nust be carefully and thoroughly presented,
ultimately understood, and their reality entered into. W cannot even
get as far as consecration without theml Mny feel that
identification is an 'enphasis,' an interesting subject mnistered at
a few Deeper Life Conferences, and Keswi ck Conventions. But these
truths are not peripheral; they are foundational. "The sixth of
Romans is not an aspect of the truth, but the foundation truth upon
whi ch every believer nust stand to know anything about victory."
--DeVerne Fronke. "All the (identification) truths we have | earned
about the cross, of our death with Christ, our death to sin with H m
of our conformty to death like the grain of wheat falling into the
ground to die, are preparatory to the overcomng life. They are the
foundati on of, and fundanmental to it." --J.P-L

"A careful study of all the Epistles of Paul will show that
they are witten on the basis of the cross set forth in Romans six --
the fact that God consigns the old fallen Adamlife to the cross, and
has nothing to say to it. God deals with all believers on the ground
-- 'In Christ you died.'" But the Church of Christ, as a whole,
ignores this fact. It treats the fallen creation (self-life) as
capabl e of inprovenment, and the meaning of the cross bringing to
death the old Adamrace as fallen beyond repair, is thus nullified."
- - Fronke

#



SELF

One of the nost inportant factors in Christian growmh is the
Holy Spirit's revelation of the self-life to the believer. Self is
the fleshly, carnal life of nature, the life of the first Adam --
"dead in trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1); thoroughly corrupt
before God (Galatians 5:19-21); the life in which there is no good
thing in the sight of God (Romans 7S18). Nowhere do spiritua
principles mean nore than here. Plato, with his "Know thysel f," was
nmore right than he knew, but still only half right. Paul, with God's
"Not |, but Christ,"” was all right!

In order for one to get beyond just know ng about the Lord
Jesus, and enter into a consistent and grow ng personal know edge of
and fellowship with Hm one nust FIRST conme to know onesel f.
Introspection is not involved here -- the Holy Spirit uses
experiential revelation. First, the believer learns "Not |," then,
"but Christ." First, "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone,” then "but if it die, it bringeth forth nmuch
fruit" (John 12:24). First, "alway delivered unto death," then, "that
the Iife also of Jesus m ght be nmade manifest” (2_Corinthians 4:11).
In service: first, "death worketh in us,” then, "but life in you"
(2_Corinthians 4:12. Al resurrection life springs out of death, else
it would not be resurrection life -- Hs risenlife (Roman 6:5-6). W
are to yield ourselves unto God as those that are alive fromthe dead
(Romans 6:13).

For some years now the scene has been dom nated by a
conversi on known as “"conmmitnent," which often, sad to say, anounts to
little nore than a spiritual mscarriage. Wien there is a bit of life
it usually bl ossonms overnight into full bloom and soon becones heavy
with the fruit of "dynam c,"” "radiant," personality coupled wth
busy, rushing service. The tragedy of this sort of thing is the self
is at home and thrives in the glowof it all, and is rarely found out
for what it really is. Al is indiscrimnate "hearts and flowers."

The heal thy new birth, based on deep conviction of sin, and
repentance toward God, starts out clear and strong with | ove and
devotion to the Savior. But, ere long, there comes the sickening
realization of an element within that pulls one back to
self-centeredness, to the world, to the rule of the law, to sin. This
| earni ng by heart - breaki ng experience of the utter sinful ness and
rei gning power of self in the everyday Christian life, is the neans
whereby we cone to know the Lord Jesus beyond the birth-phase -- as
our Savior; on to the growth-phase -- as our Lord and Life. "To ne to
live is Christ.” No believer will truly come to know the Lord Jesus
as his Life until he knows by experience the deadly self-life deep
within for what it is.

At a Spiritual Life Conference many years ago, Dr. C. |
Scofield said, "Not everyone, by any nmeans, has had the experience of
the seventh of Romans, that agony of conflict, of desire to do what
we cannot do, of longing to do the right we find we cannot do. It is
a great blessing when a person gets into the seventh of Romans and
begins to realize the awful conflict of its struggle and defeat;
because the first step toward getting out of the struggle of the



seventh chapter and into the victory of the eighth, is to get into
the seventh. O all the needy classes of people, the neediest of this
earth are not those who are having a heartbreaki ng, agoni zi ng
struggle for victory, but those who are having no struggle at all,
and no victory, and who do not know it, and who are satisfied and
jogging along in a pitiable absence of alnpbst all the possessions
that belong to themin Christ."

J. C Metcalf gives this sane fact an added wi tness: "Many a
young Christian, who has not been warned of this necessary voyage of
di scovery upon which the Holy Spirit will certainly enmbark him
(Romans 7), has been plunged into al nbst incurable despair at the
sight of the sinfulness which is his by nature. He has in the first
pl ace rejoiced greatly in the forgiveness of his sins, and his
acceptance by God; but sooner or later he begins to realize that al
is not well, and that he has failed and fallen fromthe high standard
whi ch he set hinself to reach in the first flush of his conversion

"He begins to know sonet hing of the experience which Paul so
graphi cally describes: "What | would, that do | not; but what | hate,
that do I' (Romans 7:15), and, in consequence, he feels that the
bottom has fallen out of his Christian life; and then perhaps the
Devil whispers to himthat it is just no good his going on, because
he will never be able to make the grade. Little does he know how
healthy his condition is, and that this shattering discovery is but
the prelude to a magnificent series of further discoveries of things
whi ch God has expressly designed for his eternal enrichnent. Al
through life God has to show us our own utter sinful ness and need,
before He is able to lead us on into realns of grace, in which we
shall glinpse Hs glory."

Self-revel ation precedes divine revelation -- that is a
principle for both spiritual birth and spiritual growh. The believer
who is going through struggle and failure is the Christian who is
being carefully and |l ovingly handl ed by his Lord in a very persona
way. He is being taken through the experience (years in extent) of
self-revelation and into death; the only basis upon which to "know
him and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death" (Philippians
3:10).

God wor ks by paradox. Success conmes via failure; life springs
out of death, etc. The only elenment in the believer's life that
crunbles is that which has to go anyway -- the new life can never be
harmed or affected. This disintegration is something the believer
cannot enter into nor engineer on his owm -- self will never cast out
self. He has to be led into it by the mercy of the Holy Spirit --
into failure; abject and total. "For we which live are al way

delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the Iife also of Jesus

m ght be made mani fest of our nortal flesh” (2_Corinthians 4:11). So
often the nmeans utilized by the Spirit is an unsaved mate, or even a
saved one! O poor health, yes, and good health, too! A thousand and

one things are used by Hm-- in fact, everything (Romans 8:28-29),
to bring out the worst in us, ultimately enabling us to see that the
Christian life has to be "not I, but Christ." People, circunstances,

etc., are never the cause of failure. Self's reaction to themis the
cause, and the one problem to be dealt with. "It's me, it's ne, O



Lord. "

"Many of us have probably known what it was to rejoice in the
grace of God w thout having apprehended very nmuch the true character
of the flesh. It has often been noticed that where there is the
great est exuberance of joy in young converts, there is often a levity
which fails to take into account that the flesh is unchanged. In such
cases the grace of God is taken up in a self-confident way; there is
very little self-distrust, or sense of weakness and dependence. And

the inevitabl e consequence is a fall, or a succession of falls, that
gradual Iy bring home to the consciences of believers their utter
weakness and incapacity as in the flesh." --C. A Coates

Evan Hopki ns shares sone inportant |ight on our subject: "How
infinite are the forns in which self appears. Sone are occupied with
good self. They pride thenselves on their excellencies. Qhers are
just as much occupied with bad self. They are forever groaning over
their inmperfections, and struggling with the flesh as if they hoped
intinm to inprove it. Wen shall we be convinced it is so utterly
bad that it is beyond all recovery? Qur experience, upward, in the
power of God, is just in proportion to our experience, downward, in
ceasing fromself.

"Is it, Reckon yourself to be weak in reference to sin? No,
it is lower than that. Is it, Reckon yourself to be dying? No, |ower
still. 'Reckon yourself to be dead -- (Romans 6:11) -- indeed unto
sin.'" Sone believe they are very weak. But what does that inply? that
t hey have some strength. But when a man is dead he has no strength.
We nust act on the fact that we are dead in reference to sin. W
shall not then speak of difficulty as to resisting tenptation in
reference to ourselves. W shall take the | owest place, and say it is
i npossible with self is possible with God. W shall take our place on
the resurrection side of the cross, and in so doing we | eave behind
the old self-life for the new Christ-life. To live in Hmwho is our
Life, is to be in the power of God." Soneone has rightly said that
"there are many 'separated fromthe world" Christians who are not
'separated fromthensel ves' Christians.™

#



SELF- DENI AL

VWhen a believer begins to discover sonething of the awful
tyranny of the self-life, or has been endl essly struggling agai nst
that tyranny, he becones intensely concerned about the denial of self
with the resultant freedomto rest and grow in Christ. Man has nmany
ways of seeking to escape the thrall domof self; God has but one way.
First then, sonme of these man-centered nethods.

MORTI FI CATI ON

Denyi ng oneself certain things for a time, or even for al
time, is not even close to the answer since the old nature wll
adjust and thrive under any conditions -- anything short of death to
self. "There have been those who have thought that to get thensel ves
out of the way it was necessary to withdraw from society; so they
denied all natural human rel ationships and went into the desert or
the mountain or the hermt's cell to fast and | abor and struggle to
nmortify the flesh. Wiile their notive was good it is inpossible to
commend their nethod. For it is not scriptural to believe that the
ol d Adam nature can be conquered in that manner. It yields to nothing
| ess than the death of the cross. It is altogether too tough to be

killed by abusing the body or starving the affections.” --A. W Tozer
CONQUEST
Probably the nost drawn out and exhausting effort of all is

the believer's struggle to conquer and control this rebel self. Mre
meetings, nore Bible study, nore prayer are all resorted to, but
neither are these God's answer to this problem

TRAI NI NG

Here is a favorite that has been tried and found wanti ng down
t hrough the ages. Good Christian training and culture in the right
hones, churches and school s have been relied upon to subdue the old
nature and bring it into line.

REVI VALI SM

Anot her failure has been the practice of hol ding speci al
nmeetings once or twice a year. This involves outside |eadership (a
stranger to the individual problens), and the devastating revival
routi ne (confession, new resolutions, etc.), in the hope that
something will change -- but it rarely does, and then not for |ong.

GROWH

So many dear Christians just keep plodding (or racing)
t hrough the deadening routine of their multitudi nous church
activities and duties, expecting that in tine self will change for
the better as they grow. But self never changes into anything but
nmore of the sanme! "That which is born of the flesh is flesh” (John
3:6a). "Sonmetines this self is entirely bad, as when it is angry,
spiteful, unkind, unjust, untruthful, unloving, catty. In other cases
a good exterior conceals an evil heart, as when we are proud of our



hum lity, conceited about our Christian service, boastful of our
ort hodoxy. And an overforwardness and obvi ous conceit at the sound of
one's own voice spoils many a prayer neeting."

CLEANSI NG

Up-to-the-nonent confession and consequent cl eansing have
al so constituted a popul ar nethod. However, 1 John 1:9 has to do with
sins already commtted, and not with the source (self) fromwhich
they emanate. "Qur sins are dealt with by the bl ood, we ourselves are
dealt with by the cross. The bl ood procures our pardon, the cross
procures deliverance fromwhat we are in Adam The bl ood can wash

away my sins, but it cannot wash away ny old man: | need the cross to
crucify me -- the sinner." --W Nee
EXPERI ENCES

Today one of the prevalent attenpts for sonething better is
to go in for "the baptismof the Spirit," speaking in tongues, etc.
This is by far the nost dangerous and pathetic trap of all, as it is
sinmply self, neurotically and religiously ranpant. "Calvary precedes
Pent ecost. Death with Christ precedes the fulness of the Spirit.
Power! Yes, God's children need power, but God does not give power to
the old creation, nor to the uncrucified soul. Satan will give power
to the "old Adam' but not God."

VWi ch of us does not know sonething of the failure of our
ways, well-intentioned as they nmay be? Wat nost do not know is that
this very failure is the path to |l earning, and entering into, God's
way. "For ny thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways ny
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways hi gher than your ways, and ny thoughts than your
t hought s" (Isaiah 55:8). Now just what is God's way of self-denial?
He has but one way, and it is on the basis of all H's other ways: the
principle of the finished work. H s way for us in everything is the
way He has already travel ed, conquered, and conpleted in Christ.

THE CROSS GOD S WAY

It was on the cross of Calvary that God, in Christ, dealt
fully and finally with self, the nature fromwhich all our sins flow
"We know that our old (unrenewed) self was nailed to the cross with
H min order that (our) body, (which is the instrument of sin), mght
be made ineffective and inactive for evil, that we m ght no | onger be
the slaves of sin" (Romans 6:6 Anp.). The reason there is no other
way for self to be denied is that God has done the work in this way:
our identification with Christ Jesus in Hs death and resurrection
It is done; now ours to believe.

"The '"flesh' will only yield to the cross; not to all the
resol uti ons you may nake at a conference, not to any self-effort, not
to any attenpted self-crucifixion; only to co-crucifixion, crucified
together with Christ (Galatians 2:20). It is not by putting yourself
to death, but by taking, through faith and surrender, your place of
union with Christ in Hs death. That is the bl essed barrier of safety
between you and all the attractions of the flesh, and that nakes the
way open to do the will of God." --G Watt



The cross of Calvary resulted in the death of the Lord Jesus,
both for sin, and unto sin. In that He died unto sin, He died out of
the realmof sin, and He arose into the real mof "newness of life,"

eternal life. And our identification with HHmon Calvary took us into
death; down into the tonmb; up into "newness of |life" (Romans 6:4).
First, Romans 6:3 -- "Baptized into his death"; then, Romans 6:4 --
"buried with hinl; then, Romans 6:5 -- "For if we have been pl anted
together in the |likeness of his death, we shall be also in the

i keness of his resurrection”; also, Colossians 3:3 -- "For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God"; therefore, Ronans
6:11 -- "Reckon ye al so yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Praise the Lord! it all happened at Cal vary: our sins were
paid for, our sinfulness was dealt with, and both by the ultimte --
DEATH. And we receive the benefits of the work of the cross sinply by
reckoning on, believing in, the finished work of the cross. First,
t hrough the Wrd, we find out what God did about our problem Then
as we becone thoroughly convinced of the fact and begin to understand
it clearly, we are able to agree to 'reckon' it true. And as we
exercise faith in God's fact, we begin to receive the benefits of
that finished work in experience. Was it not true in the matter of
our justification? Yes, and we will likewise find it to be true in
the matter of our emancipation fromthe slavery of the self-life.

"The powerful effect of the cross with God, in heaven, in the
blotting out of guilt, and our renewed union with God, is inseparable
fromthe other effect -- the breaking down of the authority of sin
over man, by the crucifixion of self. Therefore Scripture teaches us
that the cross not only works out a disposition or desire to nmake
such a sacrifice, but it really bestows the power to do so, and
conpl etes the work. This appears with wonderful clarity in Galatians.
In one place the cross is spoken of as the reconciliation for guilt
(3:13). But there are three nore places where the cross is even nore
pl ai nly spoken of as the victory over the power of sin; as the power
to hold in the place of death the 'I' of the self-life; of the flesh
(the outworking of self); and of the world (2:20; 5:24; 6:14). In
t hese passages our union (identification) with Christ, the crucified
One, and the conformity to Hmresulting fromthe union, are
represented as the result of the power exercised within us and upon
us by the cross.” -- Andrew Mirray

As we learn to stand upon the finished work of Calvary, the
Holy Spirit will begin to faithfully and effectively apply that
finished work of the cross to the self-life, thereby holding it in
the place of death -- inactive -- resulting in the "not |, but
Christ" life.

#



THE CROSS

Studying these truths is hard work, is it not? Al though
spiritual hunger and need are prinme requisites for light and
understanding, the Holy Spirit does not rel ease the treasures of the
Word quickly nor easily. "Deep calleth unto deep." W have to be
prepared, and even then there is nuch tinme and di ggi ng and prayi ng
and neditation and yearni ng and experiencing involved. True spiritua
reality cones in no other way, but, praise the Lord, it does come in
this way!

Under st andi ng and appropriating the facts of the cross proves
to be one of the nost difficult and trying of all phases for the
growi ng believer. Qur Lord holds Hs nost vital and best things in
store for those who mean business, for those who hunger and thirst
for Hs very best as it is in our Lord Jesus Christ. The believer's
understandi ng of the two aspects of Calvary gives the key to both
spiritual growh, and life-giving service

"Calvary is the secret of it all. It is what He did there
that counts, and what He did becones a forte in the life of a
Christian when it is appropriated by faith. This is the starting
point fromwhich all Godly living nmust take its rise. W shall never
know t he experience of Christ's victory in our lives until we are
prepared to count (reckon) upon His victory at the cross as the
secret of our personal victory today. There is no victory for us
which was not first His. Wiat we are to experience He purchased, and
what He purchased for us we ought to experience. The begi nning of the
life of holiness is a faith in the crucified Savior which sees nore
than Hi s substitutionary work. It is a faith which sees nysel f
identified with Christ in Hs death and resurrection.”

Actual Iy, our Father has trained every one of us for
clear-cut, explicit faith in this second aspect of Calvary: our
i ndi vidual identification with the Lord Jesus in His death unto sin
and rising onto resurrection ground. This training taught us
thoroughly in the first realm believing and appropriating the
finished work of H's dying for our sins -- justification. Now we are
asked just as definitely to believe and appropriate the further
aspect: "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with hinf
(Romans 6:11).

Qur intelligent faith standi ng upon the facts of Calvary

gives the Holy Spirit freedomto bring that finished work into our
daily lives. W stood upon the fact of H's dying FOR our sins, and
this act of faith allowed the Holy Spirit to give us our freedomfrom
the penalty of sin -- justification. Now, once we conme to see the
fact of the further aspect, we are urged in the Wrd to stand upon
the liberating truth of our dying with Christ in H's death unto sin,
which allows the Holy Spirit to bring into our lives freedomfromthe

power, the enslavenent, of sin -- progressive sanctification. And of
course when we stand with Hmin Aory, we will be forever free from
the presence of sin -- entirely sanctified and glorified.

"As our Substitute He went to the cross alone, wthout us, to
pay the penalty of our sins; as our Representative, He took us with



Hmto the cross, and there, in the sight of God, we all died
together with Christ. W may be forgiven because He died in our
stead; we may be delivered because we died with Hm God's way of
deliverance for us, a race of hopeless incurables, is to put us away
in the cross of Hs Son, and then to nmake a new begi nni ng by
re-creating us in union with Hm the Risen, Living One
(2_Corinthians 5:17). It is the Holy Spirit who will make these great
facts real and true in our experience as we cooperate with H ny and
so the plague of our hearts will be stayed, and we shall be
transformed into the |ikeness of Christ."

"Through the crucifixion of the old man with Christ the
bel i ever has been nade dead unto sin, he has been conpletely freed
fromsin's power, he has been taken beyond sin's grip, the claimof
sin upon himhas been nullified. This is the flaw ess provision of
God's grace but this acconplished fact can only beconme an actual
reality in the believer's experience as faith lays hold upon it and
enabl es hi m nonent by nonent, day by day, though tenptation assai
him 'to reckon' it true. As he reckons, the Holy Spirit nakes real
as he continues to reckon, the Holy Spirit continues to make real
Sin need have no nore power over the believer than he grants it
t hrough unbelief. If he is alive unto sin it will be due largely to
the fact that he has failed to reckon hinself dead unto sin."

--R Paxson

The Reformation brought into focus once again the enphasis
upon spiritual birth, wthout which there can be no begi nning. Wat
i s |lacking anongst believers to this day is the proper enphasis upon
GROMH -- not just to be saved, and heaven bye and bye. \Wat sort of
sal vation would we have if our Father sinply saved us fromthe
penalty of our sins, and then left us on our own to deal with the
power of sin in our Christian life and wal k? But nost believers fee
this is about as far as He went, and are struggling to get on the
best they can, with His help. And this is the Galatian error, so
prom nent even now t hroughout born-again circles. W nmust be brought
back to the two basics: freed fromthe penalty of sin by H's finished
work; freed fromthe power of sin by H's finished work. "...Justified
by faith..." (Galatians 3:24); "...we walk by faith..."
(2_Corinthians 5:7); "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him (Col ossians 2:6).

W are not left to deal with the old Iife ourselves; it has
been dealt with by Christ on the cross. This is the fact which nust
be known, and upon that fact is built the New Testanment principle and
doctrine of holiness. In other words, Calvary is as much the
foundati on of sanctification as of justification. Both gifts spring
fromthe sane work and are two aspects of the sane sal vation.”

Now, as long as the believer does not know this dual aspect
of his salvation, the best he can do is seek to handle his sins via
confession (1 _John 1:9) -- that is, after the danage has been done!
This takes care of the penalty of the product, but not the source. Is
it not time we allowed the Holy Spirit to get at the source, and cut
off this streamof sins before they are commtted? Is this not
infinitely better than the weckage caused by sin, even though
conf essed? When believers get sick and tired of spinning year after
year in a spiritual squirrel cage -- sinning, confessing, but then



sinning again -- they will be ready for God's answer to the source of
sin, which is death to self, brought forth fromthe conpl eted work of
t he cross.

"When God's light first shines into our heart our one cry is
for forgiveness, for we realize that we have comitted sins before
H m but once we have known forgiveness of sins, we nmake a new
di scovery -- the discovery of sin, and we realize that we have the
nature of a sinner. There is an inward inclination to sin. There is a
power within that draws us to sin, and when that power breaks out we
commit sins. W may seek and receive forgiveness, but then we sin
again; and life goes on in a vicious circle -- sinning and bei ng
forgiven, but then sinning again. W appreciate God's forgi veness,
but we want sonething nore than that, we want deliverance. W need
forgiveness for what we have done, but we need deliverance from what
we are."

Qur reckoni ng upon the finished work of our death unto sin,
in Christ at Calvary, is God's ONE way of deliverance -- there is no
ot her way because that is the way He did it. W |learned not to add to
a finished work in the matter of justification, and now we nust |earn
not to add to the finished work of emancipation. W will be freed
when we enter His prepared freedom-- there is no other. "The
bel i ever can never overcone the old nman even by the power of the new
apart fromthe death of Christ, and therefore the death of Chri st
unto sin is indispensable, and unless the cross is made the basis
upon whi ch he overcones the old man, he only drops into another form
of norality; in other words, he is seeking by self-effort to overcone
self, and the struggle is a hopeless one.” --C. Usher

Marcus Rainford refused to stop short of God's ultimte for
freedom "It is not to be a nmere passing inpression of the m nd when
we are undi sturbed by active tenptation; no nere happy frame of
spirit when under tenporary refreshing fromthe presence of the Lord
no self-flattering consci ousness of a heart exercised in good works;
fromnone of these is the believer to infer his practical nastery
over sin, but on the ground that Christ died unto sin, and liveth
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.™

"I must recognize that the eneny within the canp -- the
flesh, the old nature, self, I, the old Adam is a usurper. By faith
I must reckon himto be in the place that God put him-- crucified
with Christ. | nmust realize that nowny life is hid with Christ in
CGod; that He is ny life." --lan Thonas

#



DI SCI PLESHI P

A disciple is one who first maintains the fell owship of the
cross, which results in fellowship with his Lord: discipleship. "The
atonement of the cross and the fellowship of the cross nmust be
equal |y preached as the condition of true discipleship.”" "Christ is
t he answer, but the cross is needed to clear the way for Hm?"

In spiritual progress, our Lord never pushes. He is our File
Leader (Hebrews 12:2), and He | eads us step by step. W struggle and
fail (self-effort), which sets up a yearning for the answer to this
depressing failure. In tine, we see the scriptural facts of
deliverance in the cross (identification), and that in turn produces
the required hunger to enter into that freedom freedom for
fellowship with the answer -- our Risen Lord Jesus.

"Not hi ng can set us apart for God, nothing can nmake us holy,
except as the cross is working in us, because the cross al one can
keep the hindrances to holiness in the place of death.” --G Watt.
"Back of all successful work for the lost is an inward spiritua
i mpul se; and back of the inpulse is the Holy Spirit who reproduces

Christ in us; and the brand mark of it all is the cross, the living
experi ence of which nust both enter and control the life before we
are fit for service." --J. E Conant.

Nowhere was our Lord Jesus nore explicit and firmthan when

He mentioned di scipleship. "And he said unto themall, If any man
will come after ne, let himdeny hinself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow nme." "And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and

cone after me, cannot be ny disciple" (Luke 9:23, 14:27). His reason
for this is sinple: Self cannot and will not follow H m but taking
up one's cross results in death to self, and newness of life in

Chri st Jesus.

A disciple is one who is free fromthe old, and free for the
new. In other words, scriptural words: "dead unto sin, but alive unto
God" (Romans 6:11). And for this the Lord Jesus clearly states that
each must take up his cross. Here is the ultimatum so not to the
how.

But first, how not to take up one's cross. "Christians need
to understand that bearing the cross does not in the first place
refer to the trials which we call crosses, but to the daily giving up
of life, of dying to self, which nust mark us as nuch as it did the
Lord Jesus, which we need in tines of prosperity al nost nore than
adversity, and wi thout which the ful ness of the blessing of the cross
cannot be disclosed to us." --A Mirray

"May we cease to confuse the words 'a cross' with 'the
cross.' Sonmetines believers in self-pity benpan thensel ves, and say,
"I have taken, or must take up nmy cross, and follow Jesus.' Wuld
that we would | ose sight of our 'cross' in H's cross, then H's cross
becomes our cross; H s death, our death; H's grave, our grave; Hs
resurrection, our resurrection; His risen |life, our newness of life."
No. taking up our cross does not nean the stoical bearing of sonme
heavy burden, hardship, illness, distasteful situation or



rel ati onship. Enduring anything of this nature is not bearing one's
cross. Taking up the cross may or may not involve such things, but
t hi ngs do not constitute our cross.

The believer's cross is the cross of Calvary, the cross upon
which he was crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20). There the
eternal enmanci pation proclamation was signed with the bl ood of the
Lanb, and sealed by the Spirit of God. Every believer is thereby
freed fromall bondage, but every believer is not aware of this
liberating truth.

Sad to say, the only believers who are interested in freedom
are those who have conme to the place of hating instead of hugging
their chains. "It is true that the intellect is stunbled by the
cross; yet the antagonismto the cross is mainly noral, both in the
sinner and in the saint, for its message is only wel conmed by those
who desire freedom fromthe bondage of their sins, and who hunger and
thirst after the experiential righteousness of God." Yes, the need
must be intense, as Norman Douty says: "The Divine way (via the
cross) for spiritual emancipation is just as offensive to the child
of God as the Divine way for salvation is to the lost.™

VWhen the believer begins to really see the cross for what it
is -- a place of death -- he is inclined to hesitate about choosing
such fellowship. Qur Lord Jesus understands this well, but there is
no ot her way, since that is the manner in which He finished the work
on our behalf. So He sinmply allows our needs to continue their
relentless pressure until we finally bend to H s inevitable.

W well be ready to take up our cross when self becones
intolerable to us, when we begin to "hate our life" -- "...and hate
not his own life, cannot be ny disciple" (Luke 14:26). The deep
burden of self and hunger to be |ike H mcause the function of the
cross -- crucifixion, to becone attractive. The | ong devastating
years of abject bondage nake freedomin the Lord Jesus pricel ess --
the cost beconmes as nothing to us! W begin to share, think of it,
the attitude of our Lord Jesus, and of Paul. "For the joy that was
set before Hm" the Lord Jesus "patiently endured the cross”
(Hebrews 12:2 Wey.). The attitude of the Apostle Paul became: "But
CGod forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Galatians 6:14). "Let this mnd [attitude] be in you, which
was al so in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5).

Yes, we begin to glory in the cross, our very own freedom
fromall that enslaves, fromall that would keep us fromfellowship
with our Risen Lord. So we begin to take up our cross, our
i beration, our personal finished work held in trust for us so | ong
and patiently by the Holy Spirit. Tal k about your trust funds!

And here is how we take up and bear our cross: Finally
prepared by our needs, aware that our bondage was broken in Christ on
Calvary, we definitely begin to rely upon that finished work -- we
appropriate. Qur attitude becones: | gladly and willingly take, by
faith in the facts, my finished work of emancipation that was
established at Calvary; | reckon nyself to be dead indeed unto sin,
and alive unto God in Christ. This is taking up one's cross. As we
learn to do this, we begin to find these facts true in experience.



The Holy Spirit brings that finished work of death and applies it to
all of the old nature, which is thus held in the place of death --
the death of Calvary. If and when we turn fromthe facts and begin to
rely upon anything or anyone el se, including ourselves, self is

rel eased fromthe cross -- active and enslaving as ever. Through this
process we are patiently taught to walk by faith, to maintain our
attitude of reliance upon the finished work of the cross.

Adol ph Saphir wote, "The narrow path, commencing with the
cross-- 'Ye have died with Christ' -- ending with the glory of the
Lord Jesus, is the path on which the Lord draws near and wal ks with
H s disciples.”

"tChrist liveth in me.' The Lord within lives as the sole
source of life. The old 'I' has no contribution he can make to
Christian life and service; he can never be harnessed to the purposes
of God. Death is his decreed portion. There cannot be two masters in

our lives. If the old 'I'" is in active possession of us then Chri st
cannot be. But if we gladly take hold of the great fact of redenption
-- 'l have been crucified with Christ' -- then Christ by H's Spirit

takes up the exercise of the function of |life within us, and | eads us
as Hi s bond-slaves (disciples), inthe train of His triunph.”

#



PROCESS OF DI SCI PLESHI P

In the Parable of the Sower, the seed sown "on good ground
are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word,
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience" (Luke 8:15). The
principle of growth is always, "first the blade, then the ear, after
that the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28). Therefore, "the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath | ong
patience for it" (Janes 5:7). As this clearly exenplifies, "He that
bel i eveth shall not nake haste" (Isaiah 28:16).

For nmost of us it has been a | ong season of growh fromthe
tiny green blade up to the "full corn in the ear." So many seek to
settle for this stage; saved, with heaven assured -- plus a pacifying
measure of Christian respectability, at least in church circles. Here
we have the believer as a normal corn of wheat containing life inside
a nore or |less shiny golden covering, in fellowship high up on the
stalk with simlar kernels of wheat. This is but a stage, not the
goal. And, like mddle age, this can be a dangerous stage: one of
seeking a "nuch deserved" rest; of basking aimessly in the
fell owship of neetings, classes, etc.; of ignoring or forgetting the
struggl es and growi ng pains of the tiny green bl ades down at one's
feet, and expecting and exhorting themto shape up and mature w t hout
del ay.

This is all very cozy, but costly; snug, but sterile. "The
seed corn nmay be beautiful, but it is hard. The germof life is
| ocked up within its shell and cannot get out. Therefore it produces
nothing. Here is the reason why so many Christians, even preachers,
are so unfruitful. Only one here and there is a soul w nner. \Wen the
grain of cornis buried it dies, and that hard exterior surface
softens and decays, in order to give nutrinment to the young sprout,
whi ch woul d otherwi se die and thus cause a crop failure. One nust
reckon hinself dead to the hard, cold, selfish 'I' before the
softening influence of the Holy Spirit can operate, qualifying the
believer in the service of God. Many want to do God's work but are
unabl e, because of the 'flesh' in their lives."

Qur Father understands all this, and He it is Wo takes the
initiative in the matter. He drops the seed of dissatisfaction into
our hearts; He begins to show us that there is far nore to this
Christian life than just being saved and active for Hm And it is
necessary for H mto engi neer our exchange from carnal kerne
Christians to fruitful fellowshipping disciples. Froman infinite
nunber of ways, He chooses the nost effective for each individual's
transition. And in the hand of the Husbandman, there is no fear, but
freedom

"We often cone across Christians who are bright and clever,
and strong and righteous; in fact, a little too bright, and a little

too clever -- there seens so nuch of self in their strength, and
their righteousness is severe and critical. They have everything to
make them saints, except ... crucifixion, which would nold theminto

a supernatural tenderness and limtless charity for others. But if
they are of the real elect, God has a wi nepress prepared for them
t hrough which they will some day pass, which will turn the netallic



hardness of their nature into gentle |ove, which Christ always brings
forth at the |ast of the feast."

"Anot her parable put he forth unto them saying, The ki ngdom
of heaven is |likened unto a man whi ch sowed good seed in his field:
He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the
worl d; the good seed are the children of the kingdonm® (Matthew
13:24,37-38a). The Lord of the harvest plants, buries, Christians as
seeds in a field, which is the world.

Thr ough the Husbandnman's patient and |oving cultivation the
grain of wheat high up on the stal k begins to fear being garnered
al one, and hungers to bring forth "nuch fruit."” Here is God's
nmotivation for discipleship: that filial heart-hunger for fruit
bearing. He finally pleads to be made fruitful at any cost, and then
it is that he hears the Lord say, "Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit" (John 12:24).
"Whosoever shall lose his life for ny sake, and the gospel's the sanme
shall save it" (Mark 8:35). In loving response to this hunger the
Holy Spirit silently and gently begins to | oosen the grain fromits
confortabl e bindings and supports in the ear. "Wen the fruit is
brought forth, imrediately he putteth in the sickle, because the
harvest is conme"” (Mark 4:29). As a result, sooner or later the grain
of wheat finds itself, not high up on the stalk, but dropped to the
earth, into the cold and strange darkness. And still worse, the earth
snears and injures that nice shiny golden coat. Wrst of all, the
coat begins to disintegrate and fall to pieces. Al that is not
Christ, no matter how nice in appearance and profession, is reveal ed
for what it is -- just self.

There is a further stripping, right on down until there is
nothing left but Christ, Ww is our life. Down, down into death.
Pati ence, corn of wheat: "Though he slay ne, yet will I trust in hinf
(Job 13:15).

"'"Except it fall into the ground and die'..
Can 'much fruit' conme alone at such a cost?
Must the seed corn be buried in the earth,
Al sumrer joy and glory seemingly |ost?
He buries still H's seed corns here and there
And calls to deeper fellowship with H m
Those who will dare to share the bitter cup
And yet while sharing, sing the triunph hym.
"Except it fall into the ground and die'...?
But what a harvest in the days to cone;
VWhen fields stand thick with gol den sheaves of corn
And you are sharing in the Harvest Hone.
To you who 'l ose your life," and let it "die,"’
Yet in the losing 'find your life anew,
Christ evernmore unveils His lovely face,
And thus H's mirrored glory rests on you."
--Sel ect ed.

VWhen the believer takes up his cross for discipleship, the
process of death begins to set in. The disciple finds hinmself a seed
sown by the Son, planted in a hone, office, hospital, church, manse,



or mssion station. Whatever or wherever it is, there will be the
death from which resurrection life follows. "For we which live are

al way delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of
Jesus might be nmade manifest in our nortal flesh. So then death
worketh in us, but life in you" (2_Corinthians 4:11-12). "W need to
enter deeply into the truth that Christ the Bel oved Son of the Father
could not enter to the glory of heaven until he had first given

H nself over to death. And this great truth, as it opens to us, wll
hel p us to understand how in our life, and in our fellowship with
Christ, it is inpossible for us to share Hs life until we have first
in very deed surrendered ourselves every day to die to sin and self
and the law and the world, and so to abide in the unbroken fell owship
of discipleship with our crucified and Ri sen Lord."

P.S. "As the truths we have | earned about the cross, of our
death with Christ, our death unto sin with Hm of our conformty to
death like the corn of wheat falling into ground to die, are
preparatory to the overcoming life. They are the foundation of, and
fundanental to it."

#



REST

"There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For
he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased fromhis own
works, as God did fromhis. Let us |abor therefore to enter into that
rest" (Hebrews 4:9-11a). So many of the life-giving truths in the
Wbrd consist of two intertw ning halves that are inseparable. "Let us
| abor therefore to enter into that rest.” As for labor, it is true
that there is a great deal of struggling and searching and pl eading
and agoni zing in the process of discovering and understanding truths
fitted to our needs. And much of the sanme pathway is trod (or
crawm ed) in an effort to appropriate and enter in. All this is not in
vain; it is necessary. But it is not the key that opens the door to
reality. Rest is the key to entering into rest!

In the inportant but exhausting | abor process we cone to see
t he needed truth; we become sure of our facts; we begin to realize
sonmet hing of what is ours in the Lord Jesus Christ. The appropriation
of, the resting in the reality nmust be on the basis of faith, not
struggle and labor. W are told to reckon, to count upon what we now
know to be true of us in Hmas set forth in the Wird. "I n qui et ness
and in confidence shall be your strength" (Isaiah 30:15). W are to
| ook quietly and steadily to our Father in confident trust, and
thankfully receive that which He has given to us in H's Son. "These
wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give themtheir neat in due
season. That thou givest themthey gather: thou openest thine hand,
they are filled with good" (Psal m 104:27-28).

Nor man G- ubb shares a good word on the principle of |abor and
rest: "Take as an exanple the learning of a foreign | anguage. You are
faced with a series of hieroglyphics in a book, you hear a nedl ey of
sounds around, which nmean absolutely nothing. Yet you know that it is
a | anguage that can be | earned. Mdre than that, you have gone there
to learn it. Newthat is the first rung in the |adder of faith.
However weak or waveringly, in your heart you do believe that you can
and will get it. Qtherw se, obviously you wouldn't try to learn it.
So you plod on. Many a tine faith and courage fail. The mind is weary
and the heart is heavy, and you al nost give up. But not quite. To
give up is faith's unforgivable sin. On you go at it. Minths pass. It

seens largely to go in one ear and out the other. Then -- the length
of time depends on the difficulty of the | anguage and the ability and
i ndustry of the pupil of course -- a mracle seens to happen. The day

or period cones when, w thout your hardly realizing it, what you are
seeki ng has found you; what you are trying to grasp has grasped you!
You just begin automatically to speak the |anguage, to think it, to

hear it. What was an inconprehensi ble junble of sounds w thout, has

beconme an ordered | anguage within the m nd

"So, in the spiritual |abor of faith, the noment or period
comes when we know. Every vestige of strain and | abor is gone.
I ndeed, faith, as such, is not felt or recognized any nore. The
channel is lost sight of in the abundance of the supply. As we cane
to know that we were children of God by an inner certainty, a wtness
of the Spirit in our spirits; so now we come to know that the old "I’
is crucified with Christ, the new'l' has Christ as its pernmanent
life, spirit with Spirit have been fused into one; the branch grafted



into the vine; the nmenber joined to the body, the probl em of abiding
beconmes as natural as breathing."

Thank God for the needs that just will not allow the hungry
heart to stop short of finding themnet in Hm "It is necessary to

renenber a fundamental principle in the spiritual life: that God only
reveals spiritual truths to neet spiritual needs.” "How nany rest on
the initial stage of new birth: 'Begotten again ... of incorruptible

seed through the Wrd of God" (1_Peter 1:3)."

Through the years the hungry-hearted believer finds that he
has been brought a |ong way, and each step of the way has been
personal |y experienced: reality which springs fromfaith founded upon
the facts of the Wrd. "The nore clearly we enter by faith into
objective truth, or what is true of us in Christ, the deeper, nore
experiential, and practical, will be the subjective work in us, and
the nore conplete will be the manifestation of the noral effect in
our life and character."” --C H M

Yes, brought a |long way, walking a step at a tinme, by faith:
The rest of faith concerning our justification; the rest of faith
concerni ng our acceptance; the rest of faith concerning our position
in Christ Jesus; the rest of faith concerning our identification with
Christ in death, resurrection and ascensi on. Each step established in
the rest of faith brings us to the next one. Each nust be settled
bef ore the next can be rested upon.

It cannot be too strongly stated that unless the believer is
firmy established in the steps of Romans 1-5, he cannot truly enter
and rest upon the truths of Romans 6-8, no matter how many speci al
nmeeti ngs and conferences he attends or so-called revivals he becones
involved in. "Dr. Janes of Al bany, who was used to bring hundreds
into the deeper truths, declared that he usually found that 'failure
in the higher stages of the Christian life was due to inperfect
under st andi ng and acceptance of the gospel of salvation inits
fundanmental principles." It is arare thing to be able to sit down
and teach, because in nost settings today one is linmted to dealing
with "the first principles of the oracles of God'; and can go little
further than the basic facts of the new birth. You cannot deepen
spiritual life that is not there! You will only build askew if the
foundations are not properly laid! A lack of appreciation of the
wonder of a full salvation in Christ, opens the door to every kind of
over bal ance, and spells continual frustration and failure.” --J. C
Met cal fe

O'ten believers manage to trust God for truths they need,
only to slip fromgrace over into the legal realmin seeking to
produce the particular truth in their life or service. Once in
possession of a truth, we are to rest -- He will produce. "In actua
experi ence, when we have apprehended our deliverance through death
with Christ, the self-life often appears nore alive than ever! Just
here God woul d have us stand firm (rest) upon Hs witten Wrd. The
i ncreasing revel ation proves the surrender to the cross to be real
because the Holy Spirit takes us at our word, and reveals all that He
has seen lying underneath -- reveals it that it nmay be dealt with at
the cross. Qur part is to yield our wills, and take God's side
agai nst ourselves, whilst the Holy Spirit applies the death of the



cross to all that is contrary to Hm that it nmay be really true that
we who are of Christ have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts (Galatians 5:24)."

The faith that receives fromthe hand of the Father is in two
stages, and we are not to give up just because the struggl e-and-I abor
phase does not produce the prize. '"According to your faith be it unto
you.' And, do not let us forget, faith begins by being a | abor
(Hebrews 4:11) or fight (1_Tinmothy 6:12), although it is consunmated
in arest (Hebrews 4:3). That is to say, the first stage of faith is
al ways the battle of taking hold by the will, heart, and intelligence
of some truth or promise which is not real to us in experience, and
declaring it to be ours in spite of appearances. W do not appear to
be dead unto sin and alive unto God. We are told to believe it, and
so we dare to do so and declare so. A thousand tinmes, maybe, faith
will be assaulted and fall: unbelief will say 'nonsense,’ and we
shal |l belie our declaration of faith; but the [abor of faith neans
that we deliberately return to the assault. Once again we believe and
declare it. This we persist in doing. As we thus followin the steps
of those who 'by faith and patience inherit the prom ses,' a new
divine thing will happen within us. The Spirit will cooperate with
our faith (as He is invisibly doing all the tine), and to faith wll
be added assurance. Labor will be replaced by rest. The consummation
of faith has been reached.” --N. G ubb

"True activity is that which springs out of, and is ever
acconpani ed by, rest. It is only as we know what it is to be "still,’
that we are ready to 'go forward.' 'We rest on Thee, and in Thy Nane
we go.'" --E. H

"Let us take care lest we get out of soul-rest in seeking
further blessing. God cannot work whil st we are anxious, even about
our spiritual experience. Let us take Hmat H s Wrd, and | eave the
fulfillment of it to Hm"

#



HELP

For nmost of us, it is time to stop asking God for help. He
didn't help us to be saved, and He doesn't intend to help us live the
Christian life.

Immaturity considers the Lord Jesus a Helper. Maturity knows
Hmto be Life itself. Dr. J. E. Conant wote, "Christian living is
not our living with Christ's help, it is Christ living Hs life in
us. Therefore that portion of our lives that is not Hs living is not
Christian living; and that portion of our service that is not Hs
doing is not Christian service; for all such life and service have
but a human and natural source, and Christian |life and service have a
supernatural and spiritual source." Paul insisted, "For to ne to live
is Christ"; and, "I can do all things through Christ" (Philippians
1:21; 4:13a).

Wn R Newell said, "Satan's great device is to drive earnest
soul s back to beseeching God for what God says has al ready been
done"! Each of us had to go beyond the "hel p* stage for our new
birth, and thank H m for what He had al ready done on our behal f. God
could never answer a prayer for help in the matter of justification
The sane principle holds true for the Christian Iife. Qur Lord Jesus
waits to be wanted, and to be all in us and do all through us. "For
in himdwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are
conmplete in hinmt (Col ossians 2:9-10).

God is not trusted, not honored, in our continually asking
H mfor help. In the face of "ny God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19),
how can we beg for hel p? Qur responsibility is to see in the Wrd al
that is ours in Christ, and then thank and trust H mfor that which
we need.

Sooner or later we nust face up to what F. J. Huege
declares: "When a Christian's prayer life springs froma right
position (a thorough adjustnment to Christ in H's death and
resurrection), a vast change in procedure follows. Mich of the nere
beggi ng type (though of course asking is always in order for the Lord
says, 'Ask and ye shall receive') gives way to a positive and
unspeakabl y joyous appropriation. Miuch of our begging fails to
regi ster in heaven because it fails to spring fromright relations
with the Father in union with Christ in death and resurrection: in
whi ch position one sinply appropriates what is already his. 'Al
things,' says the Apostle Paul, '"are yours. And ye are Christ's; and
Christ is God's' (1_Corinthians 3:21,23)."

Since "...without faith it is inmpossible to please hint
(Hebrews 11:6a), we m ght consider several nore strong but true
statenments to further clarify the attitude of faith that does pl ease
H s heart.

"In our private prayers and in our public services," Dr. A
W Tozer wites, "we are forever asking God to do things that He
ei ther has already done or cannot do because of our unbelief. W
plead for Hmto speak when He has al ready spoken and is at that very



nmonent speaking. W ask HHmto cone when He is already present and
waiting for us to recognize Hm W beg the Holy Spirit to fill us
while all the tine we are preventing H m by our doubts.”

Dr. S. D. Gordon adnoni shed: "When you are in the thick of
the fight, when you are the object of attack, plead less and claim
nore, on the ground of the blood of the Lord Jesus, | do not nean,
ask God to give you victory, but claimH s victory, to overshadow
you. "

Wat chman Nee startles many by saying, "God' s way of
deliverance is altogether different frommn's way. Man's way is to
try to suppress sin by seeking to overcone it; God's way is to renove
the sinner. Many Christians nmourn over their weakness, thinking that
if only they were stranger all would be well. The idea that, because
failure to lead a holy life is due to our inpotence, sonething nore
is therefore denanded of us, leads naturally to this fal se conception
of the way of deliverance. If we are preoccupied with the power of
sin and with our inability to neet it, then we naturally concl ude
that to gain the victory over sin we nust have nore power.

"*1f only I were stronger,' we say, 'l could overcone ny
vi ol ent outbursts of tenper,' and so we plead with the Lord to
strengthen us that we may exercise nore self-control. But this is
altogether wong; this is not Christianity. God' s means of delivering
us fromsin is not by making us stronger and stronger, but by naking
us weaker and weaker. This is surely a peculiar way of victory, you
say; but it is the divine way. God sets us free fromthe dom nion of
sin, not by strengthening our old man but by crucifying him not by
hel ping himto do anything but by renoving himfromthe scene of
action."”

The bel i ever does not have to dig for help. He does have to
thankful |y appropriate that which is already his in Christ; for
"...the just shall live by faith..." (Hebrews 10:38a). And dear old
Andrew Murray encourages us with, "Even though it is slow, and with
many a stunble, the faith that always thanks H m-- not for
experiences, but for the pronmises on which it can rely -- goes on
fromstrength to strength, still increasing in the bl essed assurance
that God hinself will perfect Hs work in us (Philippians 1:6)."

#



CULTI VATI ON

There can be little question concerning the inportance of
bal ance, so vital in the nechanical, physical, esthetic, and
spiritual realns. Faulty balance often results in disintegration; and
possi bl e devastation to the surroundi ng area.

Qur self-life is out of balance -- it is all one-sided. Like
t he universal Tea Party:

"I had a little tea party,
One afternoon at three;
"Twas very small, three guests in all,
Just |, nyself and ne.
Mysel f ate up the sandw ches,
VWiile | drank up the tea,
"Twas also | who ate the pie
And passed the cake to ne."

Husbandman that He is, the beginning of God's cultivation of
t he hungry-hearted believer is downward. Patiently, persistently, and
pai nful ly our Father digs down into the recesses of self, nore and
nmore fully revealing to us just what we are, and are not, in
ourselves. His reason for this preparation is twfold: that the Lord
Jesus might be free to manifest Hnself in us; and through us for the
sake of others -- growing and sharing. "The lord shall guide thee
continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones;
and thou shalt be |like a watered garden, and like a spring of water,
whose waters fail not" (lsaiah 58:11).

Each of us must be thoroughly cultivated before He can
effectively cultivate others through us. It is not that there will be
no service for us until we are spiritually mature, but that nost of
our service on the way to maturity is for our own devel opnent, and
not so nuch that of others, At first the growi ng believer thinks, and
woul d have others feel, that all his service is effective; but in
time he conmes to realize that the Lord is not doing so rmuch through
himas He is in him Qur Lord always concentrates on the greater
need.

"Since the work of God is essentially spiritual, it demands
spiritual people for its doing; and the neasure of their spirituality
will determ ne the nmeasure of their value to the Lord. Because this
is so, in God' s mnd the servant is nore than the work. If we are
going to come truly into the hands of God for H's purpose, then we
shall be dealt with by Hmin such a way as to continually increase
our spiritual neasure. Not our interest in Christian work; our
energi es, enthusiasm anbitions, or abilities; not our academc
qualification, or anything that we are in ourselves, but sinply our

spiritual life is the basis of the begi nning and growh of our
service to God. Even the work, when we are in it, is used by Hmto
i ncrease our spiritual neasure." --Anon

"It is a mstake to neasure spiritual maturity merely by the
presence of gifts. By thenselves they are an i nadequate basis for a
man's lasting influence to God. They may be present and they may be



val uabl e, but the Spirit's object is sonething far greater -- to form
Christ in us through the working of the cross. His goal is to see
Christ inwought in believers. So it is not nmerely that a man does
certain things or speaks certain words, but that he is a certain kind
of man. He hinmself is what he preaches. Too many want to preach

wi t hout being the thing thenmselves, but in the long run it is what we
are, and not sinply what we do or say, that matters with God; and the
difference lies in the formation of Christ within." --WNee

We are not saved to serve; we are matured to serve. Only to
the extent that cultivation reveals self for what it is are we in
position to assist others in their cultivation. W find out everyone
el se by first finding ourselves out. "As in water face answereth to
face, so the heart of man to man" (Proverbs 27:19). To
count er - bal ance know edge of self our Father enables us to "grow in
grace, and in the know edge of our Lord and Savi or Jesus Christ"
(2_Peter 3:18).

This is not only true concerning general service, but also in
the matter of our mnistry of intercession. Mre than anything el se
the service of prayer for others necessitates a triune understandi ng:
that of our Father, of ourselves, and of others. "Praying for others
can only flow froma heart at rest about itself, and know ng the
val ue of the desires which it expresses for another. | could not be
true or happy in praying otherwise." --Stoney. Paul wote that he
would "pray with the spirit -- by the Holy Spirit that is within ne
-- but I will also pray intelligently -- with ny mnd and
under st andi ng" (1_Corinthians 14:15).

So many of us, after having entered into sone of the deeper
realities of our Lord, seek to imediately pull or push others into
this wonderful advancenent; and then we wonder why they are so sl ow
to learn, and seeningly apathetic in their understanding and concern
W so easily forget the many fears it took, and by what wanderi ng
wi | derness ways our Lord had to traverse with us in order to bring us
over Jordan and into Canaan. "Mses had all the wi sdom of he
Egyptians, yet his idea of delivering Israel was to slay an Egyptian
He had to be trained in God' s ways, having forty years in Mdian, and
when he was sent back to Egypt God said for himnot to trouble about
Israel -- go direct to Pharaoh -- the cause of their chains! CGod
didn't train Israel at the first, but a |eader to | ead Israel. God
seeks to get leaders trained in the know edge of H s ways."

To the extent that we [earn how our Father has had to handle
us through the years will we understand how He woul d have us share
with others. W nust be cultivated to be cultivators. "It is
injurious for one believer to be forcing another into 'blessing
whi ch that soul may not be ready for. Forced advance really gives the
eneny his opportunity to mislead, for those who try to rush on at the
push of others cannot stand al one, nor bear the tests of their
assuned positions."” --J.P-L.

Then too, in all our service, there is the proper notive to
be fully considered. "Wrk should be regarded |l ess with reference to
its inmediate results, or as to howit may affect this or that
person; the great question is, will it, when sifted in H's presence,
be acceptable to Hin?? and this acceptability to Hmis ny reward:



VWerefore we | abor that whether present or absent, we may be
acceptable to him (2_Corinthians 5:9). One does not enough go forth
to work in the joy and strength of one who cones out fromhis hone to
run his course. Many seemto droop because there are no grapes and
are not happy unless they are doing. Doing is right enough in itself,
but the order ought to be from happi ness to work, and not work to be
happy. It is fromthe inner circle, the hive, the heart where Chri st
reigns, the only green spot, the fond enclosure -- the sanctuary,

that one should cone forth to work. The quality of one's work depends
on the nature of one's rest -- and the rest should be |like H's own,
known and enjoyed with Hm W have but snall ideas of how our
outward bears the color of our inward, and if our inward is not
restful, there cannot be a rest-inparting service, however it nmay be
attenpted." --J. B. Stoney

P.S. "The greatest proof of our love for Christ is that we
care for those who belong to Hm '...if you love ne, feed ny
sheep.'" --J.B.S.

#



CONTI NUANCE

VWhen we first start out hungry and zealous for Hmit is
of ten i magi ned that extensive progress has been made, when as yet we
have barely begun. As our Lord Takes us al ong through the years it
slowy dawns upon us that there are vast, alnost infinite, areas of

devel opnent t hrough which He nmust still |ead us.
Many of these devel opnent areas are just plain desert -- no
spiritual activity, no service, little or no fellowship with Hm or

others. What prayer there is has to be forced and is sonetines
dropped altogether for nmonths at a time. Bible study finally grinds
to a halt; everything seens to add up to nothing. It is during these
necessary tines that the believer often feels that God has ceased to
carry out His part, and there is little or no use in seeking to
continue on. And yet there is a hunger deep within that will not
allow himto quit. "The foundati on of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth themthat are his" (2_Tinothy 2:19a).

Are we to love and trust and respond to H monly when He
seens to be 'blessing’ us? Wat sort of love is that? Self-Iove? Qur
Fat her strips everything away fromtime to time in order to give us
t he opportunity of loving and trusting and responding to H mjust
because He is our Father. He knows what the cross is going to nean in
our lives; He knows the death-nmarch that |ies ahead of us in order
that there may be resurrection life; He knows the barren, bl eeding
hearts beyond to whom He nust mnister through us -- hence He is
going to bring us to the place where we don't care what happens: He
is all that matters!

"Sonship is sonething nore than being born again. It
represents growmh into fulness. It is quite a good thing to be a babe
whi | e babyhood lasts, but it is a bad thing to be a babe when t hat
period is past. This is the condition of many Christians. Wile
sonship is inherent in birth, in the New Testament sense sonship is
the realization of the possibilities of birth. It is growh to
maturity. So the New Testanent has a | ot to say about grow ng up
| eavi ng chil dhood and attaining unto full stature. Wth this growh
conmes the greater fulness of Christ and the abundant wealth unto
which we are saved. It is a matter not so nmuch of that from which we
are saved, as of that unto which we are saved. The grand climax of
the new creation is '"the revealing of the sons of God" (Romans 8:19
ASV)." T.A-S.

In the beginning we are mainly taken up with the externals of
our Christian life, and the Lord allows this for a tinme. Then, in
order to get us and our externals out of the way so that the Lord
Jesus Christ can be our All, our Father begins to take away much of
what we thought we had. Here begins the | ong cross-centered
transition from"do" to "be."

Al'l this paradoxical progress -- the way up being down -- has
a strong tendency to nmake us feel that the Lord is not taking us on
This is sinply a weapon of the eneny, easily parried by letting God
be God in the scriptural know edge that He is our Father



"It is true that God does take up those who are not worthy
and pernmit themto speak H's words years before they fully understand
their inmport; but He does not wi sh any of us to stop there. W may go
on in that way for awhile, but is it not true that, fromthe tine
when He begins in us Hs work of formation through discipline and
chastening, it growingly dawns on us how little in fact we know of
the true neani ng of what we had been saying and doi ng? He intends
that we should reach the place where we can speak, with or w thout
mani fest gifts, because we are the thing we say. For in Christian
experience the spiritual things of God are | ess and | ess outward,
that is, of gift, and nore and nore inward, of life. In the long run
it is the depth and i nwardness of a work that counts. As the Lord
hi nsel f becones nore and nore to us, other things -- yes, and this
must include even His gifts -- matter |less and | ess. Then, though we
teach the same doctrine, speak the sane words, the inmpact on others
is very different, manifesting itself in an increasing depth of the
Spirit's work within themal so."” --W Nee

H's relentless processing will discourage and baffle us if we
sinmply want heaven when we die. But if we want what He wants, al
that we are taken through, including the desert, will encourage us.
Thus we will continue because we know that He ever continues to work
in and through us that which He began and fini shed on our behalf in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

"If our hearts are really true to Hmwe may be assured He
will lead us on in the know edge of Hinself just as fast as we are
abl e to advance. He knows how nuch we can take in, and He does not
fail to mnister to us the very food that is suitable to our present
need. W may sonetinmes feel inclined to be inpatient with oursel ves
because we do not nake nore rapid progress, but we have to learn to
trust the Lord with our spiritual education. If our eyes are upon
Hm and we followwith sinple hearts as He | eads us, we shall find
that He |l eads us by a right way and brings us through all the
exerci ses we need in order to formour souls in the appreciation of
H nsel f, and of all those blessed things which are brought to pass in
Hm W have to trust His love all through, and to learn increasingly
to distrust ourselves."” --C. A Coates

Paul wites to us, as he did to Timothy: "Thou therefore, ny
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things
that thou hast heard of ne anong many w tnesses, the sane commt thou
to faithful nmen, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou
t heref ore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ"
(2_Tinothy 2:1-3). W rejoice with you as you continue in Hm "The
Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you" (2_Thessal oni ans 3:3a).
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