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"And the things that thou hast heard of
Me anmong many w tnesses, the sane conmt
thou to faithful nen, who shall be able
to teach others also" (2_Tinothy 2:2).
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FOREWORD

In the sumer of 1955 it was ny
privilege to neet Dawson Tr ot man,
director of The Navigators, for the
first time. M heart was thrilled not
only with his vision of soul wi nning but
also with the manner in which God had
used this man to pronote a mnet hod of
first winning an individual, then
teaching himhow to win and teach
others, multiplying the mnistry in this
manner, suppl ementing the mass approach.

Through the years | have net
Navi gators who were trained by either
Dawson Trotman or one of his nmen and
have usually found themto be people
with a passion for souls, a good
know edge of the Wrd and sonet hi ng that
made them stand out as individua
Chri sti ans.

Fromthe day when | net Dawson
Trotman, our friendship and fellowship
grew by | eaps and bounds. W spent nmany
hours together on various occasions, and
al nost overni ght a David- Jonathan | ove
gr ew.

As | canme to know this man better
| soon discovered the secret of his
power. Early in his Christian life, he
and anot her young man covenant ed
together to nmeet for prayer every
nmorning for six weeks in order to find
God's will in a certain matter. This
spirit and practice of devotion was a
rule of his life. He rose early to pray
and read God's Wrd. Wthout this
devotion to God he could not have been
so successful in his service

The unsel fi shness of M. Trotnman
could be seen on every hand. There was
no trying on his part to hoard
i nformati on or knowl edge that he had
gained in 22 years of experience, but
rather there was a willingness to share
and to cooperate with us in producing a
much nore thorough foll owup systemfor
the Back to the Bible Broadcast.

The Back to the Bi bl e Broadcast
Hone Study Course, a foll ow up nethod
for young Christians, was the result.
Different <4> ones in the organization



gave many hours of their time in hel ping
to produce this course, and M. Trotman
hi nsel f supervi sed every phase of it.

Possi bly one of the |ast major
acconpl i shments of this man was his
untiring work in making this Bible
course a reality. It was a pooling of
bot h experience and know edge whi ch we
believe will bear rmuch fruit.

M. Trotman went to be with the
Lord June 18, 1956. In rescuing anot her
person fromdrowning in Schroon Lake,
New York, he lost his own life. How
characteristic this was of his lifelong
mnistry! One man summed it up in these
words: "l think Daws has personally
touched nore lives than anybody | have
ever known."

The work of The Navigators
conti nues under able |leadership. It was
solidly built on the principle of one
person traini ng another instead of one
person being the teacher of all.

My own life is dedicated to a
greater effort than ever before to
foll ow persistently this great principle
of Bible nenmory work and
per son-t o- person evangel i sm

These nessages were given by M.
Trotman at a Back to the Bi bl e Broadcast
conference in Lincoln, Nebraska, and
have been condensed for use in this
bookl et .

- Theodore H. Epp

<5>

CONVERTED THROUGH PRAYER AND SCRI PTURE
MEMORI ZATI ON

Twenty years of ny life were lived
on the wong side of the cross, and
twenty-nine and a half were lived on
this side with Christ. | can honestly
say that the joy and pleasure
experienced in any week or nonth of
t hese 29 years outweighs all the joy and
pl easure that | could squeeze out of
those first twenty.

As a little boy | began trying to
get sone of the world' s pleasure. |



remenber the first tinme I wanted

somet hing that | shouldn't have had. My
father had |left honme, and Mdther was
wor ki ng at Wolworth's for our |iving.
She used to put her dines inalittle
bank on her dresser. Many a tinme |

| ooked at that bank but could think of
no way to get those dinmes out. As |

wat ched her drop dines in fromtinme to
time, | decided that she could not tel
if one was gone. So one day | put tins
in the slot, and all of a sudden the
di mes dropped out. | put themall back
but one.

| went down to a store and bought
ten pieces of round, chocol ate-covered
mar shmal | ow candy, each of which had a
little lead prize inside. | ate all ten
pi eces, though I did not know what to do
with the ten prizes, because Mt her
woul d see them and ask ne where | got
them | becanme sick fromeating so nuch
candy, but | also felt sick at heart to
think that I had taken a dinme from
Mot her .

How | wish | had been caught then
I was not caught until ten years later
when | was twenty years of age. During
nmy teens | robbed ny enpl oyer of
hundreds of dollars. | had been the
presi dent of the student body of the
hi gh school and val edi ctorian of the
graduating class. My subject was
"Morality versus Legality,"” yet | was
stealing fromthe school funds. Such is
the deceit of the human heart. Down in
the heart of each person there is a
twofold desire -- a desire for happiness
and a desire to be sonmebody <6> and do
somet hi ng. Soneti mes we give serious
t hought to these matters.

| tried to find a way out of ny
difficulties. I joined the Boy Scouts
and took the oath to be "trustworthy,
| oyal , hel pful, friendly, courteous.
etc.” | put on a Scout uniform and
felt like a newman. But it was all on
t he outside. Nothing happened to change
me for the better. At 14 | joined the
church, but | had not net Christ. At the
age of 17 | began going with a Christian
girl. She asked nme to go to a young
people's neeting. | went with her and
kept on going until | becane president



of the young people's society. Then on
hi gh school graduation night | ditched
that Christian girl and went out with a
beautiful unsaved girl.

THE PATH OF SI N

After that | thought, "I just can't
do what is right. It's not in ne to be
good. | guess I'mone of those guys who
just can't win." It seened that the
longer | lived, the weaker | becane and
the nore | traveled downhill. Finally I
gave up trying. | had not touched a drop

of liquor until that time, but just a
week after | graduated from high schoo
| went out and got drunk at the
suggesti on of sone of ny acquai ntances.
They told nme | would have fun. Wat a
liel

I woke up the next day at two
o'clock in the afternoon. My suit was
rui ned, my vest was gone, ny mnd was
bl ank and | did not know where | had
been.

You woul d think that woul d have
been enough, but it was only the
beginning. In ny twentieth year | was
pi cked up four tinmes and haul ed away in
an anbul ance. Four times the police were
after ne. Two nonths after | had reached
my twentieth birthday I was arrested and
was on ny way to jail. Mther was at
home sick in bed with cancer. She nust
have had a prenonition of this, for she
had said to ne that very week, "Son

you're breaking ny heart. I'm <7>
prayi ng for you, but you know, |'m
afraid if | ever hear that you are in
jail, I'Il die. It will kill me."

On the way to jail, though I was

under the influence of liquor, | did
what any man does when he gets into
trouble -- | cried out to God. | said,

"OCGod, if You will get me out of this
mess tonight, if You will keep ne out of
jail, 1'll do whatever you want ne to."

It frightened me as | said that,
because just one nonth before, | was
nearly drowned in a |lake. The girl with
whom | was sw mm ng across the | ake
could not nake it. | had a bad heart,
and | was hardly able to nmake it nyself.



She yelled, and | grabbed her, and we
bot h went down under the water. | just
said, "CGod, save ne! I'Il do what You
want!" We bobbed up, and a coupl e com ng
along in a boat (they had not seen us
until that nmoment) pulled us out.

| had forgotten that pronise | nade
to God, but this tine | thought, "Cod,
if You will save nme this tine, | wll do
what You want."

That big policeman had ne by the
arm and he was angry because | had done
somet hing he rightfully hated. But the
nonent | cried, he | ooked down at nme and
said, "Do you like this kind of a life?"

| said, "Sir, | hate it!"

He took me to a park and made ne
stay there three hours, until | sobered
up. Then he let me go with a promse to
do better.

THE BEG NNI NG OF BETTER THI NGS

That took place on Friday night,
and Sunday evening | went to church
This was in a little towm of 5,000
peopl e, where there were four churches,
wi th young people's groups in all of
them And though there were sone young

fellows ny age anong them still there
was not one whom God could put H s hand
on and say, "l've got a job for you."

<8> There was not one fell ow whom God
could guide to Dawson Trotman to tel
hi mthe Gospel story.

God picked out a couple of
school teachers, Mss MIls and Mss
Thomas, to have a large part in ny
comng to Christ. Mss MIIs was a
general science teacher, and | was one
of her problem pupils. She wote ny nane
on her prayer list and prayed for ne
every day for six solid years.

On the Friday night | was arrested,
she was honme with M ss Thomas, | ooking
up verses in the Bible, trying to find
ten on the subject of salvation which
they could give to the young people to
nmenorize. Little did she know that the
boy for whom she had been praying for
Six years was going to nenorize those



verses. \Wen Sunday cane al ong,

decided to go to young peopl e's neeting.
The pool hall where | played billiards
and ganbl ed was about half a block from
the church. That evening | | ooked around
to make sure none of the pool-hall bays
were | ooki ng, and I sneaked down to the
church and joined in the young people's
servi ce.

A young coupl e who knew ne from
hi gh school days were standing in the
entrance to the church. They recogni zed
me and gave ne a warm kindly greeting.
"We're starting a contest tonight," they
told ne.

"Be on ny side," said Johnny, and
Alice said, "You be on ny side." | went
on Alice's side. She gave nme a piece of
paper and said, "Now, you hang onto
this."

Then we went inside, and the young
peopl e had the usual prelimnaries and
service. | do not renenber what was
sai d, except that they discussed a party
and a contest in which the points were
to be given for various things, anong
them t he nmenorization of Scripture.

"What do | do with this piece of
paper?" | asked.

Alice said, "Do you see those
nunbers? They indicate the chapter and
verse in the Bible. Wen you learn a
verse, you get five points -- 10 verses,
50 points." <9>

| went home and dug out ny little
Testanent, and in the course of a week |
learned all ten verses. Here | was, an
unsaved fellow, |earning, "For all have
si nned, and cone short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23); "For the wages of
sinis death..." (Romans 6:23); "And as
it is appointed unto nen once to die,
but after this the judgnent"” (Hebrews
9:27); "Verily, verily, | say unto you,
He that heareth My Word, and believeth
on Hmthat sent Me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not cone into
condemation; but is passed from death
unto Iife" (John 5:24). John 1:12 was
also in that group: "But as nmany as
received Hm to them gave He power to



becone the sons of CGod..."

My side was ahead on the foll ow ng
Sunday because of my 50 points, and
Alice cane around and gave ne ten nore
verses. Mss MIIls and Mss Thonas had
t hought that if anybody nenorized the
first ten verses, there should be ten
nore; and this second ten should be for
new Christians, to help themlive the
Christian life. How they prayed that
first week for ne!

In the new group of ten verses were
these: "Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new' (2_Corinthians 5:17); "But
the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish
you, and keep you fromevil™
(2_Thessalonians 3:3) "If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cl eanse us
fromall unrighteousness” (1_John 1:9).

| went back the foll owi ng Sunday
and got another 50 points for the Reds,
The Reds were ahead of the Blues, and
hel ped put themthere. W won the
cont est .

GO0 S WORK | N A SOUL

One unforgettable event resulted
fromthat. During the third week of ny
renewed interest in young people's
nmeetings | was on ny way to work with
these 20 verses of <10> Scripture
stored away in nmy nenory. | wal ked
al ong, m nding ny own business, with ny
lunch pail in nmy hand. | was back in ny
sin. My prom se to God, nmade that night
when the policeman was taking me to
jail, did not change ny life. Going to
young peopl e's neeting on Sunday did not
change ne either. | was the sane guy. |
was spendi ng Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thur sday, Friday and Saturday ni ghts at
the taverns and beer joints, and going
to church on Sunday and feeling, "Well'
I"'ma little better. |I guess a little of
this good won't hurt nme after all."

But Mss MIls was praying, and the
Wrd of God was working; and all of a
sudden that norning, as | wal ked al ong,
the Holy Spirit brought one of those



verses to ny mnd: "Verily, verily,

say unto you, he that heareth My Word,
and believeth on Hmthat sent Me, hath
everlasting life..." (John 5:24).

Those words "hath everlasting life"
stuck in ny mnd. | said, "O God, that's
wonderful -- everlasting life!" | pulled
my little Testanent out of ny pocket and
| ooked it up, and sure enough, there it
was -- "...hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemmation; but is
passed fromdeath unto life."

There for the first time |I renenber
praying, after I had grown to be a man
when | was not in trouble with the
police or sonmething like that. | said,
"O God, whatever this neans, | want to
have it." And just |like that the Holy
Spirit brought John 1:12 to ny mnd:
"But as many as received Hm to them
gave He power to becone the sons of

God..." | then | ooked up that verse, and
there it was, just as | renmenbered it.
"O God," | said, "whatever it neans to
receive Jesus, | do it right now" That

was nmy new birth.

Do you know how I know? | did not
know t he next verse, which tells of the
new birth -- "But as many as received
Hm to themgave He power to becone the
sons <11> of CGod, even to themt hat
beli eve on H s Nanme: which were born
not of bl ood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God" (John 1:12-13) -- but a distinct
change had taken place. | could no
| onger enjoy the dirty stories or taking
of the Lord's Nane in vain. | used to
think it was fun to use bad | anguage
when | lost ny tenper, but that grew
di stasteful to nme. When | cried to God
for help, the Holy Spirit brought one of

the 20 verses to nmy mind. "If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins..." So | said,

"Ckay, God, forgive ne."

My Bi ble teaches that if any man
can bridle his tongue, he can bridle his
whol e body. That was one of the first

| essons | |earned at the begi nning of
the Christian Iife. That is one of the
reasons why | love to see a brand-new

Christian begin to get the Wrd of God



down into his heart. If it had not been
for those 20 verses, | would have been
back in the dance hall and the beer
joints.

| mredi ately after ny conversion

began | earning verses, and | |earned one
a day for the first three years. In
those years | learned ny first thousand
ver ses.

My preacher said to ne when | went
to himfor help in |l eading others to
Christ, "I'"Il tell you sonething, |ad
There is an answer in the Bible for
every excuse that any man can give for
not comng to Christ." | believed him
Then | went alone to prayer and said,
"God, if there is an answer to any nman's
excuse, | promise You |l will never be
caught on the sanme excuse twice."

That is a little prom se to make,
but it changed the course of ny life.
After all, there are only so nmany
excuses. This was the seed from which
t he Navi gator work started and grew.
<12>

ASKI NG GOD FOR BI G THI NGS

One day | said to nmy second
daught er, when she was about seven years
ol d, "Now, honey, if you get all that
wor k done by Friday night, 1'll see that
you get a pony ride."

Then | happened to hear Bruce, who
was ni ne, whisper to her, "You may not
get it. He prom sed ne one once that |
didn't get."

| had made Bruce that prom se but
had forgotten about it, and he had not
cone around to claimit. Wen I
overheard himsay to his sister, "It may
not work, because it didn't work with
me," he got his pony ride within 24
hours. | would not feel very good toward
the man who prom sed his child sonethi ng
and then refused to give it to him

God says in H's Book, "...what man
is there of you, whomif his son ask
bread, will he give hima stone? O if
he ask a fish, will he give hima
serpent? If ye then, being evil, know



how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much nore shall your

Fat her which is in heaven give good
things to themthat ask H nP?" (Matthew
7:9-11).

Inline with this read what Cod
prom ses in Jerem ah 33:3: "Call unto
Me, and | will answer thee, and show
thee great and m ghty things, which thou
knowest not." In substance this
particul ar verse says that if you wll
ask God for sonething big, He will
answer; and He will show you things that
you have not even i magi ned.

For those who mi ght say, "Well
t hat m ght have been good back there,
but how about in this day and age?"
there is this corresponding verse in the
New Testanment: "Now unto Hmthat is
abl e to do exceedi ng abundantly above
all that we ask or think, according to
t he power that worketh in us" (Ephesians
3:20).

Every person who knows Jesus Chri st
has a hookup w th heaven.

VWhen you say, "Father in heaven,"
you have addressed <13> God the Father
t he Maker of the universe, the One who
holds the worlds in H's hands. Wat did
you ask for? Did you ask for peanuts, or
toys? O did you ask for continents? It
is a tragedy when we think of the little
t hi ngs we ask of an Al nmighty God. When
He says, "You call unto Mg, and | wll
answer you, and show you great and
m ghty things which you know not," we
shoul d believe Hmto nean what He says.

A SI X WVEEK PRAYER MEETI NG

| asked a friend of mne, whoml
will call Dick, if he would join nme in
prayi ng on the basis of that great
prom se. He agreed to. W figured that
we were not going to take any chances on
anyt hi ng. We exam ned sone verses of
Scripture which dealt with inportunity
in prayer. We read that the Lord got up
in the early norning and went out into a
solitary place (Mark 1:35), so we
decided to nmeet every norning up in the
hills, where we would be away from
noi ses and di stractions. W agreed to



neet with God fromfive until seven
o' cl ock each norning of the week,
i ncl udi ng Sundays.

Dick was a plunber and | was a
truck driver, and we had to be in
another city ready to go to work by
ei ght o' clock. We agreed to neet two
weeks, five weeks, ten weeks -- the
whol e year, if necessary; but we were
not going to quit until somehow down in
our hearts we could say to God, "W
bel i eve You' ve heard us; we believe
You're going to give us what we've asked
for."

We decided to ask first for the
things that we were doing and for the
peopl e around us and to keep our hearts
open, so that God could w den our
interests to the fullest extent.

W were chal l enged by Acts 1:8:

ye shall be w tnesses unto Me both
in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the utternost part of
the earth.”" W were going to let Cod
lead us by H's Holy Spirit to ask for

t he biggest things possible. <14>

THE BEG NNI NG OF GOD' S WORKI NG

God had al ready worked in our hone
town. | had taken a Sunday school cl ass
of six boys, though | had been a
Christian for only a short time. The
superintendent of the Sunday school said
to ne before | had ny first session
"We're going to give you this Sunday
school class, and we're going to pray
for you, because this class has killed
off two teachers already."

"What do you nean?" | asked.

"Well," he said, "the two teachers
have al ready given up; they could not
get these boys to listen.” | had prayed

about that, and the Lord had given ne
the hearts of three of these kids.

On the first Sunday they did not
listen, and | prayed to the Lord about
it. | said, "Lord, | had ny |esson
prepared, and those boys didn't listen
How am | going to get thenf? You nmade
little boys. G ve ne sone idea.”



He gave nme an idea. | went down to
see CGeorge, who was the ringleader. |
saw him al one, and | | earned sonething
right there. A boy is different when you
get him al one. George was not bl ow ng
any beans when | | ooked himin the eye.
| said, "George" (I had read him Mark 4,
where it says that the sower tried to
sow the seed, and the devil snatched it
away), "you know, the devil didn't have
to be in Sunday school |ast Sunday. He
just used you. Wile | was trying to
gi ve those ot her boys the Wrd, you were
drawing their attention away. Those five
ot her boys failed to hear what Cod
wanted themto hear because of you."

"Ch," he said, "what'll | do?" Now
this is not good theology, but | told
him "You cone back next Sunday and be a
good boy and act |ike an angel, and
maybe the Lord will forgive you. The
better angel you are, the nore He's
likely to forgive you."

Al t hough | was not very well versed
in theology in those <15> days, it
wor ked! The cl ass |istened, and George
was saved, and so were Jinme and his
ot her buddies. W did not get through
our | essons. W found that we had to
nmeet in the mddle of the week, and that
little class of six boys grew to where
it was 225 boys who had accepted the
Lord. The Sunday school grew from 100 to
400.

Dick and I had already seen this
victory, and he was helping ne with the
boys. W began praying up there in the
hills for each of these boys by nane.

Since we had calls fromother towns
-- San Pedro, Long Beach, @ endale and
Pasadena -- to cone over and help them
because of our work with the boys, we
began to pray for those cities also. W
prayed for Pasadena and for Redondo
Beach; as the weeks rolled on, we found
oursel ves praying for Los Angel es, San
Franci sco, Sacramento and San Di ego.
VWhen we began these norning prayer
nmeetings, it seemed a big thing to pray
for those towns, but soon it did not
seem any bigger to pray that God woul d
use us in those places.



ENLARGED PRAYI NG

About the fourth week | said,
"Dick, would you be willing to pray that
God woul d use us in every state in the
United States?"

"Well, He's big enough,” Dick said.

So we nade a list of 48 states, and
we prayed. Morning after nmorning in
these little prayer meetings we woul d
| ook at our list and ask God to use us
and ot her young fellows in Washi ngton
in Oegon, in California, and in all the
other states of the Union. Five weeks
went by, and we did not miss a norning.
We net at four o' clock on Sunday norning
and spent three hours in prayer. During
the sixth week the Lord put it on our
hearts to get a may of the world, and we
took it up to our little cave in the
hill. W <16> began to put our fingers
on CGermany, France and Italy. W put
them on Turkey and Greece. | renenber
| ooking at one little island near China
-- you had to |l ook close to see what it
was -- and we prayed that God woul d use
us in the lives of nen on Fornosa.

We coul d not have prayed |ike that
the first week. | don't think that tine
has much to do with whether God hears
you or not; but | do believe that tine
has sonmething to do with whether or not
your faith is built up as you pray and
ask. | don't believe that God will ever
gi ve much to those who hove their little
consci ence-easer prayers in the norning
and evening. |If you cannot take 1/48th
of your day to be alone with your mghty
God and King, | rather doubt that He is
going to do very nuch through you.

SOULW NNI NG I N THE HOMVE

My wife and | took |saiah 60:11
"...thy gates shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut day nor night..."
as the notto for our hone. W were
marri ed on Sunday, and we opened our
hone on Wednesday. It was not long until
the first sailor accepted the Lord. Men
fromevery one of the 48 states have
since then found the Lord in our hone.
There was a period of six nmonths when we



sel dom at e breakfast or our evening neal
al one, because sailors were there.
believe with all ny heart that one of

t he greatest soul -saving stations in the
world is the hone.

WORK | N FORMOSA

Five years ago | went over to
Fornmosa as a representative of The
Navi gators and got together all the
mnisters in the city of Taipei. There
were nine churches in that city then. |
met for a week with the pastors of those
churches and ot her pastors who cane in
fromsonme of the towns around, <17>
expl ai ni ng how our Navi gator pl ans
worked in the Navy and Arnmy. W
i naugurated this plan in Fornosa, began
to work with Dick Hllis, and took
charge of the follow up

Today there are 90 churches in
Tai pei. Over a sixth of a mllion
converts, spiritually five years old or
| ess, have finished at |east one
Navi gat or Bi bl e study and parts of the
Topi cal Menory System and they have | ed
anot her hundred thousand to Christ. W
have 27 full-tine Chinese secretaries to
handl e the work we are doing with both
young and old in Fornosa. Simlar work
is carried on in Okinawa, Hong Kong,
Sai gon, the Philippines and Korea.

Such soulwi nning starts in this
way: First, you have to believe the
Book, then you nust ask, and keep on
asking. Before you can touch people in
48 states, you have to touch themin one
state. And before you can touch themin
one state, you must touch themin one
city. And before you can touch themin
one city, you nust be able to touch them
on one street. Any person who knows how
to be saved and is saved has enough
know edge, if inparted to another, to
reach that one for Christ.

FEAR I N SOULW NNI NG

Sonetines | amal nost afraid to ask
the Lord to give ne a soul, because
know that if | ask Hm | amgoing to
have to get busy. | have been a
Christian for 29 years, and it stil
frightens nme to talk to a man about his



need of sal vation

Havi ng that fear after so nmany
years of doing personal work used to
bot her ne. Suddenly | realized that such
fear was only a little red |ight going
on and off to remnd ne that it was
"...not by mght, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord..." You never
get to the place where you can do it on
your own. You need H m

| made such a request one day; then
| began to ook <18> for a man. | was
driving an old Model T at that tine; and
as | rode along, |I saw a nman hitchhiking
on a six-lane highway. | kept ny eyes
strai ght ahead and watched the red
signal light at which | had to stop
Looking at the fellow out of the corner
of nmy eye, | saw that he | ooked big and
tough, so | decided that he was the
wrong one. As | waited for that red
light to change, | don't know what
happened to it, but it was on for a long

time, it seenmed. | thought the man had
gone back to the curb, but when | | ooked
at him he was | ooking right at ne.
Inviting himin, | lost notine in

getting a CGospel tract into his hand. He
read it through and then handed it back
to ne.

"What did you think of it?"
asked.

He replied, "I think it's
wonder ful . "

| was startled at his answer and
said, "Onh, you're a Christian!"

"No," he answered, "lI'mnot a
Christian. |'ve been going to sone tent
nmeeti ngs down this way every night for
two weeks, and | can't get through. I
have gone down to the front every night,
but I can't get through.™

"Through what ?" | asked.

He answered, "lIsn't there sonething
to get through?”

| pulled over, stopped, and said,
"Buddy, |'ve got news for you. Sonebody
al ready got through.” Al he needed was



the sinple Gospel instead of being told
to do sonething, and he accepted Christ.

Do you know what | had been doi ng?
| saw this rough character, and
t hought, "He won't repent. He won't
bel i eve.” That was not ny business. |
have no right to decide for any other
man whet her or not he will accept the
Lord. My business is to tell himthe
story and |l et himdecide.

WE NEED TO REACH NEI GHBORS AND RELATI VES

"So then every one of us shall give
account of hinmself to God" (Ronans
14:12). W mnust all appear before the
<19> Judgnent Seat of Christ to give an
account of the deeds done in the body,
whet her they be good or bad
(2Corinthians 5:10). And I want to tel
you that to himthat knoweth to do good
and doeth it not, it is sin (James
4:17). 1 do not know of any greater sin
than to let a man or woman next door to
you go to Hell. You have the pardon
witten right out in the Book; but they
have never seen it, and you have not
told them

| read over in Proverbs, "If thou
forbear to deliver themthat are drawn
unto death, and those that are ready to
be slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we
knew it not; doth not He that pondereth
the heart consider it? and He that
keepeth thy soul, doth not He know it?
and shall not He render to every nman
according to his works?" (Proverbs
24:11-12).

VWhen | first came to know the Lord,
| talked to nmy brother about the Savior
He | aughed at nme and said, "I'm not
interested. Don't talk to ne any nore."
| do not talk to a man when he tells ne
not to, but I talk to the Lord.

Three years later | said, "Roland,
could I talk to you for a noment about
Christ?"

He said yes, and sniled a bit. The
Lord had just brought himto H nself. He
had seen some things that had touched
his heart. Three weeks |ater headlines
in the Los Angel es Examiner read, "Hero



Gves Life To Save Grl." How do you
think I felt when I found out that ny
own brother was gone? VWat if | had not
spoken to hi mabout Christ?

The very first trip | ever took on
United Airlines was on a 12-passenger
Boei ng plane. It was about a three-hour
trip, and I wanted to w tness for
Christ, but it was not until the |ast
hal f hour that |I got up the nerve to
talk to the stewardess. She said, "Do
you know what? |'ve never heard this
story before.”

She was a church nenber, but she
did not know that Christ died for her
She thanked ne for speaking to her about
her need of salvation. Evel yn Sandino
accepted the Lord just as we came into
Bur bank. <20>

Three weeks later while riding on a
train, | picked up a newspaper and read:
"United Airliner Crashes in Uah
Mountains 40 Mles From Town." Evelyn's
pi cture was there. She was the
stewardess on that ill-fated plane. W
do not know how soon a person nay die.

| do not know what it is going to
take to wake up God's people to the fact
that we nust get this nessage out now.
As | | ook back over the past 29 years
and see how God has taken a few little
t hi ngs and nade big things out of them
| covet the same for all of God's
peopl e.

VWHY MEN LOSE OQUT W TH GOD

I told you that Dick prayed with ne
in those early days. Do you know what he
said to ne about three years ago? "l've
got ny seventh church, and I don't have
one person in ny church who is down to
busi ness for Jesus Christ; and | don't
know anybody 1've had in the past six
nont hs who has been down to business in
t he manner you describe.”

Then he added, "Maybe it's because
| never got down to business."” No
"maybe" about that!

| renmenbered the one event that
turned the course of his life. It



happened while we |lived in Long Beach
The Long Beach Minici pal Band used to
play for all of the people who cane to
t he seashore on Sunday afternoons. The
Fi shermen's C ub, of which Dick and
were nenbers, had the right to conme in
at the close of the band program and
announce that we were going to preach

t he Gospel. About ten percent of the
audi ence woul d stay, and then we boys
woul d get up and give our testinonies.
It was in June, just the tinme when the
swi mm ng was best. W had to decide
whet her or not we woul d give our Sunday
afternoons to that or to the Lord's
work. Both Dick and I made the decision
that we would go to the band shell. <21>

A coupl e of weeks after we stopped
prayi ng together, Dick did not show up
at the band shell. The foll owi ng Sunday
it was the sane story; and as | rode
hone that day after giving ny testinony,
| passed a car in which were Dick and
his girl friend in their bathing suits.
It is possible for sone Christians to do
that and get away with it; but | do not
think it was possible for Dick, because
he had nade a covenant with God.

| did not say anything to him and
he did not know that | had seen them so
when | met himthe next Tuesday eveni ng
at Fishernen's Club, | gave hima little
pi ece of paper with Isaiah 58:13-14
witten on it. "Don't |ook this up now, "
| said to Dick, "but you go and get
Nancy. Then read these verses together
and pray about them Now, prom se me you
won't read this by yourself." He gave ne
his word.

| left the church and went on out
to catch the bus, but as |I waited for
one to cone along, | becane very thirsty
and decided to go back into the basenent
of the church for a drink of water.
There |I found Dick reading by the |ight
of a match the paper which | had given
him He had broken his prom se.

Here are the verses which | wanted
Dick and Nancy to read: "If thou turn
away thy foot fromthe sabbath, from
doi ng thy pleasure on My holy day; and
call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour



H m not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
t hi ne own words; then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth, and feed thee with the heritage
of Jacob thy father: for the nouth of
the Lord hath spoken it" (Isaiah

58: 13- 14).

| gave it to himto make him face
the fact that nmaybe it was not the best
thing for himto be going sw ming
i nstead of <22> witnessing for Chri st
on the Lord's Day, but he did not cone
back to the band shell

GOD HAS A WORK FCR YQU

Suppose Dick had taken that word of
exhortati on and asked the Lord's
forgiveness. Is it possible that CGod
woul d have I et himzoomright ahead on
H's plan? It is not only possible; it is
pr obabl e.

"If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from al
unri ght eousness” (1 John 1:9). | believe
that verse will hold right down to the
last mnute that you take a breath. If
you have drifted fromthe Lord and from
Hs will for you, return now. If you
will doit, | believe He will permt you
to go ahead in H's plan for you.

<23>
BORN TO REPRODUCE

A few years ago, while visiting
Edi nbur gh, Scotl and, | stood on Hi gh
Street just down fromthe castle. As I
stood there, | saw a father and a nother
com ng toward ne pushing a baby
carriage. They |ooked very happy, were
wel | dressed and apparently were
well-to-do. | tried to catch a glinpse
of the baby as they passed and, seeing
nmy interest, they stopped to let ne | ook
at the little, pink-cheeked nenber of
their famly

I watched themfor alittle while
as they wal ked on and thought how
beautiful it is that God permits a man



to chose one wonman who seens the npst
beautiful and lovely to him and she
chooses himout of all the nen whom she
has ever known. Then they separate

t hensel ves to one another, and God in
H s plan gives themthe neans of
reproduction! It is a wonderful thing
that a little child should be born into
their famly, having sone of the
father's characteristics and sone of the
nmot her's, sonme of his | ooks and sone of
hers. Each sees in that baby a

refl ection of the one whom he or she

| oves.

Seeing that little one nmade ne fee
honesi ck for ny own children whom I
dearly love and whose faces | had not
seen for sonme time. As | continued to
stand there | saw anot her baby carri age,
or peranbul ator as they call it over
there, coming in nmy direction. It was a
secondhand affair and very wobbly.

Qovi ously the father and nother were
poor. Both were dressed poorly and

pl ainly, but when | indicated ny
interest in seeing their baby, they
stopped and with the sane pride as the
other parents let me viewtheir little,
pi nk- cheeked, beautiful -eyed child.

I thought as these went on their
way, "CGod gave this little baby whose
parents are poor everything that He gave
the other. It has five little fingers
on each hand, a little nouth and two
eyes. Properly cared for, those little
hands may soneday be the hands of an
artist or a nmusician." <24>

Then this other thought cane to ne,
"Isn"t it wonderful that CGod did not
sel ect the wealthy and the educated and
say, 'You can have children,' and to the
poor and uneducated say, 'You cannot.'
Everyone on earth has that privilege.™

The first order ever given to nman
was that he "be fruitful and nultiply."
In other words, he was to reproduce
after his own kind. Cod did not tel
Adam and Eve, our first parents, to be

spiritual. They were already in H's
image. Sin had not yet cone in. He just
said, "Multiply. | want nore just |ike

you, nore in My own inage."



O course, the inmage was narred
But Adam and Eve had children. They
began to multiply. There cane a tine,
however, when God had to destroy nost of
the flesh that had been born. He
started over with eight people. The
nmore than two billion people who are on
the earth today canme fromthe eight who
were in the ark, because they were
fruitful and multiplied.

H' NDRANCES

Only a fewthings will ever keep
human beings from nultiplying thensel ves
in the physical realm One is that they
never marry. |f they are not united,
they will not reproduce. This is a truth
which Christians need to grasp with
reference to spiritual reproduction
VWhen a person becones a child of God, he
should realize that he is to live in
union with Jesus Christ if he is going
to wn others to the Savior

Anot her factor that can hinder
reproduction is disease or inpairment to
some part of the body that is needed for
reproductive purposes. In the spiritua
realmsin is the disease that can keep
one fromw nning the |ost.

One other thing that can keep
peopl e fromhaving children is
imuaturity. God in Hs wisdomsaw to it
that little <25> children cannot have
babies. A little boy nmust first growto
sufficient maturity to be able to earn a
living, and a little girl nust be old
enough to care for a baby.

Everyone shoul d be born again. That
is God's desire. God never intended that
man should nmerely live and die -- be a
wal ki ng corpse to be laid in the ground.
The vast majority of people know that
there is sonething beyond the grave, and
so each one who is born into God's
famly should seek others to be born
agai n.

A person is born again when he
recei ves Jesus Christ. "But as nmany as
received Hm to them gave He power to
beconme the sons of CGod...Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but



of God" (John 1:12,13) -- the new birth.
It is God's plan that these new babes in
Christ grow. Al provision is made for
their growth into maturity, and then
they are to multiply -- not only the
rich or the educated, but all alike.
Every person who is born into God's
famly is to multiply.

In the physical real mwhen your
children have children, you becone a
grandparent. Your parents are then
great- grandparents, and theirs are
great-great-grandparents. And so it
shoul d be in the spiritual

SPI RI TUAL BABI ES

VWherever you find a Christian who
is not |eading nen and wonen to Chri st,
something is wong. He may still be a
babe. | do not nean that he does not
know a | ot of doctrine and is not well
i nfornmed through hearing good preaching.
| know many peopl e who can argue the
pre-, the post- and the am |l ennial
position and who know rmuch about
di spensati ons, but who are stil
i mat ure. Paul said of some such in
Corinth, "And I, brethren, could not
speak unto you as unto spiritual (or
mature), but as unto carnal, even as
unto babes..." (1 Corinthians 3:1). <26>

Because they were babes, they were
i mmature, incapable of spiritua
reproduction. In other words, they
could not hel p other people to be born
again. Paul continued, "I have fed you
with mlk, and not with neat: for
hitherto ye were not able to bear it
ye are yet carnal (or babes): for
there is anong you envying, and strife,
and divisions..." (1 Corinthians 3:2,3).
I know a | ot of church nenbers, Sunday
school teachers and nenbers of the
woren' s missionary society who will say
to each other, "Have you heard about so
and so?" and pass al ong some gossi p.
Such have done an abom nable thing in
the sight of God. How horrible it is
when a Christian hears somnet hing and
spreads the story! The Book says,
"These six things doth the Lord hate:
yea, seven are an abom nation unto
Hm..a lying tongue..." (Proverbs
6:16,17). OCh, the Christians |I know,



both nen and wonen, who let |ying cone
in!

"...he that soweth discord anong
brethren" (Proverbs 16:19) is another
This is wal king as a babe, and | believe
that it is one of the basic reasons why
some Christians do not have people born
again into God's fam ly through them
They are sick spiritually. There is
somet hing wong. There is a spiritua
disease in their lives. They are
immature. There is not that union with
Chri st.

But when all things are right
bet ween you and the Lord, regardless of
how much or how little you may know
intellectually fromthe standpoint of
the world, you can be a spiritua
parent. And that, incidentally, may even
be when you are very young in the Lord.

A young | ady works at the tel ephone
desk in our office in Col orado Springs.
A year and a half ago she was cl osely
associ ated with the young Conmuni st
| eague in Great Britain. She heard
Billy Graham and accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ. Soon she and a coupl e ot her
girls in her art and drama school were
used of the Lord to win sone girls to
Christ. W taught Pat and sone of the
others, and they <27> in turn taught
the girls whomthey led to Christ. Sonme
of these have led still other girls to
Christ, and they too are training their
friends. Patricia is a
gr eat - gr andnot her al ready, though she is
only about a year and four nmonths old in
the Lord.

W see this all the tine. | know a
sai |l or who, when he was only four nonths
old in the Lord, was a
great-grandfather. He had | ed sone
sailors to the Lord who in turn | ed
other sailors to the Lord, and these
last led still other sailors to the Lord
-- yet he was only four nonths ol d.

How was this done? God used the
pure channel of these young Christians
l[ives in their exuberance and first |ove
for Christ, and out of their hearts the
i ncorruptible seed of the Wrd of God
was sown in the hearts of other people.



It took hold. Faith canme by the hearing
of the Wrd. They were born again by
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They
observed those Christians who | ed them
to Christ and shared in the joy, the
peace and the thrill of it all. And in
their joy, they wanted someone else to
know.

In all our Christian audiences,
am sure there are nen and wonen who have
been Christians for five, ten or twenty
years but who do not know of one person
who is living for Jesus Christ today
because of them | am not talking now
about merely working for Christ, but
about producing for Christ. Soneone may
say, "l gave out a hundred thousand
tracts.” That is good, but how nmany
sheep did you bring i n?"

Some tinme ago | talked to 29
m ssionary candi dates. They were
graduates of universities or Bible
schools or seminaries. As a nmenber of
the board | interviewed each one over a
period of five days, giving each
candi date from hal f an hour to an hour
Among the questions | asked were two
which are very inportant. The first one
had to do with their devotional life.
"How i s your devotional life?" | asked
them "Howis the time you spend with
the Lord? Do you <28> feel that your
devotional life is what the Lord would
have it to be?"

Qut of this particular group of 29

only one person said, "I believe ny
devotional life is what it ought to be.™
To the others ny question then was, "Wy
is your devotional life not what it

shoul d be?"

"Well, you see, | amhere at this
sumer school ," was a conmon reply. "W
have a concentrated course. W do a
year's work in only ten weeks. W are
so busy."

| said, "All right. Let's back up
to when you were in college. D d you
have victory in your devotional life
t hen?"

"Well, not exactly."



W traced back and found that never
since they canme to know the Savi or had
they had a period set aside for daily
devotions. That was one of the reasons
for their sterility -- lack of communion
with Christ.

The ot her question |I asked them
was, "You are going out to the foreign
field. You hope to be used by the Lord
in wnning men and wonen to Christ. Is
that right?"

"Yes."

"You want themto go on and live
the victorious life, don't you? You
don't want themjust to nmake a deci sion
and then go back into the world, do
you?"

"Then may | ask you sonethi ng nore?
How many persons do you know by nane
t oday who were won to Christ by you and
are living for Hi nP"

"The mpjority had to admt that

they were ready to cross an ocean and

| earn a foreign | anguage, but they had
not won their first soul who was going
on with Jesus Christ. A nunber of them
said that they got nany people to go to
church; others said they had persuaded
some to go forward when the invitation
was given.

| asked, "Are they living for
Christ now?" Their eyes dropped.
t hen continued, "How do you expect that
by crossing <29> an ocean and speaking
in a foreign | anguage with peopl e who
are suspicious of you, whose way of life
is unfamliar, you will be able to do
t here what you have not yet done here?"

This is not for mssionaries and
prospective mssionaries only. It is
for all of God's people. Every one of
H s children ought to be a reproducer

Are you producing? If not, why
not? Is it because of a |ack of
communi on with Christ, your Lord, that
cl oseness of fellowship which is part of
the great plan? O is it some sinin



your life, an unconfessed sonet hing,

that has stopped the flow? O is it that
you are still a babe? "For when for the
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need t hat one teach you again..."
(Hebrews 5:12).

HOW TO PRODUCE REPRODUCERS

The reason that we are not getting
this CGospel to the ends of the earth is
not because it is not potent enough

Twenty-three years ago we took a
born-agai n sailor and spent sone tine
with him showi ng himhow to reproduce
spiritually after his kind. It took
time, lots of tinme. It was not a
hurried, 30-m nute challenge in a church
service and a hasty good-bye with an
invitation to cone back next week. W
spent tinme together. W took care of
his problens and taught himnot only to
hear God's Wrd and to read it, but also
how to study it. W taught himhow to
fill the quiver of his heart with the
arrows of CGod's Wrd, so that the Spirit
of God could lift an arrow from his
heart and place it to the bow of his
lips and pierce a heart for Christ.

He found a nunber of boys on his
ship, but none of themwould go all out
for the Lord. They would go to church
but when it cane right down to doi ng

sonet hing, they were "also rans."” He
cane to nme after a nonth of this <30>
and said, "Dawson, | can't get any of

t hese guys on the ship to get down to
busi ness. "

| said to him "Listen, you ask God
to give you one. You can't have two
until you have one. Ask God to give you
a man after your own heart.”

He began to pray. One day he cane
to ne and said, "I think I've found
him" Later he brought the young fell ow
over. Three nonths fromthe tine
started to work with him he had found a
man for Christ, a man of |ike heart.
This first sailor was not the kind of
man you had to push and give prizes to
bef ore he woul d do sonet hing. He |oved
the Lord and was willing to pay a price
to produce. He worked with this new



babe in Christ, and those two fell ows
began to grow and spiritually reproduce.
On that ship 125 nen found the Savi or
before it was sunk at Pearl Harbor.

Men off that first battleship are
in four continents of the world as
m ssionaries today. The work spread from
ship to ship to ship, so that when the
Japanese struck at Pears Harbor, there
was a testinony being given on 50 ships
of the U S fleet. Wen the war cl osed,
there was work by one or nore producers
(I amnot tal king about nere
Christians), on nore than a thousand of
the U S. Fleet ships and at many arny
canps and air bases. It had to have a
start, however. The devil's great trick
is to stop anything like this if he can
before it gets started. He will stop
you, too, if you let him

There are Christians whose |ives
run in circles who, neverthel ess, have
the desire to be spiritual parents. Take
a typical exanple. You neet himin the
nmorni ng as he goes to work and say to
him "Wy are you going to work?"

"Well, | have to earn noney."

"What are you earning noney for?"
you ask.

"Well,"” he replies, "I have to buy
food. "

"What do you want food for?" <31>

"l have to eat so as to have
strength to go to work and earn sone
nore noney."

"What do you want nore noney for?"

"I have to buy clothes so that |
can be dressed to go to work and earn
sonme nore noney."

"What do you want nore noney for?"

"I have to buy a house or pay the
rent sol will have a place to rest up
sol will be fit to work and earn sone
nore noney." And so it goes. There are
many Christians |ike that who are going
in big circles. But you continue your



guestioni ng and ask, "What el se do you
do?"

"Ch, | find tine to serve the Lord.
| am preaching here and there."” But down
behind all of this he has the one desire
to be a spiritual father. He is praying
that God will give hima man to teach
Perhaps it takes himsix nmonths. It
need not take that |ong, but maybe it
takes himsix nonths to reach the other
for Christ and get himstarted taking in
the Word and giving it out and getting
ready to teach a man hinself.

So this first man at the end of six
nont hs has anot her man. Each man starts
teachi ng another in the follow ng six
months. At the end of the year, there
are just four of them Perhaps each one
teaches a Bible class or helps in a
street meeting, but at the sane tine his
main interest is seeing how the new
fellow he won to the Lord is doing. So
at the end of the year the four of them
get together and have a prayer neeting
and determine, "Now, let's not allow
anything to sidetrack us. Let's give
the Gospel out to a | ot of people, but
let's check up on at | east one and see
hi m t hr ough. "

So the four of themin the next six
nmont hs each get a man. That nakes ei ght
at the end of a year and a half. They
all go out after another and at the end
of two years there are 16 men. At the
end of three years there are 64 nmen; the
16 have doubled twice. At the end of
five years there are 1,024. At the end
of fifteen and a half years there <32>
are approximately 2,147,500,000. That is
t he present popul ation of the world of
persons over three years of age.

But wait a mnute! Suppose that
after the first man, A helps Band Bis
ready to get his man while A starts
hel pi ng another, B is sidetracked,
washes out and does not produce his
first man. Fifteen and one-half years
| ater you can cut your 2,147,500, 000
down to 1,073, 7500 because the devil
caused B to be sterile.

God pronised Abraham"... in |saac
shall thy seed be called" (Genesis



21:12), so Abrahamwaited a long, |ong
time for that son. God's prom se to make
Abraham t he father of many nations was
all wrapped up in that one son, |saac.

If Htler had been present and had
caused |saac's death when Abraham had
his kni fe poi sed over himon Munt
Moriah, Htler could have killed every
Jew in that one stroke.

| believe that is why Satan puts
all his efforts into getting the
Christian busy, busy, busy, but not
pr oduci ng.

Men, where is your man? Wbnen,
where i s your wonan? \Were is the one
whom you led to Christ and who i s now
going on with Hin®

There is a story in 1 Kings,
chapter 20 about a man who gave a
prisoner to a servant and instructed the
servant to guard the prisoner well. But
as the servant was busy here and there
the prisoner made his escape.

The curse of today is that we are
too busy. | amnot tal king about being
busy earning noney to buy food. | am
tal ki ng about bei ng busy doing Christian
things. W have spiritual activity with
l[ittle productivity. And productivity
cones as a result of what we call
"foll owup."

MAJORI NG | N REPRODUCI NG

Five years ago, Billy G aham cane
to me and said, "Daws, we <33> would
like you to help with our foll ow up
I've been studying the great evangelists
and the great revivals and | fail to see
that there was much of a foll ow up
program W need it. W are having an
average of 6,000 people come forward to
decide for Christ in a nonth's canpaign
| feel that with the work you have done
you could conme in and help us."

| said, "Billy, I can't follow up
6, 000 people. M work has al ways been
wi th individuals and small groups.”

"Look, Daws," he answered,
"everywhere | go | neet Navigators. |
met themin school in Weaton. They are



in my school right now (He was

presi dent of Northwestern School s at
that time.) There nust be sonething to
this."

"I just don't have tinme." | said.

He tackled me again. The third
time he pled with ne and said, "Daws, |
am not able to sleep nights for thinking
of what happens to the converts after a
crusade is over."

At that time | was on nmy way to
Fornosa and | said, "Wile | amthere
will pray about it, Billy." On the
sands of a Fornosan beach | paced up and
down two or three hours a day praying,
"Lord, how can | do this? | amnot even
getting the work done You have given ne
to do. How can | take six nonths of the
year to give to Billy?" But God laid
t he burden upon ny heart.

Why should Billy have asked ne to
do it? | had said to himthat day
before I left for Fornobsa, "Billy, you
wi Il have to get somebody else.”

He took nme by the shoul ders and
said, "Wio else? Who is mgjoring in
this?" | had been majoring in it.

VWhat will it take to jar us out of
our conpl acency and send us hone to
pray, "God, give me a girl or man whom I
can win to Christ, or let ne take one
who is already won, an infant in Christ,
and try to train that one so that he or
she will reproduce!”

How thrilled we are to see the
masses fill up the seats! But where is
your man? | woul d rather have one
"l saac" alive than a hundred dead, or
sterile, or imature. <34>

BEG NNI NG OF FOLLOW UP

One day years ago, | was driving
along inny little Model T Ford and saw
a young man wal ki ng down the street. |
stopped and picked himup. As he got
into the car, he swore and said, "It's
sure tough to get a ride." | never hear
a man take ny Savior's nane in vain but
what ny heart aches. | reached into ny



pocket for a tract and said, "Lad, read
this."

He | ooked up at me and said,
"Haven't | seen you sonewhere before?"

| looked at himclosely. He |ooked
i ke soneone | should know. We figured
out that we had nmet the year before on
the sane road. He was on his way to a
golf course to caddy when | picked him
up. He had gotten into nmy car and had
started out the same way with the nane
"Jesus Christ." | had taken exception
to his use of that nanme and had opened
up the New Testament and shown hi mthe
way of salvation. He had accepted Jesus
Christ as his Savior. 1In parting | had
gi ven him Philippians 1:6, "Being
confident of this very thing, that He
whi ch hath begun a good work in you will
performit until the day of Jesus
Christ." "CGod bless you, son. Read
this," | said, and sped on ny nerry way.

A year later, there was no nore
evi dence of the new birth and the new
creature in this boy than if he had
never heard of Jesus Christ.

I had a great passion to win souls
and that was my great passion. But after
I met this boy the second tinme on the

way to the golf course, | began to go
back and find some of ny "converts." |
want to tell you, I was sick at heart.

It seenmed that Philippians 1:6 was not
wor ki ng.

An Arnenian boy cane into ny office
one day and told ne about all the souls
he had won. He said that they were al
Armeni ans and had the list to prove it.
<35>

| said, "Wll, what is this one
doi ng?"

He said, "That one isn't doing so
good. He is backslidden."

"What about this one?" W went al
down the |ist and there was not one
living a victorious life.

| said, "Gve nme your Bible." |
turned to Philippians and put a



cardboard right under the 6th verse

took a razor blade out of ny pocket and
started to come down on the page. He
grabbed nmy hand and asked, "Wat are you
going to do?"

"I"mgoing to cut this verse out,"
| said, "It isn't working."

Do you know what was wong? | had
been taking the 6th verse away fromits
context, verses 3 through 7. Paul was
not just saying, "All right, the Lord
has started sonmething, He will finish

it." But you know, that is what sone
people tell me when they win a soul

They say, "Well, | just comtted himto
God. "

Suppose | mneet soneone who has a
large famly and say to him "W is
taki ng care of your children?”

"My famly? On, | left themwth
the Lord.™

Ri ght away | would say to that one
"I have a verse for you: 'But if any
provide not for his own, and specially
for those of his own house, he...is
worse than an infidel' (1 Tinmothy 5:8)."

Paul said to the elders of the
church at Ephesus, "Take heed...to al
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hat h nmade you overseers..." (Acts
20:28). You cannot nmake God the
overseer. He nakes you the overseer

W& began work on followup. This
enphasi s on finding and hel pi ng some of
the converts went on for a couple or
three years before the Navigator work
started. By that time our work included
fewer converts but nore time spent with
the converts. Soon | could say as Pau
said to the Philippians, "I thank ny God
upon every renenbrance of you, Always in
every prayer of mne for you all naking
request with joy, For your fellowship in
the CGospel fromthe first day <36>
until now' (Philippians 1:3-5). He
followed up his converts with daily
prayer and fellowship. Then he could
say, "Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good



work in you will performit until the
day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6).
In keeping with this the 7th verse
reads: "Even as it is meet (or proper)
for me to think this of you all, because
| have you in ny heart..."

Until this time | had forgotten to
foll ow up the people God had reached
through me. But fromthen on | began to
spend tinme hel ping them That is why
sonmetine later when that first sail or
came to nme, | saw the val ue of spending
three nonths with him | saw an |saac
in him |Isaac had Jacob, and Jacob had
the twelve, and all the rest of the
nati on cane through them

I T TAKES TIME TO DO GOD S WORK

You can lead a soul to Christ in
from20 mnutes to a couple of hours.
But it takes from 20 weeks to a couple
of years to get himon the road to
maturity, victorious over the sins and
the recurring problens that cone al ong.
He must | earn how to make right
deci sions. He nust be warned of the
various "isnms" that are likely to reach
out with their octopus arns and pull him
in and sidetrack him

But when you get yourself a man
you have doubl ed your mnistry -- in
fact, you have nore than doubl ed your
mnistry. Do you know why? Wen you
teach your nman, he sees how it is done
and he imtates you.

If I were the mnister of a church
and had deacons or elders to pass the
pl ate and choir menbers to sing, | would
say, "Thank God for your help. W need
you. Praise the Lord for these extra
things that you do," but I would keep
pressing home the big job -- "Be
fruitful and multiply.” Al these other
things are incidental to the suprene
task of winning a man or woman to Jesus
Christ and then hel ping himor her to go
on. <37>

VWere is your man? \Where is your
worman? Do you have one? You can ask
God for one. Search your hearts. Ask
the Lord, "Am| spiritually sterile? |If
| am why am|[?"



Don't let your |ack of know edge
stand in the way of winning the lost. It
used to be the plan of The Navigators in
the early days that whenever the sailors
were with us for supper each fell ow was
asked at the end of the nmeal to quote a
ver se.

| would say it this way, "Quote a
verse you have learned in the | ast 48
hours if you have one. Oherw se, just
give us a verse." One evening as we
gquot ed verses around the table, ny
little three-year-old daughter's turn
cane. There was a new sailor next to
her who did not think about her quoting
Scripture, so w thout giving her an
opportunity, he began. She | ooked up at
himas nuch as to say, "I ama human
bei ng," then she quoted John 3:16 in her
own way. "For God so |loved the world
dat He gave His only forgotten Son, dat
VWHOSCEVER bel i eveth in H m shoul d not
peri sh, but have everlasting life." She
put the enphasis on the "whosoever™
because when she was first taught the
verse she could not pronounce that word.
Days | ater that sailor came over and
said to ne, "You know, | was going to

guote that verse of Scripture. It was
the only one I knew. But | didn't
really know it, not until little Ruthie
quoted it. Wen she said 'whosoever,' |
t hought, '"that means ne.' Back on ship

| accepted the Lord." Today that young
man is a mssionary in South America.

Until several years after we were
married, nmy wife's father did not know
the Lord. Here again God used children
to reach a hungry heart. \When Ruthie
was three and Bruce was five, they went
to visit Grandpa and Grandma. G andpa
tried to get themto repeat nursery
rhymes. He said, "Mary had a little
anb” and "Little Boy Blue," but the
children just |ooked at himand asked,
"Who is Little Boy Blue?" He thought
they did not know very much. <38>

Thei r not her said, "They know sone
things. Quote Romans 3:23, Bruce." This
Bruce did. Then he asked, "Shall I
guot e anot her one, G andpa?”

"Sure," said Gandpa.



Bruce began to quote verses of
Scripture, some 15 in all, and Ruth
qguoted sone in between. This delighted
Grandpa. He took themover to the
nei ghbors and to the aunts and uncl es,
showi ng them how wel | these children
knew the Scriptures. |In the neantine
the Wrd of God was doing its work. It
was not |ong before the Holy Spirit,

t hrough the voices of babes, planted the
seed in his heart. "Qut of the nouth of
babes and sucklings hast Thou ordai ned
strength..."” (Psalm8:2).

Soul wi nners are not soul wi nners
because of what they know, but because
of the Person they know, how well they
know H m and how much they |ong for
others to know H m

"Ch, but | amafraid," someone
says. Renenber, "The fear of nman
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his
trust in the Lord shall be safe"
(Proverbs 29:25). Nothing under heaven
except sin, immturity and | ack of
communi on will put you in a position
where you cannot reproduce. Furthernore,
there is not anything under heaven that
can keep a newy born again one from
going on with the Lord if he has a
spiritual parent to take care of him and
give himthe spiritual food God has
provided for his normal grow h.

Ef fects obey their causes by
irresistible aws. Wen you sow the
seed of God's Wrd you will get results.
Not every heart will receive the Wrd,
but sonme will, and the new birth wll
take place. Wen a soul is born, give it
the care that Paul gave new believers.
Paul believed in followup work. He was
a busy evangelist, but he took tine for
foll owup. The New Testanment is largely
made up of the letters of Paul which
were followup letters to the converts.

James believed init. "But be ye
doers of the Wrd, and not hearers
only," he said in Janes 1:22. Peter
believed in <39> it, for he said, "As
newbor n babes, desire the sincere mlk
of the Wrd, that ye may grow thereby"
(1 Peter 2:2). John believed init, "I
have no greater joy than to hear that ny



children walk in truth" (3 John 4). Al
the witings of Peter, Paul, Janes and
nost of the witings of John are food
for the new Christian.

The CGospel spread to the known
worl d during the first century without
radi o, television or the printing press,
because these produced ones were were
reproduci ng. But today we have a | ot of
pewsitters -- people who think that if
they are faithful in church attendance,
put good-sized gifts into the offering
pl ate and get people to cone, they have
done their part.

VWere is your man? \Where is your
worman? \Were i s your boy? Were is your
girl? Every one of us, no matter what
age we are, should get busy nenorizing
Scripture. In one Sunday school class a
woman 72 years of age and anot her who
was 78 finished The Navi gators Topica
Menory System  They then had sonet hing
to give.

Load your heart with this precious
Seed. You will find that God will
direct you to those whomyou can lead to
Christ. There are many hearts ready for
t he Gospel now.

<End of "Born to Reproduce" by Dawson
Tr ot man>

DAWS: The Story of DAWSON TROTMAN,
Founder of The Navigators, by Betty Lee
Ski nner is published by Zondervan
Publ i shi ng House.

*The Navi gators New Topi cal Menory

System and ot her Bible study and

di scipleship materials are avail able
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[Etext editor's note:

| have never (yet) been formally
associ ated with The Navi gators, although
| have profited greatly fromreadi ng and
using their materials, especially Daws'
copyri ghted gl ove-across-the-face
chal l enge in "The Need of The Hour". |
appreci ate and have tried to enul ate



their enphasis on personally wal ki ng
with God and feeding on Hs Wrd, and
their very-personal approach to persona
evangel i sm and di sci pl eshi p.

| did not seek "authorization" from
The Navigators for this etext, since in
nmy best understandi ng of current
copyright law, the booklet serving as
the primary source is clearly in the
public domai n, and the nore-recent
edition fromwhich | adopted sone
enendati ons (sonme of which | ooked |ike
m nor factual corrections) was al so
undat ed.

Preparing this etext has freshly
convicted me of ny need for regul ar
SCHEDULED devotions and ny desire to
"find a man" to work wth.

| learned very recently
(1997-Cct-12) of a new mnistry of The
Navi gators inviting coll ege graduates to
spend one or two years in mnistry on
col | ege canmpuses while participating in
ongoi ng training thenselves. | gathered
that this programis not targeted for
peopl e who have al ready decided to be
[ifetime vocational mssionaries or
Christian workers, but rather for
committed Christians who are willing to
"turbo-charge" the rest of their lives
with a period devoted to "full-tinme"

m ni stry and di sci pl eshi p.

Pl ease receive this information
fromme on a "gossip"” basis: | do NOT
"speak for" these fol ks. Please contact
themdirectly for nore information:

EDCE Corps, (785) 838-4747,
Edgecor ps@uol . com
P. O Box 507, Lawrence, KS 66044 USA.

--Clyde
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